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TS LET TSEMENCT. 


ArTER the greateſt part of the following narrative had been compoſed, 
1 received a letter from Mr. David Jennings, grand- nephew to Dr. Lardner, 
© deſiring me to withdraw my publication. This letter was written not 
only in his own name, but in the name of the Rev. Dr. Dickens, 
prebendary of Durham, who married a niece of Dr. Lardner, a lady 
till living, and who Joined 1 in the requiſition. At the ſame time I was 
aſſured, that if I perſiſted in my intention, they would ſtrongly and 
publicly diſavow their having conſented to the performance, Although, 
for reaſons which to my own mind appeared perfectly ſatisfactory, I 
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refuſed to comply with their requeſt, I acquainted them that I had not 


IK 


the leaſt objection myſelf to record their diſavowal, and to take upon me 
the diſgrace of having written the life without aſking their permiſſion, 


Accordingly I here do this in the moſt expreſs manner. T here declare, 
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that if, in the life of Dr. Lardner now preſented to the public, there be 


5 


. 


«FS 


any miſtakes in point of fact, or errors of ſentiment; that if it be ill 
written, or improperly written, its faults belong to myſelf alone, being 
chargeable upon no other perſon whatſoever, 

I take this opportunity of informing the literary world that J am not, 
as many gentlemen have ſuppoſed, the editor of Dr. Lardner's works. I 
am only the writer of the life. The ſuperintendence of the edition has 
been conſigned to a very worthy perſon, of approved learning and 
diligence, whoſe accuracy and care in the undertaking will, I doubt not, 


be ſufficiently apparent. 


ANDREW EIPPIS. 
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DR. NAT HANIEL LARDNER was born at 
Hawkherſt, in the county of Kent, on the ſixth 
of June, 1684. His father, Mr. Richard Lard- 
ner, was a miniſter of reſpectable character among 
the proteſtant diſſenters, and, for a conſiderable 
number of years, paſtor of a congregation at Deal ; 
but whether he was in that ſituation at the time 
of his ſon's birth does not appear: perhaps, as 
the toleration act had not then taken place, he 
might not as yet have become a ſettled preacher. 
The mother of our author was the daughter of a 
Mr. Collier, formerly of the borough of South- 
wark, but who afterwards retired to Hawkherſt, 
which is a large village, ſouth of Cranbrook, and 
lying in that part of Kent which borders upon 
Suſſex. It was probably at his grandfather's houſe 


that young Lardner was born. Where he received 
his grammatical education, cannot now be aſcer- 
tained ' 


Vor, I. b 
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tained ; though it is ſuppoſed, from his father's 
reſidence at Deal, that it might be at that place. 
Wherever it was, there can be no doubt, from the 
literature which he afterwards diſplayed, of his 
having made an early progreſs in the knowledge of 
the learned languages. From the grammar ſchool 
he was removed to a diſſenting Academy in Lon- 
don, under the care of the Reverend Dr. Joſhua 
Oldfield. Here, however, he muſt have continued 
but a very little time; for in the latter end of 
1699, being then only in the ſixteenth year of 
his age, he was ſent to proſecute his ſtudies at 
Utrecht, under the profeſſors D'Uries, Grevius, 
and Burman, names of no ſmall celebrity in the 
literary world. Under ſuch tutors, Mr. Lardner 


made a ſuitable improvement in various branches 


of learning ; and he brought back with him a 
teſtimonial from profeſſor Burman, to that purpole. 
It was not uncommon, at that period, for the 


young men who were intended for the diſſenting 


miniſtry in England, to ſtudy abroad, and par- 
ticularly in the univerſities of Holland. Several 
perſons, who afterwards became of no ſmall con- 
fideration among the diſſenters, and who diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their valuable writings, were 
educated in this manner. Mr. Martin Tomkins 
went over with Mr. Lardner to Utrecht, and they 
found there Mr. Daniel Neal. 

After ſpending ſomewhat more than three years 
at Utrecht, Mr. Lardner removed to Leyden, where 
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he ſtudied about fix months. In 1703, he returned 
to England, in company with Mr. Tomkins and 
Mr. Neal; and from that time, to the year 1709, 
we have no memorials concerning him. This 
ſpace was probably ſpent by him at his father's 
houſe, who quitted Deal in 1703 or 1704, and 
came to reſide in or near London; and we may be 
certain that young Mr. Lardner employed himſelf 
in a cloſe and diligent preparation for the ſacred 
profeſſion which he had in view. He was not one 
of thoſe who are in hafte to diſplay their talents in 
the pulpit; for it was not till the ſecond of Au- 
guſt, 1709, when he was above twenty-five years 
of age, that he preached his firſt ſermon. This 
was at Stoke-Newington, for his friend Mr. Mar- 
tin Tomkins, who had become the Miniſter of a 
congregation at that place. The ſubject of Mr. 
Lardner's diſcourſe was taken from Romans i. 163 
For I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt: 
*« for it is the power of God unto falvation to every 
one that believeth ; to the Jew firſt, and alſo to 
the Greek.” There could not have been a more 
proper text, for a man who was deſtined, in the 


order of divine providence, to be one of the ableſt 


advocates for the authenticity and truth of the 
Chriſtian Revelation that ever exiſted. During the 
four years which ſucceeded to this event, we have no 
information concerning our author, excepting, that 
he was a member of the congregational church 
under the paſtoral charge of the Reverend Mr. 
b 2 Matthew 
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Matthew Clark, a gentleman of eminence among 
the diſſenting clergymen of that period, and father 
to Dr. Clark, a phyſician of character, reputation, 
and extenſive practice, who died not long ſince at 


Tottenham, in Middleſex. 
In 1713, Mr. Lardner was invited to reſide in 


the houſe of Lady Treby, the widow of Sir George 


Treby, Knt. who had been appointed Lord Chief 


Juſtice of the Court of Common Pleas in 1692, 


and had ſuſtained that high office and dignity, 
with great integrity and ability, till his deceaſe, in 
1702*. The propoſal made to our author was, 
that he ſhould be domeſtic chaplain to her lady- 


ſhip, and tutor to her youngeſt ſon, Brindley 


Treby.. To this propoſal he acceded; and it 
need not be faid, how well qualified he was, by 
his knowledge, judgment, and learning, for ſuper- 
intending a young gentleman's education. After 
having conducted Mr. Treby's ſtudies three years, 
he accompanied him in an excurſion into France, 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, and the United Pro- 
vinces, which employed four months. From a 
journal which Mr. Lardner kept of this tour, it 
was evident, that he did not loſe the opportunity 
it afforded him of making exact and judicious 
obſervations on the manners and cuſtoms of the 
inhabitants whom he ſaw and viſited, and on the 


z Beatſon's Political Index, part iii. p. 74. 
which 
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which he paſſed. How long he ſuſtained the ſpe- 
cific character of tutor to young Mr. Treby, does 
not appear ; but he continued in Lady Treby's 
family till her death, which happened in the be- 
ginning of the year 1721. By this event, he was 
removed from a ſituation which ſeems to have 
been an agreeable one, and was thrown into cir- 
cumſtances of ſome perplexity and ſuſpence. His 
own remarks will ſhew the ſtate of his mind at 
that time. I am yet at a loſs,” ſays he, how 
* to diſpoſe of myſelf. I can fay I am defirous 
e of being uſeful in the world. Without this, 
* no external advantages relating to myſelf will 
« make me happy: and yet I have no proſpect of 
being ſerviceable in the work of the miniſtry ; 
« having preached many years without being fa- 


voured with the approbation and choice of any 


one congregation *,” 


It reflects no honour upon the diſſenters, that a 
man of ſuch merit ſhould ſo long have been 
neglected, But it muſt be obſerved, that in elec- 
tions which are dependent upon the whole body of 
a congregation, a regard will uſually be paid, not 
only to internal abilities, but to external qualifica - 
tions. It is not probable that Mr. Lardner, even 
in his beſt days, was poſſeſſed of a good elocution ; 
and his ſimple mode of compoſition was not cal- 


cc 


cc 


* Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the late Rev. Natha- 
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culated to ſtrike the multitude. Rational preach- 
ing had not then made a very extenſive progreſs 
among the diſſenters ; and it is to be lamented, 
that, when it became more prevalent, it ſhould 
too often be disjoined from energy and pathos. 
T'wo years after the death of Lady Treby, Mr. 
Lardner met with another calamity, which greatly 
affected him. This was the deceaſe of his former 
pupil, Brindley Treby, Eſq; a gentleman for whom 


our author had the higheſt affection and eſteem. 


Indeed, he felt ſo deeply the loſs of his friend, that 
he imputed to it, in part, the increaſe of a deaf- 
neſs, which had been coming upon him for ſome 
time before. In the beginning of the year 1724, 
he writes as follows: Mr. Corniſh preached ; 


© but I was not able to hear any thing he ſaid, 


* nor ſo much as the ſound of his voice. I am, 
«© indeed, at preſent ſo deaf, that when I fit in the 
« pulpit, and the congregation is ſinging, I can 
© hardly tell whether they are ſinging or not-.“ 

Previouſly to this account of himſelf, and at 
leaſt as early as 1723, Mr. Lardner was engaged, 
in conjunction with a number of miniſters, in 
carrying on a courſe of lectures, on a Tueſday 
evening, at the Old Jewry. His firſt aſſociates 
were Mr. Hughes, Mr. Chandler, Mr. Harriſon, 


Mr, Kench, and Mr. Godwin ; the two latter of 


Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 11, 


whom 
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whom ſoon reſigned the connection, and their 
places were ſupplied by Mr. Calamy and Mr. Mole *. 
| At 


« Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Obadiah Hughes was many years 
miniſter of a congregation in Southwark, from which he re- 
moved to Weſtminſter. By marriage he became poſſeſſed of a 
large fortune, He was an acceptable preacher, and printed ſome 
occaſional ſermons ; but did not otherwiſe diſtinguiſh himſelf in 
the literary world. 

On Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Samuel Chandler's abilities, 1 
ing, and writings, it is needleſs to enlarge, as they cannot be 
unknown to any of my readers. Such perſons as wiſh to ſee 


a particular account of him, may have recourſe to the third vo- 


lume of the Biographia Britannica. 

Mr. Harriſon was a miniſter of the Antipædobaptiſt perſua- 
ſion, who officiated in Wild- ſtreet. Not long after his having 
been engaged in the Tueſday lecture, he conformed to the 
church of England, and preached a ſermon at St. Vedaſt's, Foſ- 
ter- lane, in vindication of his conformity. The ſermon, which 
was afterwards printed, did not obtain the approbation of biſhop 
Hoadly, When Mr. Gough, another young diſſenting miniſter, 
ſome years after, applied to that prelate for orders, his lordſhip 
adviſed him not to follow Mr. Harriſon's example with regard to 
publication, This Mr. Gough was the author of a pamphlet 
on the Cauſes of the Decay of the Diſſenting Intereſt, an anſwer 
to which was one of Dr. Doddridge's earlieſt performances, 
Mr. Gough publiſhed, likewiſe, a volume of ſermons, which are 
ſenſible and judicious, and not deſtitute of elegance. He was of 
the ſchool of Clarke and Hoadly, and was very intimate with 
Dr. James Foſter. Mr, Harriſon became inſane, and died in 
early life: but there is no reaſon to believe that he was diſſatiſ- 
fied with his own conduct. For theſe particulars concerning him, 
the preſent Biographer is indebted to an excellent and learned 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Edward Williams, of Nottingham. The 
author ofthe Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Dr. Lardner 
is miſtaken in aſſerting that Dr. Harris was one of the Tuefday 
evening 
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At this time, and indeed ſome years before, 
Mr. Lardner was member of a literary ſociety, 
conſiſting of miniſters and lay gentlemen, who 
met, on Monday evenings, at Chew's coffee- 
houſe, in Bow-lane, Cheapſide. The chairman of 
this ſociety, at every meeting, propoſed two queſ- 
tions, to be freely and candidly debated ; beſide 
which, each member, in his turn, produced an 


„ | N e | 
evening lecturers: Dr. William Harris was then an old mini- 
ſer ; whereas the lecture was carried on by young men. 

Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Kench was, as well as Mr. Harriſon, a 
Baptiſt miniſter, and of conſiderable note in his day. I do not 


recollect that he publiſhed any other than a few occaſional diſ- 


courſes, 

Mr. Godwin was long the reſpectable paſtor of a congregation 
that met in Little St. Helen's, Biſhopſgate- ſtreet. He was an 
intimate friend of Dr. Doddridge, and aſſiſted him much in cor- 
recting his works from the preſs, and in drawing up the Index 
to the Family Expoſitor. 

Mr. Calamy, the ſon of the famous Dr. Edmund Calamy, was 
an ingenious and learned man. He was for ſome time aſſiſtant 


to Dr. Benjamin Groſvenor, but declined preaching ſeveral years 
before his death, | 


Mr. Mole was firſt a miniſter at Uxbridge, then at Rother- 


hithe, and laſt of all at Hackney. At length he retired to Ux- 
bridge, where he died not many years ſince. In point of learn- 
ing, he might be ranked with Lardner, Benſon, and Chandler. 

He was the author of ſome valuable publications, and employed 
the latter part of his days in writing, in Latin, a life of the ce- 
lebrated Laurentius Valla, including the religious and literary 
hiſtory of the time. The manuſcript of this work Mr. Mole's 


executors, with an inattention which can never be juſtified, 


permitted to be ſold with his books at a common auction. 


eſſay 


9 wu 


** 


DR. IL AR DN E R. "nt 


eſſay on ſome learned or entertaining ſubject. 
guch inſtitutions have been of eminent ſervice to 
the republic of literature: they have given riſe to 
many important diſcoveries, and to many valuable 
works, which otherwiſe would never have exiſted. 
A hiſtory of ſocieties of this kind, which are now 
diffuſed through every part of Europe, and are ex- 
tended to the Weſtern and the Eaſtern world, 
tracing their ſmall beginnings, their 4 2 
creaſe, their more permanent eſtabliſnmef and 
their beneficial effects, would be a very inſtructive 
and entertaining performance. 

Another ſociety, which met at Chew's coffee- 
houſe on a Thurſday, and of which Mr. Lardner 
was a member, conſiſted entirely of miniſters. The 


- gentlemen belonging to this ſociety had a deſign of 


compoſing a Concordance of Things to the Bible, 
and began to methodize the book of Proverbs for 
that purpoſe. They had firſt drawn up a ſcheme 
of the whole undertaking, the different parts of 
which were aſſigned to Mr. Lardner, Mr. Cor- 
niſh, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Read, Mr. Clark, Mr. 
Hunt, Mr. Wroe, and Mr. Savage *. It doth not 


appear 

* Mr. Corniſh was aſſiſtant to Mr. Joſhua Bayes, ſen. and 
continued in that capacity till his death, which happened when 
he was under forty years of age.—Mr. Hughes I have already 
mentioned. Mr. James Read preached to a ſociety in New 
Broad-ſtreet, behind the Royal Exchange, firſt as aſſiſtant to 
Dr. John Evans, author of the “ Chriſtian Temper,” and other 
uſeful publications, and afterwards as joint paſtor with Dr. Al- 


len. 
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appear that the deſign was ever carried fully into 
execution ; and one impediment to it, ſo far as 
Mr. Lardner was concerned, probably aroſe from 
the more important work in which he now began 


to be engaged. 


In one of the ſchemes for the Tueſday evening's 
lecture, which is preſerved in the Memoirs of the 
Life and Writings of Dr. Lardner, the ſubjects are 
entirely of a practical and moral nature, and ad- 
mirably calculated for inſtruction and improvement 
in that view. But beſides treating upon ſubjects 


of this kind, the gentlemen who carried on the 


lecture, preached a courſe of ſermons on the evi- 
dences of natural and revealed religion. In this 
courſe, 


len. He had a brother, Mr. Henry Read, who, to a very ad- 
vanced age, was miniſter of a congregation which met in St. 
Thomas's, vouthwark ; and of whom the following character 
was given, between twenty and thirty years ago, in ſome verſes 
that were written upon the ſix Tueſday Salters Hall Lecturers 
of that period. 


« Through youth, through age, O Read, thy honeſt heart 
« Hath never quitted the conſiſtent part. 

« Thy thoughts are uſeful, though thy ſtyle is plain, 

« And genuine goodneſs breathes through all thy ſtrain.” 


Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Samue! Clark ſettled at St. Alban's, 
where he lived many years, and died, with great reputation. He 
was the author of a collection of Scripture Promiſes, with a diſ- 
courſe prefixed concerning the proper uſe and application of 
them. This work, which has gone through ſeveral editions, and 
has afforded no ſmall degree of conſolation to many pious Chriſ- 

tians, 
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courſe, the proof of the Credibility of the Goſpel 
Hiſtory was aſſigned to Mr. Lardner ; and in the 
latter end of the year 1723, and the beginning of 
1724, he delivered three ſermons on that moſt im- 


portant object of Chriſtian enquiry. Here it was 


that the foundation was probably laid of his great 


: work. Certain it is, that from this time he was 


| diligently engaged in writing the firſt part of his 


Credibility. His modeſty, however, was ſuch, 
that he was doubtful about the publication of it, 
and greatly regretted that, by the deceaſe of his 
dear friend and pupil, Mr. Treby, he was deprived 
of his advice, on this and other occaſions. It is 
hence evident how much Mr. Treby had profited 
by the inſtructions which had been given him, 


tians, was recommended by Dr. Watts. Dr. Clark publiſhed, 
likewiſe, three ſermons on the folly, ſin, and danger of irreſolu- 
tion in religion. It is to the honour of this gentleman, that he 
was the early patron of Dr. Doddridge, who ever retained for 
him a filial regard and affection. He was the father of the 
late excellent Mr, Samuel Clark, of Birmingham. Both father 
and fon will probably be noticed when Dr. Doddridge's life 
ſhall come to be written in the Biographia Britannica. 

Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Jeremiah Hunt, of Pinners Hall, was 
a very judicious divine, and the author of ſeveral learned and va- 
luable publications. Some account of him will be found in the 
diſcourſes of Dr. Lardner, who preached his funeral ſermon. —-Of 
Mr. Wroe I am not able to give any intelligence. Mr. Savage 
was a worthy and ſenſible miniſter, who ſettled at Edmonton, 
where he continued to the time of his deceaſe. I do not re- 
collect that he publiſhed any thing, beſides a few occaſional 
ſermons, | | 


ſince 
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fince his tutor could thus look up to him for his 
opinion and aſſiſtance. 

Notwithſtanding Mr. Lardner's diffidence, he 
took courage to proceed in his undertaking, and in 
February, 1727, publiſhed, in two volumes, oc- 
tavo, the firſt part of The Credibility of the 
* Goſpel Hiſtory ; or, the facts occasIoNALLY 
© mentioned in the New Teſtament confirmed by 
* paſſages of ancient Authors, who were contem- 
* porary with our Saviour, or his Apoſtles, or lived 
* near their Time.” An Appendix was ſubjoined, 
concerning the time of Herod's death. It is 
ſcarcely neceſſary to ſay how well this work was re- 
ceived by the learned world. Not only was it highly 
approved of by the proteſtant diſſenters, with whom 
the author was more immediately connected, but by 
the clergy in general of the eſtabliſhed church; 
and its reputation gradually extended into foreign 
countries. It is, indeed, an invaluable perform- 
ance, and hath rendered the moſt eſſential ſervice 
to the cauſe of Chriſtianity. Whoever peruſes this 
work (and to him that does not peruſe it, it will 
be to his own loſs), will find it replete with ad- 
mirable inſtruction, ſound learning, and juſt and 
candid criticiſm. It was not long before a ſecond 
edition was called for, and a third was publiſhed 
in 1741. | 

In the beginning of February, 1728, the courſe 
of Mr. Lardner's ſtudies was interrupted, and his life 
threatened, by the attack of a violent fever, which 


proved 
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proved of long continuance. For ſome time his 
recovery was deſpaired of by his relations and 
friends; but he was relieved, and, at length, hap- 
pily reſtored to health, by the divine bleſſing on the 
preſcriptions of Dr. (afterwards Sir Edward) Hulſe, 


| Who was called in to conſult with the other phyſi- 


- cians. 
caſion was as follows: © I think God put it into 


_* © membrance by me. 


Mr. Lardner's own remark upon this oc- 


« my mind to ſend for Dr. Hulſe, for from that 
« time forwards I mended.” His pious ſenti- 
ments after his recovery are thus expreſſed: I 
* thankfully acknowledge the great goodneſs of 
« God, who raiſed me up again, and defire that 
this great mercy may be had in perpetual re- 
May I ſerve him the re- 


„ mainder of my time in this world with inviolable 


© integrity, unſhaken in my ſteadfaſtneſs by all 


* the ſnares of a vain and uncertain world!.“ 


With all Mr. Lardner's merit, he was forty-five 


years of age before he obtained a ſettlement among 


the diſſenters. On the 24th of Auguſt, 1729, he 


happened to preach for the Rev. Dr. William 


Harris at Crouched Fryers ; and the conſequence 
of it was, that he was unexpectedly invited by the 


© congregation to be aſſiſtant to their miniſter. 


Va: 


Af- 


ter mature deliberation he accepted the offer, which, 
as he declared in his letter of acceptance, was pecu- 


* larly agreeable to him, becauſe it allotted him a 


F Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 11. 
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part of ſervice, in the work of the goſpel, with their 
honoured paſtor, for whom he had entertained, 
from his early youth, a high regard and eſteem. 
On the 14th of September, he entered upon his new 
charge; and the ſubject of his firſt ſermon was 
taken from 2 Cor. v. 20. Now then we are am- 
re baſſadors for Chriſt: as though God did beſeech 
« you by us, we pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye 
* reconciled to God.” In Mr. Lardner's prayer 
before ſermon, after the interceſſions for the public, 
and for Dr. Harris in particular, he proceeded to 
pray for himſelf, in the following ſtrain of integrity 
and piety: © And we beſeech thee, do thou gra- 
« ciouſly aſſiſt thine unworthy ſervant, whom, by 
* thy providence, thou haſt alſo called to ſerve thee 
* in this place. Grant that he may take great heed 
e unto himſelf and his doctrine, that he may fave 
e himſelf and them that hear him. Do thou en- 
lighten him more and more in the knowledge 
c of the truth; and grant that he may be faithful 
* to thee, and ſpeak the word with all boldneſs, not 
„ thunning to declare the whole counſel of God, 
&* ſo far as he is acquainted therewith. And may 
« the hearts of thy people be opened to receive 
* the truth with all readineſs : may they carefully 
and impartially examine the things which they 
hear, and embrace what is agreeable to thy will. 
* O Lord, our hope is in thee! do thou ſtrengthen 
& ys, and make us ſufficient for what thou calleſt 


« us to. Let thy ſtrength be made perfect in our 
" weaknels: 
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« weakneſs: cauſe thy face to ſhine upon us; let 
us ſee thy power and thy glory in the ſanctuary. 


May ſome who are yet in darkneſs and ignorance 
be here enlightened; may ſome be converted; 
and may thy people be comforted, and conti- 
nually edified more and more in their moſt holy 
faith. May we meet with thee in thine houſe, and 
have joy and pleaſure in drawing near unto thee. 
May we, by all thy ordinances, by prayer, by the 
miniſtry of thy word, and by thy ſacraments, be 
made more meet for all the events of provi- 
dence; for all the ſervices and ſufferings of this 
life; and for the ſtate of perfection and glory in 
the world to come.” His account of this prayer 


is ſucceeded by the ſubſequent ejaculation. May 


God hear my earneſt prayers, in enabling me to 
perform this ſervice he has called me to, fo as 
may be for his oy and the edification of his 
people. 

The religious world was at this time engaged in 


ot an important controverſy, relative to the Chriſtian 
d, revelation. That of which I am ſpeaking had 
ay _ been begun by Mr. Woolſton, who, perhaps, was 
ve ; rather an enthuſiaſt and a madman than an infidel, 
ly [ By reading Origen, and other myſtical writers, he 
ey 4 had been led to embrace the allegorical mode of ex- 
'| 7 plaining the ſcriptures, which, at length, he carried 
en to a moſt extravagant and ridiculous exceſs. After 


(4 Ibid. P- 125 135 14. 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral abſurd publications, he contended, in a tract, 
intitled, The Moderator between an Infidel and 
* an Apoſtate,” to which two ſupplements were 
added, that the miracles of our Lord were not real, 
or ever actually wrought. For this work a proſe- 
cution was commenced againſt him, in 1726, by 
the Attorney General ; but, in conſequence of 
Mr. Whiſton's interceſſion, it was laid aſide. 
Mr. Woolſton was not induced by this indulgence 
to continue in filence. He purſued the ſubject 
through the years 1727, 1728, 1729, and 1730, 
in fix diſcourſes, and two defences of them; in 
which he not only maintained the ſame principles 
he had done in his Moderator,” but treated the 
miracles of our Saviour with a licentiouſneſs, buf- 
foonery, and inſolence, that had all the appearance, 
if not the reality, of malignant infidelity. The 
proſecution, therefore, was renewed againſt him; 
and, being tried before Lord Chief Juſtice Ray- 
mond, he was condemned in one year's impriſon- 
ment, and a fine of a hundred pounds. | 

A far better method of confuting Mr. Woolſton 
was adopted by many learned divines at that period, 
The pamphlets written againſt him were, indeed, 
very numerous; and among the reſt of the de- 
fenders of revelation, Mr. Lardner appeared to no 
ſmall advantage. His work upon this occaſion, 
which was publiſhed in the latter end of the year 
1729, was intitled, * A Vindication of Three of 


« our bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, viz, The Raiſing 
* 0K 
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* of Jairus's Daughter, the Widow of Naim's Son, 
«© and Lazarus.” It was in anſwer to the objec- 


tions of Mr. Woolſton's fifth diſcourſe, that this 
piece was compoſed. Mr. Lardner had drawn it 


up for his own private ſatisfaction, without any im- 
mediate view to publication; and his modeſty was 
- ſuch, that for a time he did not think of printing 
itt, becauſe his colleague, Dr. Harris, had ſubjoined 


do two diſcourſes on the reaſonableneſs of belief in 


Chriſt, and the unreaſonableneſs of infidelity, ſome 
brief remarks on the caſe of Lazarus, It was to 


the advantage of the public that our author 


changed his opinion. His vindication was un- 
doubtedly one of the beſt treatiſes which appeared 


in the controverſy with Mr. Wooiſton ; and it is 
no exaggeration to ſay, that it abounds with ad- 


mirable and judicious obſervations, and contains 
a complete defence of three of the moſt important 
of our Lord's miracles. Accordingly, it was very 


favourably received by the learned world, and ſoon 
came to a ſecond edition. 


Mr. Lardner was not one of thoſe who approved 


bY” of the proſecution which was carried on againſt 


Mr. Woolſton by the civil magiſtrate. In his pre- 


face, therefore, he has made ſome excellent remarks 
on the ſubject of free enquiry and diſcuſſion. If 
men be permitted to deliver their ſentiments freely 
in matters of religion, and to propoſe their objec- 
tions againſt Chriſtianity itſelf, he declares it to be 
His opinion, that there would be no reaſon to be in 
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pain for the event. On the fide of Chriſtianity,” 
ſays he, I expect to ſee, as hitherto, the greateſt 
“ ſhare of learning, good ſenſe, true wit, and fair- 
«* neſs of diſputation ; which things, I hope, will 
* be ſuperior to low ridicule, falſe argument, and | 
* miſrepreſentation.” He farther obſerves, that all 
force on the minds of men, in the matters of be- 
lief, is contrary to religion in general, and the 
Chriſtian religion in particular; and that ſeverity, 
inſtead of doing good, has always done harm. 
Dr. Waddington, at that time biſhop of Chicheſter, 
who was highly pleaſed with the whole of Mr. 
Lardner's vindication of the three miracles, was 
not equally ſatisfied with his preface, and, therefore, 
wrote to him upon the ſubject. To the biſhop our 
author ſent an anſwer, which produced a ſecond 
letter from his lordſhip, and a reply in return. 
Theſe four letters, which were written with great 
mutual civility and reſpect, are given in the Appen- 
dix“; and it will now be little doubted, on what 
ſide lay the advantage of the argument. 

Another corteſpondent, occaſioned by the Vindi- 
cation of the Three Miracles, was the Lord Viſ- 
count Barrington; who had made ſome remarks, 
and ſuggeſted ſome difficulties concerning the death 
of Jairus's daughter. Theſe remarks are unhappily 
loſt; but Mr. Lardner's letter, in anſwer to them, 
is preſerved, and will be found in the Appendix. 
His lordſhip, who poſſeſſed a very enlightened 


Appendix, No I, Appendix, N' II. 1 
mind 
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mind on the ſubject of religious liberty, highly ap- 
proved of Mr. Lardner's preface; and the approba- 
tion of ſo good a judge was received by our author 
with peculiar ſatis faction. J have a great 
« deal of reaſon,” ſays he, to rejoice, that the 
* manner, in which the argument for free writing 
« is managed in the preface, is not unacceptable to 
% your lordſhip; for, as to the principles them- 
* ſelves, I had ne doubt but they would be agree- 
* able to your judgment, however they may be 
ſuſpected or diſliked by others, who have leſs 
« ſtudied the Chriſtian doctrine. A true Chriſtian 
* may ſuffer on the account of his religion, but he 
can never make others ſuffer on account of 
„ theirs: whatever may be the conſequence of it, 
we are not to ſupport Chriſtianity by force. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, rather than make uſe of 
*« compulſion, would chuſe to be without a fol- 
% lower. John, vi. 67. 

Though Mr. Lardner's time was chiefly employ- 


«c 


ed in his preparations for the pulpit, and in carry- 
ing on his great work, he, nevertheleſs, found 


leiſure i write other occaſional pieces, beſides his 


vindication of the three miracles. In 1730, he ſent a 
letter to Mr. Laroche, to be inſerted in his Literary 
Journal, a periodical work, which, beſides giving. 
an account of books, admitted ſhort original, com- 
munications, conſiſting of critical diſquiſitions and 


* Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 32. 
c 2 | diſſertations. 
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diſſertations. The ſubject of the letter was a diffi- 
culty concerning the omiſſion of the hiſtory of 
our Saviour's aſcenſion, in the goſpels of St. Mat- 
thew and St. John, though it is related by St. Mark 
and St. Luke. This difficulty our author has re- 
moved with his uſual good ſenſe and diſcernment, 
as the reader may ſee by having recourſe to the ap- 
pendix'. In the ſame year, he wrote his Letter on 
the Logos. It was not compoſed with a view to 
publication ; and, indeed, was not publiſhed till 
nearly thirty years after, when I ſhall have occaſion 
to mention it again. From a paſſage in the vin- 
dication of the three miracles, I colle& that 
Mr. Lardner had very recently embraced the 
doctrine advanced in the Letter, or, at leaſt, had not 
long come to a final determination on the ſubject. 
For in that paſſage he aſſerts, that our Saviour 
« deſcended from the height of glory he had with 
„ the Father".” Or is it to be confidered as an 
incidental expreſſion, which dropped from our 
author, though he might for ſome time have had 
his doubts and difficulties with regard to the præ- 
exiſtence of Chriſt ? 

In 1733, appeared the firſt volume of the ſecond 


part of The Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory ; 


* or the PRINCIPAL Facts of the New Teſtament 
confirmed by paſſages from ancient authors who 
«« were contemporary with our Saviour, or his 


Appendix, Ne III. m See the volume of Tracts, p. 41. 
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t apoſtles, or lived near their time.“ It was 
Mr. Lardner's original intention not to publiſh a 
part of the evidence for the principal facts of the 
New Teſtament, until the whole work was com- 
pleted. But he was diverted from this purpoſe by 
the importunities of his friends. He could have 
wiſhed, however, to have exhibited at once the 
whole evidence of the two firſt centuries of Chriſ- 
tianity ; but he thought it expedient to break off 
- ſooner, that he might not render the volume of an 
inconvenient ſize. Our author took this opportu- 
nity of expreſſing his gratitude for the favourable 
reception which had been given to the former part 
of his work. Beſides its being univerſally well 
received at home, it was ſo much approved abroad, 
that it was tranſlated by two learned foreigners ; by 
Mr. Cornelius Weſterbaen of Utrecht into Low 
Dutch, and by Mr. J. Chriſtopher Wolff of Ham- 
burgh into Latin. * I cannot but eſteem it,” ſays 
Mr. Lardner, as an uncommon happineſs, that 
my thoughts have been fo juſtly repreſented 
e by perſons well known in the republic of letters 
for compoſitions of their own.” 

The teſtimonies produced and conſidered, in the 
firſt volume of the ſecond part .of the Credibility, 
were thoſe of St. Barnabas, St. Clement, Hermas, 
St. Ignatius, St. Polycarp, Papias, Juſtin Martyr, 
Dionyſus of Corinth, Tatian, Hegeſippus, Melito, 
St. Irenzus, and Athenagoras. Our author has alſo 
treated on 2 fragment called St. Clement's ſecond 


C 3 epiſtle, 
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epiſtle, the relation of St. Polycarp's martyrdom, 
the evangeliſts in the reign of Trajan, the epiſtle to 
Diognetus, and the epiſtle of the churches of 
Vienne and Lyons. In the introduction, he hath 
given an admirable ſummary of the hiſtory of the 
New Teſtament. Among other proofs of appro- 
bation and regard which Mr. Lardner received in 
conſequence of this publication, he could not avoid 
being pleaſed with the following affectionate re- 
marks, by his learned and valuable friend, the Rev. 
Mr. Joſeph Hallet, jun. of Exeter. Your new 
& volume, with which you have now obliged the 
ce world, will, I am perſuaded, do good ſervice to 
« the cauſe of Chriſtianity. You cannot be igno- 
© rant of my opinion of it, from the converſation 
6 J had the honour to have with you about it in 
* your ſtudy.—Your method, upon the whole, 
* pleaſes me much better than Mr. Jones's, be- 
te cauſe he hardly ever does more than refer to 
* chapter, verſe, and page; whereas you write 
the words of the text and of the quotation at 
length; and when he has a huddle of references, 
* you, in the caſe of Irenzus, prudently chuſe one 
te plain quotation of each book of the New Teſta- 
* ment cited by him. When the work ſhall be all 
* finiſhed in that manner, it will be worth its 
weight in gold, and all the Chriſtian world will 
be obliged to thank you for it",” 


Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 49. 
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In 1725, was publiſhed the ſecond volume of 
the ſecond part of the Credibility of the Goſpel 
Hiſtory. The ſubjects of this volume were, 
Miltiades, Theophilus of Antioch, Pantænus, 


St. Clement of Alexandria, Polycrates, Heraclitus 


and ſeveral other writers near the end of the ſecond 


century, Hermias, Serapion, Tertullian, a number 


of authors who required only to be ſhortly mention- 


merit. 


ed, and certain ſuppoſititious writings of the ſecond 
century; ſuch as, the Acts of Paul and Thecla, 
the Sibylline Oracles, the Teſtaments of the Twelve 
Patriarchs, the Recognitions, the Clementine Ho- 
milies, and the Clementine Epitome. Among theſe 


different articles, thoſe which relate to St. Clement 


of Alexandria and Tertullian are peculiarly im- 
portant, and the remarks on the apocryphal works 
are very curious and uſeful. The farther Mr. Lard- 
ner proceeded in his deſign, the more did he ad- 
vance in eſteem and reputation among learned men 
of all denominations. Even the adverſaries to re- 
ligion could not withhold their teſtimony to his 
The noted Dr. Morgan, (afterwards the 
writer of the Moral Philoſopher,” in which re- 
velation was attacked with the greateſt virulence, 


and which hath received many noble and ſatiſ- 


factory anſwers) in a letter to our author, con- 
taining ſome objections to the firſt chapter of 
St. Luke's goſpel, compliments him highly on 
his integrity, impartiality, and candour. This 
letter, together with Mr. Lardner's ſenſible and 

Cc 4 judicious 
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judicious reply, will be found in the Apperi= 
dix“. 

In November 1736, our author was attacked by 
another ſevere and dangerous fever. The effects 
of it were ſuch, that he did not recover his health, 
ſo far as to be able to preach, till late in the ſpring 
of 1737. In that year, he publiſhed his Coun- 


«« ſels of Prudence for the uſe of young people; 


* a diſcourſe on the wiſdom of the Serpent 
* and the innocence of the Dove: in which are 
© recommended general rules of prudence; with 
particular directions relating to buſineſs, conver- 
« ſation, friendſhip, and uſefulneſs.” This diſ- 
courſe was generally and juſtly admired. Indeed, 
it contains moſt excellent advice to young perſons ; 
advice reſulting from the union of wiſdom, integri- 
ty, and knowledge of the world ; and which, if 
followed, would be the beſt foundation of hap- 
pineſs, both here and hereafter. 
mention of this diſcourſe, any ſingle youth ſhould 
be engaged ſo to attend to the directions it con- 
tains, as to reduce them to practice, the preſent 
Life of Dr. Lardner will have been written to a 
moſt valuable purpoſe. 

Dr. Secker, biſhop of Oxford, was highly pleaſed 
with the Counſels of Prudence. In a letter to our 
author, he expreſſed himſelf in the following 
terms: I am alſo in your debt for thoſe excellent 


5 Counſels of Prudence, which you publiſhed ſome 


o Appendix, Ne IV, 


« time 


If, from the 
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9 time ago, and would recommend it to you, to 


e relieve yourſelf now and then from your great 


'« work, and oblige the world with ſome of theſe 
"ac little pieces. One would hope they might do 
« a great deal of good in it, and I am ſure, there is 
«© great need of doing every thing that can be done 
to promote ſeriouſneſs and mildneſs among men.“ 
After giving this teſtimony to Mr. Lardner's diſ- 
33 the biſhop adds, that the number of religious 
perſons was dreadfully leſſened, and that thoſe who 
remained were very far from preſerving a due mo- 
deration and charity one towards another. I am 
= very ſorry,” ſays he, © for faults of this kind, 
«© which we of the eſtabliſhment fall into; and 


too many of you, I fear, are not leſs faulty; 


* though I do not take the ſpirit of ſome papers 


© to be the ſpirit of the Diſſenters. May God 
make us all wiſer and better; and may he long 


« preſerve your health, dear Sir, to be uſeful to 
* his church.” Here Dr. Secker had a reference 
to the controverſy which was then carrying on 
with regard to the juſtice, propriety, and expe- 


diency of retaining or repealing the corporation and 


| teſt acts; in which controverſy, as is uſual in ſuch 

caſes, ſome warm things (and perhaps warmer 

than was reaſonable and prudent) might be ad- 
vanced by ſeveral of the advocates for the diſſenters, 
as well as by their opponents. In anſwer to the 
latter part of the biſhop's letter, Mr. Lardner wrote 
as follows: 1 have 1 not received any information 


* concerning 
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* concerning the writer or writers of the papers 


« to which your lordſhip refers. But I believe | | 


% your lordſhip to be in the right, in ſuppoſing 


* that there are many diſſenters, by whom they 


« are not approved. So far as I know, the difſen- 
« ters are generally in a good temper. Some, in- 
% deed, were ſoured by a late diſappointment. 
* And they were chiefly of thoſe who uſed to be 
«« reputed men of moderation and charity, and who 
« were far from being diſaffected to the church of 
« England. For theſe, as it ſeems, were the men 


„ who were moſt earneſt in the affair: though all 


« ſuch did not engage in it with equal earneſtneſs. 
e Perhaps this may deſerve to be confidered*.” 
It is hence ſufficiently apparent, that our author 
did not approve of the refuſal that had been given 
to the repeal of the corporation and teſt acts, 
though he has expreſſed himſelf with his uſual 
mildneſs of ſentiment, and gentleneſs of language. 
In 1738, Mr. Lardner was enabled to give to 
the world the third volume of the ſecond part of 
the Credibility. This volume carried the evidence 
down to the year 233, and included Minucius Felix, 
Apollonius, Caius and others, Aſterius Urbanus, 
St. Alexander biſhop of Jeruſalem, St. Hippolytus, 
Ammonius, Julius Africanus, Origen, and St. Fer- 
milian. Some of theſe articles are of great conſe- 


quence, and I need not inform my readers that 


? Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 66—68, 
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account of Origen. 
Our author, in this ſame year, drew up a paper, 


containing © Remarks upon ſome Difficulties con- 
« cerning the Chriſtian Doctrine.” Theſe remarks 


were in anſwer to a friend, who had made certain 


objections to the excellence and uſefulneſs of ſeveral 


of the precepts of our holy religion. Mr. Lardner's 


paper, which is inſerted in the Appendix, diſplays 


his cuſtomary good ſenſe, and ſagacity of obſerva- 


tion 7. 
In 1739, there was only one publication by our 


author, which was intitled, A Caution againſt 
Conformity to this World.” It conſiſted of 


two diſcourſes, which had been preached from 


Romans xii. 2, and which may juſtly be conſidered 


as a ſequel to the Counſels of Prudence. The di- 


rections and cautions given in theſe ſermons will 
be found uſeful at all times; and an attention to 
them would be highly ſeaſonable at preſent ; when, 


without indulging to fatirical reffections upon the 


age, it may too truly be aſſerted, that the influ- 


ence of general cuſtom and faſhion is not always 
favourable to thoſe diſpoſitions and habits which 


are recommended by wiſdom, piety, and virtue. 


Early in January, 1740, appeared the fourth 


volume of the ſecond part ef the Credibility. Our 
author began this volume with an account of va- 


Appendix, Ne V. 
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rious writers of leſs note in the former part of the 
third century, and then proceeded to the conſidera- 
tion of Noetus, and others who were called here- 
tics at that period; ſuch as the Valeſians, the An- 
gelics, the Apoſtolics, and the Origeniſts. But the 
volume was chiefly devoted to St. Gregory, biſhop 
of Neoczfarea ; Dionyſius, biſhop of Alexandria; 
and St. Cyprian, biſhop of Carthage. 

laſt articles are very copious and curious. 
On the 17th of January, Mr. Lardner loſt his 
father, who departed this life in the 87th year of 
his age. With his worthy parent our author had 
reſided ever ſince he had quitted Lady Treby's fa- 


mily ; and how much he was affected by his de- 


ceaſe, will ſtrongly be manifeſted from what he 
wrote upon the occaſion. I am,” ſays he, full 


* of grief, and find it very difficult to bear up un- 


« der the affliction. I entreat the Lord Almighty 
* to be my father and protector, to ſupport me, 
* and to guide me in the remaining part of my life, 
* ſo as that I may live to his praiſe and glory. I 
* entreat and pray that he will enable me to be- 
have as a Chriſtian, and one perſuaded of his 
* fatherly care and protection; and that this af- 
5e fliction may be improved by me for my farther 
* humiliation and repentance ; for engaging in a 
* cloſer dependance on God; for quickening my 
_ © preparations for another and better world.” He 
farther writes: I find this affliction ſit very heavy 
% upon me. My deareſt brother, Richard Lardner, 


ce died 


The two | | 
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4 died in April, 1733, ſome little time before I 
« publiſhed the firſt volume of the ſecond part of 


the Credibility. The fourth volume of this 
work was publiſhed but a few days before my 


« father died. 
- Conſidering the great age of old Mr. Lander 


| that he had been weakened for ſome years before 


by a paralytic diſorder ; and that the deafneſs of 
his ſon muſt have been ſome obſtruction to their 
mutual converſation, it may perhaps be thought 
that the grief which our author has expreſſed above 
was rather too exceſſive. But whoever reflects upon 


the matter will be ſenſible, that there muſt have been 
ſomething very excellent both in the father and 


the ſon, and very engaging in their manner of 
living together, when a ſeparation, which ſo long 
muſt have been expected, could have been thus 


painful to the ſurvivor. Such parental and filial 


regard cannot but appear beautiful and delightful 
to every well-regulated mind. Dr. Lardner was 
finely attempered to the ſocial affections ; and he 
has recorded, in his Vindication of the Three Mi- 
racles, that, for his own part, he never loved 
ſtoical principles or diſpoſitions *. 

A character of old Mr. Lardner was drawn up 
by Mr. Neal, and will be found in the Appen- 


dix It may be obſerved by the way, that Mr. 


Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 87—89. Volume of 
| Tracts, p. 48. © Appendix, Ne VI. 
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Richard Lardner, our author's only brother, was 


a counſellor at law. They had but one ſiſter, ©” 


Elizabeth, who was married to the Rev. Mr. Da- 
niel Neal, now mentioned ; a gentleman who, not 
to ſpeak of his other writings, is well known to 
the learned world by his Hiſtory of England, and 
ſtill more by his Hiſtory of the Puritans, 

Mr. Lardner's excellent friend, Mr. Hallet, en- 
tered deeply into his feelings on the death of his 


father, and wrote him a letter, upon that event, 


which was full of ſympathy and piety *. On the 


25th of May, in this ſame year, our author met 


with another affliction, in the deceaſe of his highly . 


valued colleague, Dr. William Harris. On this 
occaſion, it naturally fell upon him to preach the 


funeral ſermon, which he did from 2 Theſſ. i. 10, 
In the diſcourſe, which was printed, and will be 


found in his works, he gave a high and, I doubt 
not, a juſt character of Dr. Harris. The doctor 
was, indeed, for a great number of years, a very 
eminent miniſter, among the proteſtant diſſenters, 


He had been choſen paſtor of the congregation at 


Crouched Fryers, in 1698, when he was only in 
the 23d year of his age, and continued in that re« 
lation to his death in 1740. It appears that he 


was a gentleman of various accompliſhments, be- 


ing a man of the world, as well as a ſcholar. In 
his writings, he paid a greater attention to neatneſs 
and elegance of compoſition than was done by 


5 Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 89-91. 
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of his brethren; and his diſcourſes on the 
Moeſſiah have been held in much reputation. A 


Funeral ſermon for him was likewiſe preached and 
publiſhed by Dr. Groſvenor. 

Soon after Dr. Harris's deceaſe, Mr. Lardner 
had an unanimous invitation to undertake the paſ- 
toral charge of the ſociety at Crouched Fryers, in 
conjunction with ſome other miniſter of whom they 


ſhould make a choice. Upon receiving this invita- 
tion, he conſulted with his friend Mr. Hallet, who 


E- ſtrongly urged him to accept of it; and endea- 


voured to remove the difficulties he might feel on 
that head, and eſpecially thoſe ariſing from his 
' deafneſs. Mr. Hallet wiſhed him to acquire a 


larger concern in directing the affairs of a congre- 


gation than he had hitherto done, and to appear at 


| the Fund, and other places, as one of the chief 


among the diſſenting miniſters, according to his real 


| deſerts *. Whatever were Mr. Lardner's reaſons, 


he declined taking a ſhare in the paſtoral office. It 
is probable that his deafneſs contributed, among. 
other cauſes, to this determination. In Novem- 


ber, Mr. (afterwards Dr.) George Benſon was 
- Choſen ſole paſtor of the ſociety, and our author 


continued aſſiſtant preacher. 


It was not till the year 174.3, that Mr. 1 
was enabled to give to the public the fifth volume 


| of the ſecond part of the Credibility, This vo- 


= Ibid. p. QI—95. 
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lume comprehended St. Cornelius and St. Lucius, 
biſhops of Rome, Novatus, Dionyſius biſhop of 
Rome, Commodian, Malchion, Anatolius and 
three others, biſhops of Laodicea, Theognoſtus, 
Theonas biſhop of Alexandria, Pierius preſbyter 
of the church of the ſame city, two Doritheuſes, 
Victorinus biſhop of Pettaw, Methodius biſhop of 
Olympus in Lycia, Lucian preſbyter of Antioch, 
Heſychius biſhop in Egypt, Pamphilus preſbyter of 
Cæſarea, Phileas biſhop of Thmuis in Egypt, Phi- 
loromus receiver-general at Alexandria, Peter 
biſhop of Alexandria, and the Miletians. In an 
advertiſement, prefixed to the volume, our author 
expreſſes his apprehenſions that ſome perſons might 
be ready to charge him with prolixity in the con- 
duct of his undertaking. But he hath offered ſuch 
reaſons for the method he has purſued, as will ſa- 
tisfy every reflecting mind. Among other things, 
he obſerves, that the particular deſign of his work 
was to enable perſons of ordinary capacities, who 
had not an opportunity of reading many authors, 
to judge for themſelves concerning the external 
eyidence of the facts related in the New Teſta- 
ment. I write,” ſays he, ** chiefly for gentle- 
men, and ſuch others as are not poſſeſſed of large 


« libraries; and therefore I produce paſſages of ? : 


« ancient authors at length, and oftentimes tranſ- 


* cribe alſo the original words at the bottom of 4 
« the page, that this evidence may at once appear 


* in a clear and ſatisfactory light,” 
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by In the fame year, the world was indebted to 
Mr. Lardner for another valuable performance, the 
48 title of which was, The Circumſtances of the 
= * Jewiſh People an Argument for the Truth of 

e the Chriſtian Religion.” It conſiſts of three 

| 4 diſcourſes on Romans xi. 11; in which the 
grand points inſiſted upon by our author, and 
maintained with great perſpicuity and ſucceſs, are, 
that the preſent ſtate of the Jews was foretold by 
our Lord; that it is agreeable to many prophecies 
in the Old Teſtament ; that it affords reaſon to 
believe that the Meſſiah is already come; that it 
> furniſhes an argument for the divine authority of 
the goſpel; and that it exhibits an atteſtation to 
divers things, upon which ſome evidences of Chriſ- 
tianity depend. 


a > Mr, Lardner ſuſtained this year a domeſtic af- 
1 fliction, in the deceaſe of his brother-in-law, the 
1. Reverend Daniel Neal, M. A.; and in the next 
o Pear (1744) he had the calamity of loſing a moſt 

intimate and beloved friend, and a diſtant relation 
of buy marriage, Dr. Jeremiah Hunt. This gentle- 
" man died on the 5th of September, and was juſtly 
| lamented by many of the moſt reſpectable diſſen- 


. = ters in the city of London. Mr. Lardner preached 
8 x his funeral ſermon, from John xiv. 2 ; and hath 
> drawn his character at length, and with great af- 
of | yl + tection. Indeed, he appears to have deſerved every 

* encomium. Among his other qualities, he had an 
4 ; uncommon talent at communicating inſtruction by 
Vox, I. d converſation, 
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converſation, which he carried on in ſo perſpicu- 
ous and pleaſing a manner, that it mightily en- 
gaged the attention and won the hearts of young 
people. I have ſeldom known more enlightened 
and judicious Chriſtians than thoſe who enjoyed, in 
early life, the friendſhip of Dr. Hunt. The doc- 
tor, whoſe learning was very extenſive, and whoſe 
knowledge of the ſcriptures was profound, enter- 
tained a great contempt for Infidels, who pretend 
to condemn revelation, without ever having ap- 


plied to it a careful ſtudyand conſideration. Though 


they are apt to give themſelves airs of ſuperior _- 


knowledge, he looked upon the whole body of 


them, as a ſort of men, who had only a very 


ſuperficial acquaintance both with ſcripture and 
antiquity. To this ignorance of theirs he in part 
aſcribed their infidelity ; for he uſed to aſſert, that 


all antiquity confirms and corroborates revelation ”, 


Theſe ſentiments of Dr. Hunt have their founda- 


tion in reaſon, It cannot, indeed, be denied, that 
a number of ingenious men, of extenſive knowledge 
in certain reſpects, are ſceptical with regard to re- 


ligion. But then they have not examined this 


particular ſubject with a becoming ſeriouſneſs and 
impartiality. They have not thoroughly ſtudied 


the various external and internal evidences which 


haye been urged in proof of Chriſtanity ; and eſpe- 


dSee the volume of Sermons, p. 118. 
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cially, they have not ſearched into the ſcriptures 


themſelves, thence to deduce the real doctrines of 


and conceived a diſlike to them, from the abſtruſe 
ſyſtems and formularies which all eſtabliſhments 
have adopted. Dr, Hunt had a ſtrong perſuaſion 
that the age ſucceeding that in which he lived. 
would be as remarkable for enthuſiaſm, as his own 


Was for infidelity. His prediction hath already, in 


' ſome degree, been accompliſhed. Enthuſiaſm hath 


ſtrongly ſeized a part of the people, while infidelity 


has prevailed among others; ſo that, betwixt them 


both, rational religion has ſuffered not a little. But 
let not her friends be diſcouraged ; for, in the due 


order of Providence, ſhe will, I doubt not, revive 


with freſh luſtre and beauty, and, at length, draw 


all men after her. 


In 1745, Mr. Lardner G the public with 


another volume of his great work, being the ſixth 


of the ſecond part. Excepting one chapter, rela- 
tive to Archelaus biſhop in Meſopotamia, the 
whole volume was devoted to the Manichees; and 


the account of them is eminently curious and in- 


ſtructive. When our author began his work, he 
declined writing the hiſtory of the heretics of the 
two firſt centuries, becauſe of the difficulty of the 


ſubject, and for ſome other reaſons ; not intending 
RE ek | 


to omit it entirely, but deferring it till another op- 
portunity, But when he came lower, theſe reaſons 
no longer operated ; ; and, therefore, from the be- 
d2 ginning 


xxxvi 1 u LIFE OF 

ginning of the fourth volume, he introduced, as 
occaſion offered, a number of writers who were 
deemed heretical, and whoſe teſtimonies contri- 
buted to his main deſign *. 

In the ſame year, Mr. Lardner reviſed and pub- 
liſhed a volume of poſthumous ſermons of the 
Rev. Mr. Kirby Reyner, of Briſtol. This was 
done at the requeſt of the family ; and in ſerving the 
family, he did ſervice to the cauſe of religion ; for, 
if I am not miſtaken in my recollection, Mr. Rey- 
ner's diſcourſes are of that plain and practical na- 
ture, which renders them -excellently adapted for 
the uſe of common Chriſtians. 

It was in the beginning of this year, that Mr, 
Lardner received a diploma from the Mariſchal 
college of Aberdeen, conferring upon him the de- 
gree of Doctor in Divinity. The diploma was 
voted in the moſt obliging manner, and was ren- 
dered agreeable by its having the cordial and una- 
nimous ſignature of the profeſſors of the college. 
This was an honour which our author did not ſo- 
licit, but which, when it was beſtowed upon him, 
he did not think it unbecoming in him to accept ; 
preſerving herein the due medium, between ſeeking 
for ſuch a diſtinction, and deſpiſing it when offered. 
His own remark, in the caſe of Dr. Hunt, deſerves 
notice. In the year 1729,” ſays he, “ the uni- 
#* yerſity of Edinburgh, out of a regard to his diſ- 


* Advertiſement prefixed to the fifth volume, 
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*« tinguiſhed merit, complimented him with the 
„ higheſt honorary title in their gift; a piece of 
« reſpect, not to be flighted by any man of letters.“ 
When we conſider Dr. Lardner's extraordinary at- 
tainments and learning, the reflection which he made, 
on receiving his degree, diſplayed an extraordinary 


humbleneſs of mind. I pray God,” faid he, 


I may not be elevated by any acceptance my la- 
© bours meet with; but that I may proceed with 
*« humility, diligence, and integrity in the whole of 
% my life*.” 

With relation, in genetal, to this academical 
diſtinction, it may be obſerved, that when it is 
conferred without merit, it cannot give honour ; 
that when it is beſtowed upon merit, it becomes a 
proper mark of reſpe& ; and that merit, untitled, 
can ſhine by its own luſtre. Though the friends 
of the late Reverend Hugh Farmer did not pro- 
cure for him a diploma, his- abilities and learning 
will carry down his name with reputation to poſ- 
terity. The title of Doctor could not have added 


to the celebrity of ſuch men as Richard Hooker, 


John Hales, Jofeph Mede, and William Chilling- 


worth, in the church of England ; or of Matthew 


Poole, John Howe, and Richard Baxter, among 
the diſſenters. 


Dr. Lardner, in 1746, was appointed one of the 


1 correſpondent members at London, of the ſociety 


Volume of Sermons, p. 112. d Memoirs of Lardner, 
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in Scotland, for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, 
and proteſtant principles, in the northern parts of 
that country, and the numerous iſlands which are 
ſituated near its coaſts. This tribute of reſpect was 
probably the reſult of ſome ſervice or benefaction 
to that excellent and uſeful ſociety. 

In 1748, our author was engaged in ſaperintend- 
ing a new edition of the two firſt volumes of the 
ſecond part of the Credibility ; and in the fame 
year he publiſhed the ſeventh volume of that part. 
The perſons of whom an account was given, and 
whoſe teſtimonies were recited in this volume, 
were, Arnobius, Lactantius, Alexander biſhop of 

- Akxandria, Arius and his followers, and Con- 
itantine the Great, the firſt Chriſtian emperor. 
There were, likewiſe, two chapters on the Do- 
natiſts, and on the burning of the ſcriptures, in 
the time of Diocleſian's perſecution. It will ap- 
pear, from the names I have mentioned, that moſt 
of theſe articles are of peculiar importance. The 
character of Conſtantine is ſtated and eſtimated 
with equal eandour and judgment ; and the ob- 
ſervations on the ſtory of that emperor's having ſeen 
in the heavens, nearly at mid-day, the trophy of 
the croſs, placed above the ſun, conſiſting of light, 
with an inſcription annexed, BY THIS CONQUER, 


account the more eminently qualified for the exe- 


Was 


are very ſagacious and convincing. Credulity not 
having been Dr. Lardner's foible, he was on that 


cution of the great work he had undertaken. There 


ai 
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4 was an Appendix to this volume, in anſwer to ſome 
1 remarks which Mr. Jackſon had made upon our : 
; author's fifth volume, relative to the riſe of Sabel- 
lianiſm, and the name of Novatus. W hoever is 
diſpoſed to look into the Appendix, which in the 
preſent edition is ſubjoined to that part of the Cre- 
dibility to which it more immediately belongs, 
will have little heſitation in determining on what 
ide lay the advantage of the argument. 
This year Dr. Lardner loſt his ſiſter, Mrs. Eli- 
© zabeth Neal; whoſe deceaſe drew from him the fol- 
- lowing pious and affectionate reflections. I am 
a the oldeſt of the three children which God gave 
to my honoured parents. I am {till preſerved : 
© but now all worldly friendſhips fade, and are 
Worth little. I have lately publiſhed the ſeventh 
volume of the ſecond part of the Credibility : but 
<* a temper and conduct worthy the doctrine of the 
* goſpel, are more valuable than any written de- 
* fences and apologies for it, or explications of it. 
I] beg that I may be more and more poſſeſſed of 
** that temper of humility and meekneſs which ſhall 
AI bear good fruits: and I have great reaſon to think 
. * of another world, and the change which I muſt 
© paſs under. I cannot expect, any more, ſuch 
= © tenderneſs and affection as have been ſhewn me 
= << * by my father, mother, brother, and liſter, now 
no more in this world*,” 


© Ibid. p. 97. 
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A new edition of the third volume of the ſecond 
part of the Credibility was called for in 1750 ; and 
in the courſe of the ſame year appeared the eighth 
volume. This volume began with the council of 
Nice, and then proceeded to Euſebius biſhop of 
Cæſarea. The other perſons and objects treated of 
were, Marcellus biſhop of Ancyra in Galatia, Eu- 
ſtathius biſhop of Antioch, Athanaſius biſhop of 
Alexandria, a dialogue againſt the Marcionites, 
Juvencus, Julius Firmicus Maternus, Cyril of Je- 
ruſalem, the Audians, Hilary of Poictiers, Aerius, 
the council of Laodicea, Epiphanius biſhop in Cy- 
prus, and the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions and Canons. 
In this volume, the.two firſt articles are of pecu- 
liar importance. At the concluſion of the account 
of the council of Nice, are ſome admirable reflec- 
tions on the conduct of that council, and on the 
pernicious effects of introducing ſubſcriptions, au- 
thority, and force into the Chriſtian church. In 
the hiſtory of Euſebius, which is very copious, 
we meet with a number of excellent obſervations 


concerning the diviſions of the ſacred books, the 


character of the writers of them, and the employ- 
ment of the apoſtles, and apoſtolical men. With 
theſe biſhop Secker was highly pleaſed ; but he 
was not equally ſatisfied with what our author had 
advanced in relation to the council of Nice. The 
letter which his lordſhip wrote to Dr. Lardner 
upon the occaſion, together with the doctor's 

N ; anſwer, 
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Ei 4 nſwer, may be ſeen in the Appendix. Dr. 


Secker's letter marks the turn of his mind, and 
will furniſh matter of reflection to the curious 
reader, who has a talent at diſcerning the nice diſ- 
-criminations of character. 

In this ſame year, our author publiſhed a volume 
of ſermons, the ſubjects of which are intirely of a 
| practical nature. Theſe ſermons, as might be ex- 
pected from Dr. Lardner, are very judicious and 
inſtructive, and the peruſal of them cannot fail of 
8 acceptable and uſeful to candid and ſerious 
Chriſtians. Our author having preſented theſe 

diſcourſes, together with the eighth volume of the 

W-codibility, to Dr. Doddridge, that gentleman wrote 

a letter of acknowledgment in return, which is in- 

ſerted in the Appendix. Dr. Doddridge's letter is 

rather curious; partly as it diſplays ſomething of 
the ſentiments and diſpoſition of that excellent 
man; and partly as it exhibits a ſmall foible in his 
character, which was that of repreſenting with too 
much parade the various employments and buſineſs 


wherein he was engaged. 


Dr. Lardner, in 1751, reſigned the office of 
morning preacher at Crouched Fryers. His reaſons 
2 this determination were, the continuance and 


even increaſe of his deafneſs, the ſmallneſs of the 
morning auditory, and the importance of redeeming 
time for carrying on his long work. Dr. Benſon, 


Appendix, N' VII. a Appendix, N' VIII. 
whom 
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whom he had acquainted, by letter, with his pur- 
poſe of reſignation, wrote thus to him in return. 
« I was ſo much affected, on Monday evening, 
* upon reading your letter, that I had very little 
„ ſleep that night; and my mind ſtill remains 
« greatly affected with the thoughts of parting 
« with you. For though I cannot but own I feel 
* the weight of your reaſons, yet J muſt frankly 
tell you, I do not expect ever to have an aſſiſtant, 
in whom I can place fo thorough a confidence, 
* and for whom I can entertain ſo warm an affec- 
* tion, and ſo high an eſteem. I thank you hearti- 
ly for all your friendly, kind, and obliging treat- 
ment of me, eſpecially ſince I came to Crouched 
% Fryers; and I earneſtly deſire that our friendſhip 
* may never be interrupted *. 

Our author, adhering to his reſolution, preached 
his laſt ſermon on the 23d of June; having been 
aſſiſtant at Crouched Fryers nearly twenty-two 
years. His farewell diſcourſe was taken from 2 Cor. 
iv. 18. While we look not at the things which 
« are ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen; for 
* the things which are ſeen are temporal, but the 
„ things which are not ſeen are eternal.” Theſe 
words afforded a fine ſubje&t for the conclu- 
ſion cf Dr. Lardner's pious and faithful labours 
in the pulpit. In a letter written to him by a 
friend, in 1748, are ſome obſervations, concerning 


f Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 107. 
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his character as a preacher, and the cauſe of his not 
being generally acceptable, which it may not be 
amiſs to tranſcribe. © It has often grieved me to 
« ſee ſo few perſons attend your public adminiſtra- 
tions, and puzzled me to aſſign a reaſon for it. 
When I conſider the ſimplicity, propriety, and 
X « purity of your language; the juſtneſs of your 
= «< ſentiments ; the importance of the ſubje&s you 
handle; the ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity that ani- 
3 mates every part of your performances; that 
1 « you never meddle with any of the diſputable 
points that divide and alienate Proteſtants ; nay, 
1 * have treated even Popery itſelf in ſuch a manner 
Rt * as ſhews you to be indeed an imitator of the 
= © meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt; what can 
® © be the reaſon? I can think of none but this, 
that there is ſome little imperfection in your 
5 *« ſpeech. Your voice is naturally ſtrong, clear, 
© © and agreeable ; but it is not difficult to perceive, 
in forming ſome ſounds, that the organs of 
$ © ſpeech are weak. But I take this to be the leaſt 
* part of the defect; which, from long and careful 
je © obſervation, I think conſiſts in two things, V2. 
ſe MR < Indiſtinneſs, or ſlipping over now and then a 
1- word or ſyllable; or rurning them too cloſe to- 
rs gether, eſpecially at the end of a ſentence; and 
a © < uſually at the fame time lowering your voice. 
12 This is moſt remarkable in your prayer, leſs ſo 
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It is certain that Dr. Lardner's mode of elocu- 
tion muſt have been very unpleaſant. That, from i 
his early and extreme deafneſs, he could have no . 
ſuch command of his voice, as to give it a due mo- Z p 
dulation, thoſe who were perſonally acquainted ti 
with him well knew. When to this it is added, 7 


cannot be a matter of ſurpriſe that he was not po- 3 
pular. Some few judicious perſons, who could 
raiſe their minds above all external advantages 
admired him extremely: but ſuch hearers can 
never be numerous. 5 ; 
The ninth volume of the ſecond part of the WW 
Credibility appeared in 1752. In the preface to q 
it our author aſſigns the reaſon why, with ed ; 
to a few names, he had been obliged to tranſgreſs * ; 
the order of time. He was deſirous that Ephrem 
the Syrian ſhould be in the former volume; and 10. 
the chapter was completed as far as it could be BS 
done from the Greek edition of his works at Ox- 1 tho 
ford, and the firſt two volumes of the edition then 
begun at Rome. But Dr. Lardner having been III 
informed that the remaining volumes of the Roman R b 
edition might be expected in a ſhort time, he Wc U 
determined to wait for them; and they did not, I 
come to his hands till ſeveral months after he lhe 


Is 
5 
174 


* 


BS 8 


tec 


5 tics 


. Nuſu⸗ 
publication * g 


$ Ibid. p. 107—109. 


DR. LARDNER. xv 


publication of the eighth volume. Ephrem being 
laid aſide, he took Epiphanius; and the Apoſtolical 
: + = Conſtitutions naturally followed, which requiring 
a long chapter, ſome other articles, of ſmaller 


bee treated of in the ninth volume were, Bits: 
all i © ticius biſhop of Autun, Triphyllius, Fortunatianus, 
d, if © Photinus, Euſebius biſhopof Vercelli, Lucifer bithop 


it 9 of Cagliari in Sardinia, Gregory biſhop of Elvira, 
o-Phæbadius biſhopof Agen, Caius Marius Victorinus 
1d = 


1 Afer, Apollinarius biſhop of Laodicea, Damaſus bi- 
1 . ſhop of Rome, Baſil biſhop of Cæſarea in Cappado- 
an g.. Gregory Nazianzen, Amphilochius biſhop of 
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1 ſus, Philaſter biſhop of Breſcia, Gaudentius biſhop 


em of the ſame city, Sophronius, and Theodore biſhop 


_ F; of Mopſueſtia i in Cilicia. There is, alſo, a long and 
| beW-urious s chapter concerning the Priſcillianiſts, and a 
DX 5 ſhorter one, relative to a Commentary upon thir- 
hen teen of St. Paul's epiſtles, inſcribed by many to 
deen Hilary deacon of Rome. To this volume were 
man Ef cubjoined, * Remarks upon Mr. Bower's Account 

„of the Manichees, in the ſecond volume of his 
not 41 ** Hiſtory of the Popes.” Mr. Bower had retailed 
che the common calumnies with regard to theſe here- 
tics, which are refuted by our author with his 


Euſual candour, good ſenſe, and knowledge of anti- 


quity. 


ation 


, 


quity. The remarks, in the preſent edition, | 
annexed to the hiſtory of the Manichees. Ih this p 7 23 
year (1752) a ſecond impreſſion was called for f 
the Diſcourſes on the Circumſtances of the Jewiſh * 
People. 2 5 
The next year produced the tenth volume of the * 
ſecond part of the Credibility; in which the per- | * 
ſons treated of are few in number, but very im- BY 
portant with reſpect to their character, works, and «4 
teſtimony. They are Jerome, Rufinus, Auguſtin 
biſhop of Hippo Regius in Africa, and John 
Chryſoſtom biſhop of Conſtantinople. A ſhort 
chapter-is introduced, on the Third Council of 4 
Carthage. Two other publications came from 
Dr. Lardner in the ſame year. The firſt was, 
* A Diſſertation upon the two Epiſtles aſcribed © 
* to Clement of Rome, lately publiſhed by ; 
« Mr. Wetſtein; with large extracts out of them, 5 
* and an argument owing them not to be 
* genuine.” At the cloſe of this judicious and} 3 
elaborate diſſertation, our author has made ſome 5 
obſeryations concerning the deſign of his great un- 
dertaking, which the reader will probably not bel fs 
diſpleaſed with peruſing. © When,” ſays hel C 
** tidings were firſt brought hither, that Mr. Wet-# ki 
* ſtein had received two new epiſtles of Clement 
* out of the Eaſt, ſeveral of my friends and reader 
** ſignified their deſire, that when they ſhould be 
* publiſhed, I wound obſcrye the teſtimony therein 1 
7 | 6 afforded 
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re * afforded to the books of the New Teſtament ; 
is which ſervice I have now performed, according 
of ® b % to my ability. They ſuppoſed it to be a ne- 
a e ceſſary part of the work, in which I have been 

7 long employed: which is not barely a biblio- 
tell Mee theque of eccleſiaſtical authors, or memoirs of 

| 455 eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, but was begun, and has 

. been carried on with a view of ſhowing the 

„ truth of the Chriſtian religion; particularly, 
e the truth and credibility of the | evangelical 
c hiſtory, and the antiquity, genuineneſs, and 
i F* authority of the books of the New Teſtament, 
Ec the original records of the doctrine and mira- 
cles of our Saviour and his apoſtles, And all 
„ along great care has been taken, to diſtinguiſh 
genuine from ſuppoſititious writings; which I 
now reflect upon with much ſatisfaction. In 
Ry e this method, witneſſes, when produced, appear 
[ = in their true time and character; and every one 
and * is able to judge of the value of their teſti- 


bY The "IN production of Dr. Lardner, which 
Fame out in 1753, appeared without his name, and 


t bl | UE intitled, An Eſſay on the Moſaic Account of 
he.. the Creation and Fall of Man.” By the misfor- 


Vet 1 unes of the bookſeller, almoſt the Whole impreſſion 


nent vas loſt ; fo that, in the preſent edition, it has the 


408 | recommendation of novelty. Our author adopts 
d W he literal ſenſe of the hiſtory of our firſt parents, 
ercn 7 Ind after having critically explaincd the nar- 
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ration, deduces from it a variety of important ob- 
ſervations. 

Dr. Lardner was now drawing to the concluſion 
of the ſecond part of the Credibility. In 1754, 
the eleventh volume of it was publiſhed, contain- % 
ing a ſuccin& hiſtory of the principal Chriſtian % 
writers of the fifth, ſixth, and following centuries, % 
to the beginning of the twelfth century; with their > 
teſtimony to the books of the New Teſtament. % 
The perſons introduced in this volume were more 
than forty in number, it not being neceſſary to 
make the articles ſo large and particular, as had s 
been requiſite at a more early period. An Appen- « 
dix was added, giving an account of the eccle- 
fiaſtical hiſtories of Socrates, Sozomen, and Theo- « 
doret. « 

It had begun to be ſuggeſted, by ſome perſons, « 
that our author had carried down his teſtimonics * 
lower than was needful to the purpoſe of his main « 
argument. But ſuch a ſuggeſtion was not the 
reſult of a due conſideration of the matter. The C 
Rev. Dr. Henry Miles of Toqting, an eminent '* 
diſſenting miniſter, and a reſpectable member of 
the Royal Society, expreſſed his ſentiments to . 
Dr. Lardner upon the ſubje& in ſo: judicious 2 * ar 
manner, after reading the eleventh volume, that 1 ab 
they well deſerve to be inſerted. I thank God, i 
ſays he, who has enabled you to finiſh your # 
« deſign in a collection of ancient teſtimonies, &c. # bl 
4 for the ſervice of the Chriſtian cauſe; the benefit? 
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pL 7 of which the preſent generation and future ages 

1 

23 „ will reap. The more I conſider the characters 

n & of the writers, cited by you, in the former, and 


1, 3+ this volume, the more am I ſatisfied you did 


a |. right to bring your work down ſo far as you have 
an & done. Thoſe who have been, or are otherwiſe 
s, ze minded, do not ſeem to me to have well con- 
eit : & ſidered the diſtance of time at which we are re- 
it. moved from the period to which your laſt 


volume reacheth ; nor how far it was neceſſary 
to & to preclude the cavils and exceptions, which our 
dad 6 enemies, and their ſucceſſors, may be ready to 
n- make to the truths of the goſpel hiſtory: nor is 
1 | it conſidered, that the diſtance will be continually 

growing. For my part (ſetting aſide the conſi- 

1 deration of your principal view) I cannot help 
"ns, * looking upon it as a very uſeful and deſirable un- 
nies & dertaking, if we regard it as a branch of eccleſi- 
lain 4 aſtical hiſtory; of which we have nothing in our 
the 6. language that can render it unneceſſary; and 
The moreover, if we conſider it as containing a va- 
nent & riety of important inſtructions, which no careful 
r of 1 reader can overlook, in the characters and con- 
5 o duct of the writers, mentioned by you. Sure I 
1s 20 C am, this leſſon all may naturally be taught; how 
that " abſolutely neceſſary it is for us to regard the 
od, I inſpired writings as the rule of our faith and 
you' practice, and not the dictates or conduct of falli- 


Kc. # ble men in former or later ages 
neft 
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As ſuch a quantity and variety of matter were 
comprehended in our author's great work, an epi- 
tome of it became very deſirable, to aſſiſt the re- 
collection of the memory, and to diſplay in one 
view the force of the argument. Accordingly, this 5 
was undertaken by Dr. Lardner himſelf, who, in 
the twelfth and laſt volume of the ſecond part, | 
which was publiſhed in 1755, gave a general re- 
view of his deſign, and an admirable recapitulation | 
of the eleven preceding volumes, with ſome new 
additional obſervations. Liſts were added, of various 
readings, and of texts explained ; together with an 
alphabetical catalogue of Chriſtian authors, ſects, 
and writings, and an alphabetical table of principal 
matters. 

About this time, Dr. Lardner, in conjunction 
with Dr. Chandler, Dr. John Ward, and the Rev. 
Mr. Edward Sandercock, was engaged in peruſing, 
and preparing for the preſs, ſome poſthumous diſſer- 1 
tations of the Rev. Mr. Moſes Lowman, a learned W c 
diſſenting miniſter at Clapham. Various works 
were written by this gentleman, among which three 3 
have been held in conſiderable eſteem by the public. i ct 
Theſe are, a Treatiſe on the Civil Government of 
the Hebrews, another on the Ritual of that people, 1. it 
and a Commentary on the Revelations. He wrote 4 
alſo a ſhort piece, drawn up in the mathematical 
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form, to prove the being and perfections of God bj [oi 
the argument a priori. Dr. Chandler, in his fune-| 5 a 
ral ſermon for Mr. Lowman, aſſerted that it was w: 


an abſolute demonſtration, Perhaps it came as 
near 
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= near to it as any thing that has been written upon 
the ſubject: but I dare not pronounce that there is 
no flaw in the reaſoning, or that it will produce 
> Z undeniable conviction. It was as an author that 
S x 7 Mr. Lowman excelled, and not as a preacher. 
n 2 His diſcourſes in the pulpit were ſo obſcure, that a 
, gentleman of great intelligence, one of his congre- 


- > gation, ſaid he could never underſtand him. 

Early in the ſpring of the year 1756, I had the 
happineſs of commencing an acquaintance with 
Dr. Lardner, and the honour of its being ſought 
for on his ſide, in conſequence of the favourable 
opinion which his candour had led him to form of 
me, from the firſt ſermon I ever printed, on the 
advantages of religious knowledge. In the ſame 
year, the doctor publiſhed the firſt and ſecond 
volumes of the Supplement to the Credibility of 
the Goſpel Hiſtory. It fell to my lot to be the 
er- Monthly reviewer of theſe volumes; and the ac- 

counts which I gave of them were ſo fortunate as to 

rks obtain our author's approbation. He did not know, 
at the time, from whom they came. To what cir- 
ie. cumſtance it was owing that the review of the 
5 work was conſigned to me, I cannot now recollect, 
1 it not being till long after, that I could with any 
juſtice have been deemed a periodical critic. When 
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ical 3 the third volume of the Supplement appeared, 
d by which was in 1757, Dr. Lardner himſelf drew up 


ane- | . a ſhort and ſimple ſtate of the contents of it, which 
was Was inſerted in the Review, with a light addition 


2 as 2 e 2 by 
near 
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by way of encomium; for nothing that had the 
leaſt tendency to praiſe came from his own pen. 
The firſt volume of the Supplement contained 
general obſervations upon the canon of the New 
Teſtament, and a Hiſtory of the Four Evangeliſts, 
with the Evidences of the Genuineneſs of the Four 
Goſpels, and the Acts of the Apoſtles, and an Exa- 
mination of the Times in which theſe books were 
written, There 1s, likewiſe, a chapter concerning 
the time when the Apoſtles left Judea, to go and 
preach the Chriſtian religion to other countries; 
which event, our author thinks, could not have 
taken place until after the council at Jeru- 
falem. He concluded the volume with a diſcuſſion 
of the queſtion, Whether any one of the firſt 
three Evangeliſts had ſeen the goſpel of the others 
before he wrote his own? and here Dr. Lardner 
hath determined, with great appearance of reaſon 
and argument, that St. Matthew, St. Mark, and 
St. Luke, did not abridge or tranſcribe from each 
other, but are diſtinct, independent, and harmo- 
nious witneſſes. The ſecond volume comprehend- 


ed the hiſtory of St. Paul, diſplayed the evidences 


i 


of the genuineneſs of his fourteen Epiſtles, particu- 
larly that to the Hebrews, and aſcertained the 


times in which they were written. Through the 


whole were interſperſed many curious remarks; 


and the two concluding chapters were employed 


— 


2 


in ſhewing, that the epiſtle inſcribed to the Ephe- 3 


ſians was actually addreſſed to them, and that the 
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Z churches of Coloſſe and Laodicea were planted by 


St. Paul. In the third volume the ſeven Catholic 
Epiſtles, and the Revelation of St. John, were con- 
ſidered, and hiſtories given of St. James, St. Peter, 
and St. Jude. The order of the books of the New 


* Teſtament is examined, and proofs afforded that 
they were early known, read, and made uſe of by 
: Chriſtians, 
is no reaſon to believe that any of the facred 
books of the New Teſtament have been loſt. 


In concluſion, it is ſhewn, that there 


It would not be eaſy to ſay too much in praiſe 


of the Supplement to the Credibility. The ſeveral 
* queſtions diſcuſſed in this work are determined in 
_ conſequence of a depth of inveſtigation, and an 
accuracy of judgment, which are highly worthy 


of admiration. It is remarkable, that in various 
points the opinions of our author are very different 


from thoſe which his former colleague, Dr. Benſon, 
maintained, in his Hiſtory of the Acts of the Apo- 
ſtles, the prefaces to his Paraphraſes, and the diſſer- 


tations annexed to them. True criticiſm, we be- 


” lieve, will uſually decide in favour of Dr. Lardner. 


I cannot avoid ſtrongly recommending the Sup- 
plement to the Credibility to the attention of all 
young divines. Indeed, I think that it ought to 


be read by every theological ſtudent before he quits 


the univerſity or academy in which he is educated. 
There are three other works which will be found of 
eminent advantage to thoſe who are intended for, 


or beginning to engage in the Chriſtian miniſtry, 


e 3 Theſe 
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Theſe are, Butler's Analogy, Biſhop Law's Conſi- 
derations on the Theory of Religion, and Dr, Tay- 
lor's Key to the Apoſtolical Writings, prefixed to his 
paraphraſe on the epiſtle to the Romans. With- 
out agreeing with every circumſtance advanced in 
theſe works, it may be ſaid of them, with the 
greateſt truth, that they tend to open and enlarge 
the mind; that they give important views of the 
evidence, nature, and defign of revelation ; and 
that they diſplay a vein of reaſoning and enquiry 
which may be extended to other objects beſides 
thoſe immediately conſidered in the books them - 
ſelves. | 

It muſt not be forgotten, that the Supplement 
to the Credibility has a place in the excellent col- 
lection of treatiſes in divinity which has lately 
been publiſhed by Dr. Watſon biſhop of Landaff, 
For a collection which cannot fail of being emi- 
nently conducive to the inſtruction and improve- 
ment of younger clergymen, and for the noble, 
manly, and truly evangelical preface by which it 
is preceded, this great prelate is entitled to the gra- 
titude of the Chriſtian world. 

May I net be permitted to add, that there is 
another collection which is ſtill wanted; and that 
is, of curious and valuable ſmall tracts, relative to 
the evidences of our. holy religion, or to ſcriptural 
difficulties, which, by length of time, and in con- 
ſequence of having been ſeparately printed, are 
almoit ſunk into oblivion, or, if remembered, can 

ſcarcely 
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92 


Wcarcely at any rate be procured ? The recovery of 
uch pieces, and the communication of them to the 
q public, in a few volumes, and at a reaſonable price, 

H Would be an acceptable, as well as an uſeful ſervice 

1 to men of enquiry and literature. 

e by The Supplement to the Credibility of the 
e Goſpel Hiſtory completed one grand part of 
e Dr. Lardner's deſign, which was, to produce, at 
d large, the teſtimonies of Chriſtian writers to the 
Y 
$ 


: books of the New Teſtament. What he had al- 
l ready executed had employed him thirty- three 


- Fears; and it was contrary to his expectation that 
his life was ſpared to the accompliſhment of ſo 
t much of the eminently important ſcheme which 
- he had in view. Providence, however, preſerved 
y him for ſtill farther uſefulneſs. There was one 
part of his plan which he never carried into effect. l 
- | Wit was his intention to allege the teſtimonies of 
- Chriſtian writers, not only to the books, but alſo 


» | to the principal facts of the New Teſtament, ſuch 
t as the birth, miracles, death, and reſurrection of 


- ” Jeſus Chriſt, the miſſion of the Apoſtles, and the 
5 miracles wrought by them: to which were to be 


s added ſuch conſiderations as might give weight to 
t theſe teſtimonies, and confirm their truth. This 
0 5 our author deſigned to be the ſecond book of the 


l } . ſecond part of the Credibility, and he ſuppoſed that 
i it might be comprized 1 in a ſingle octavo volume; 
on which account it is rather the more ſurprizing 
) E t that it was not completed. Perhaps, upon reflec 
5 e 4 tion, 
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tion, he might judge, that almoſt every thing which 
he wiſhed to ſay in this reſpect, would be found 1 in | 
the volumes already publiſhed. . 

This year (1757) Dr. Lardner, in conjunction 3 
with the Rev. Mr. Caleb Fleming, reviſed for 
publication, and introduced with a preface, a poſt- | * 
humous tract of Mr. Thomas Moore, intitled, 3 s 
An Enquiry into the Nature of our Saviour's 
% Agony in the Garden.” Mr. Moore was a 
woollen-draper, in Holywell Street, near the Strand, 
a thinking man, and ſtudious in the ſcriptures, 
The defign of his pamphlet was to account for 
our Lord's agony, from the ſeries of events which 
befell him during the latter part of his miniſtry, = 
without ſuppoſing it to have been the reſult of any 
preternatural inflictions. J 

In the year 1758, appeared two productions from 5 
the pen of our author. The firſt was, The 
«* Caſe of the Demoniacs, mentioned in the New 7 
« Teſtament ; being four diſcourſes upon Mark v. 
« 19, with an Appendix for the farther illuſtration 
* of the ſubjet.” Dr. Lardner, in this work, Fs 
maintains the hypotheſis which was ſupported by 7 
Mr. Joſeph Mede in the laſt century, by Dr. Sykes hs 
and others in the preſent, and ſtill more recently, 
in a very elaborate manner, by the late Rey. Hugh 5 
Farmer. This ſcheme, which ſuppoſes the de- I 
moniacs to have been only diſeaſed or lunatic per- 
ſons, and not actually poſſeſſed by evil ſpirits, 5 
ſeems to gain ground ; and will probably be found 
to i 


DR. LARDNER. ma 


to de moſt agreeable, not only to the principles of 
ſound philoſophy, but to the genuine language of 
Z antiquity and ſcripture, when rightly underſtood. 
n # The Treatiſe on the Demoniacs having been con- 
ſidered by our author as an appendix to the firſt 
part of his Credibility, relative to the facts occa- 
* ſionally mentioned in the New Teſtament, it is 
4 ſubjoined to that work. in the preſent edition. 
The other publication of Dr. Lardner's this 
3 1 year, was a ſhort one, without his name, the title 
of which was, A Letter to Jonas Hanway, 
Eſq; in which ſome reaſons are aſſigned, why 
ch „ houſes for the reception of penitent women, 
ho have been diſorderly in their lives, ought 
22 © not to be called Magdalen Houſes.” Mary 
7 5 Magdalen, as our author ſhews, was not the ſinner 
2 who is recorded in the ſeventh chapter of St. Luke, 
but a woman of diſtinction and excellent character, 
1 who for a while laboured under ſome bodily indiſ- 
v. poſition, which our Lord miraculouſly healed. 
oN * To call, therefore, a hoſpital for repenting proſti- 
k, tutes a Magdalen-houſe was, he thought, a great 
by | 5 abuſe of the name of a truly honourable and va- 
ces | 1 1 luable woman. If Mary's ſhame had been mani- 


—_ 
ly, | FF # feſt, and upon record, ſhe could not have been worſe 
oh | 4 | Nigmatized, Such was the delicacy of Dr. Lard- 
de- 


gner's mind, that, independently of the caſe of Mary 
Magdalen, he diſliked the uſe of the word * pro- 
= ſtitutes ” in the title of a place of reception for 


3 females who had been of bad characters. Speak- 


= 
85 . 
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ing of a proper inſcription, he ſays, ** I ſhall pro- 
«« poſe one, which is very plain: A Charity Houſe 
* for Penitent Women : which, I think, ſufficiently 1 
* indicates their fault; and yet is, at the ſame g 2 
* time, expreſſive of tenderneſs, by avoiding a word 
* of offenſive ſound and meaning, denoting the 3 
* loweſt diſgrace that human nature can fall into, 
* and which few modeſt men and women can thi 
* think of without pain and uneaſineſs. Or, if 
« that title is not reckoned diſtin& and particular 2 r 
* enough, with a ſmall alteration it may be made, 5 a 
* for penitent Harlots. The letter to Mr. Han- A 
way produced no effect; and perhaps it came too 
late. Beſides, though the higheſt regard ought 
ever to be paid to the memory of that gentle- 4 x 
man, as a moſt excellent and philanthropic citizen, I ; 
he was not, I believe, eaſily diſengaged from what 4 
he had once adopted. * 
In 1759, Dr. Lardner publiſhed, but without 
his name, A Letter written in the year 1730, * i 
« concerning the queſtion, Whether the Logos ſuſ- 
* plied the place of a human ſoul in the perſon of 
« Jeſus Chriſt,” To this letter, which I have 
mentioned before, and which is ſuppoſed to have 
been originally addreſſed to Lord Barrington, W 
were now added “ two Poſtſcripts: the firſt, con- 4 
„ taining an Explication of theſe words, the e 1 . 
* the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, as uſed 1 in | 


i Volume of Tracts, p. 264. 
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the ſcriptures: the ſecond, containing Remarks 


upon the third part of the late Biſhop of 
y W& Clogher's Vindication of the Hiſtories of the Old 
e and New Teſtament.” In this treatiſe, our 


guthor oppoſes the Arian hypotheſis, to which he 
| acknowledges that he had once, for a while, been 
>, puch inclined, but which he now entirely diſliked, 
n thinking it to be all amazing throughout, and ir- 
ede to reaſon. The point which he 

ar Abours to prove is, that Jeſus is a man appointed, 
| anointed, beloved, honoured and exalted by God 
1- phbove all other beings. It is obſervable, that 
00 . Lardner did not derive his opinions upon this 
bject from the ſtudy of the Socinian authors. 
3 1 have not, ſays he, been greatly converſant 
n, C with the writers of that denomination. I have 
£ never read Crellius de uno Deo Patre ; though 
25 J believe it to be a very good book. There is 
i alſo, in our own language, a collection of Unita- 
zo, . rian tracts, in two or three quartos. But I am 
p- not acquainted with it, nor can I remember that 
\ of | 4 I ever looked into it. I have formed my ſenti- 
ave | ments upon the ſcriptures, and by reading ſuch 
ave commentators, chiefly, as are in the beſt repute. 
on, EI may add, that the reading of the ancient 
1 Bug of the church has been of uſe to confirm 

51 I 5. and to aſſiſt in clearing up difficulties . In 


in the e preface, our author declares, that though he is 


* Ibid, p. 83, 84, 112. 
| not 
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not without a juſt concern for ſuch things as ap- 
pear to him to be of importance, he hopes, the 
whole is, written in the way of reaſon and argu- 
ment, with meekneſs and candour, without acri- 
mony and abuſe. The truth of this declaration : 
will not be denied by thoſe who diſagree the moſt 
with Dr. Lardner; and ſurely it is not faying too 
much to add, that he has diſplayed great know- . 
ledge of ſcripture, and of ſcriptural phraſeology. 
His intimate friend Mr. Hallet did not adopt his 
opinion; and ſeveral letters were exchanged be- te 
tween them on the ſubject. Their different views 
with regard to what they apprehended to be divine 
truth, did not, however, produce the leaſt diminu- 
tion in their mutual affection. One of Mr. Hallet's 
letters was concluded in terms which reflect honour 7 
on his character. The conſideration of theſe 
<« matters,” ſays he, © is ſo far from leſſening my 
e friendſhip and regard for you, that I reverence and 


© eſteem you more than ever; and you ſhall never 0 ta 
* find me ſay one word inconſiſtent with the . ; © th 
« « higheſt reſpect and friendſhip. —May God long ce 
« preſerve your uſefulneſs'}” ſe 


I do not recollect that the letter on the Logos * Cc 
made any great impreſſion, at the time of its firſt 2 
publication. The ſentiments advanced in it were : 
then confined to a few perſons ; and others were 
not readily dif] N to embrace them. It is not 5 


; Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 113. | B 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary to inform my readers, that a period of 
W leſs than thirty years has produced a ſurpriſing al- 
teration in this reſpect. The fact is equally al- 
= lowed by thoſe who rejoice in, and by thoſe who 
deplore the progreſs of Socinianiſm. What are 
the doctrines of the New Teſtament, with regard 
Ke to the perſon and præ- exiſtence of Chriſt, is the 
grand controverſy of the day; a controverſy that is 
= warmly agitated, and which is not likely to be 
ſoon brought to a conclufion. Were I to indulge 
to the obſervations which ariſe in my mind on this 
= occaſion, I ſhould be led into a digreſſion incom- 
patible with my preſent undertaking. If Provi- 
1 dence ſhould ſpare my life, it is my wiſh, when 
= certain preſſing engagements are diſcharged, to im- 
part to the public a few candid reflections on ſome 
= late, and indeed ſtill ſubſiſting theological diſputes. I 
3 5. cannot, however, diſmiſs the ſubject, without re- 
marking the coincidence of opinion which ſometimes 
takes place between perſons extremely different in 
their religious profeſſions and connections. The 
celebrated Father le Courayer, author of the Dif- 
ſertation on the Validity of Engliſh Ordinations, 
$7 continued to the end of his life in the communion 
of the Roman Catholic church. Nevertheleſs, in 
the declaration of his laſt ſentiments on the doc- 
trines of religion, recently publiſhed, he has deli- 
vered ſuch views of things reſpecting the Trinity, 
= as Dr. Lardner himſelf muſt have highly ap- 
I | proved, 
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proved. The paſſage is ſo ſtriking, and breatheq 5 
ſo liberal a ſpirit, that I ſhall inſert it belo “. 
= ſecond i 


m The doctrine of the Unity of God, ſo true, and ſo evident, 
has ſerved for a pretext to many, to try to inſpire averſion at ? 5 id 
Chriſtianity, as if it affected this truth by its doctrines of the M7 n 
Trinity, and the Incarnation. The writings of ſome of the fa. if A 15 u 
thers, and the wretched philoſophy of the ſchools, may, in fact, 7 ti 
have given ground to ſome people to draw ſuch a conſequence : | 5 10 
but there is nothing in the goſpel which does not tend, on the 5 5 ti 
contrary, to confirm us more and more in the knowledge and 'L 
worſhip of one God ; and nothing is leſs oppoſite to this eruth | 3% 
than the doctrines which are thought to deſtroy it effectually. 9 1 

Of all the modes of explaining the doctrine of the Trinity, I E: e 
know of none more contrary to the true doctrine of Chriſtianity, | | 2 = h 
than that which ſuppoſes in the Deity an exiſtence of three ſub. p 
ſtances diſtinct, however collateral, however ſubordinate. It is, 
in my apprehenſion, to re-eſtabliſh Polytheiſm, under the pretext 35g 
of explaining a myſtery. The unity of God, is the foundation i 
of the goſpel; and every thing that may in any way affect this 5 
truth is dangerous. As Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles have la- 
boured, on the one hand, to reclaim the Gentiles from the belief 
and from the worſhip of many gods, and have ſuppoſed, on the Ki 
other hand, that the Jews thought ſoundly in the article of Deity, oy 
in which they never diſtinguiſhed different ſubſtances ; it ſeems FR 
to me a departure from the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and a volun- | 
tary inclination to corrupt the idea of a clear truth, by fingular 
explications, which it becomes neceſſary to abuſe at leaſt, in or- r 
der to combat. | = h 
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I believe, therefore, that there is but only one God; that his 
Spirit is not a ſubſtance diſtinct from him; and that Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom divinity was very intimately united, is his Son in vir- 1 
tue of that union. This is all the Trinity that I find in the goſ- 
pel; and I cannot conceive that any other Trinity can accord 
with the Unity of God. I know that many ancient writers have | 
had recourſe to the multiplication of ſubſtances, to give us an 
idea 
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A ſecond volume of Sermons, on various ſub- 
Jects, was publiſhed by our author in 1760. The. 


nd diſcourſes in this volume, though always applied 


E to 
ent, Th. 
af i: 3 © idea of this myſtery; and others have imagined other ſyſtems, 
the b ff j more philoſophical than evangelical, that have leſs ſerved to clear 


fa- up this matter than to obſcure it. But I diſtinguiſh theſe ſyſtems 
at, trom that of the goſpel : and, inaſmuch as I find this laſt worthy 
of reſpect, it therefore appears to me little eſſential to adopt no- 
the tions which often have much obſcurity, and ſometimes are even 
and involved in contradiction. 


uth 3% The Incarnation has nothing any more contrary to the doc- 
tine of the Unity of God, than the Trinity. Accordingly, it is 
„ I extremely remarkable, that neither Jeſus Chriſt nor his apoſtles 


ty, have ever repreſented to us theſe myſteries as including incom- 

prehenſible things, and which it was impoſlible to reconcile to 
5 reaſon. God, willing to draw men from their errors and to 
= purify them from their ſins, filled Jeſus Chriſt with his wiſdom, 
Ei inveſted him with his power, communicated to him his autho-— 
x 3s rity, and gave him his Spirit *, not by meaſure, as to the pro- 
= phets, but united himſelf ſo intimately with him, that Jeſus Chriſt 
þ - appeared in the form of God ®; that he was made Lord and 
vs Chriſt -; Prince and Saviour 7; that he was filled with wiſdom and 
55 with grace; that all the fullneſs of the godhead reſided corpo- 
really in him; and that he received the glory, the honour, the 
25 virtue, the ſtrength, and the bleſſing, of his Fathers; who, by 
| 7 the participation which he gave him of his power and autho- 
7 rity, made him enter, at the ſame time, into a participation of 
his glory, in ſuch a manner, that he who honours the Son ho- 
nours the Father who ſent him ®, Thus God, referring always 
every thing to himſelf, and not terminating in Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is no otherwiſe regarded than as the organ and the inſtrument of 


2 John iii. 34. b Phil. ii. 6. Acts ii. 36, d Acts v. 31. 
© Luke ii. 40. Coloſſ. ii. 9. s Apoc. v. 12. d John v. 23. 
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to practical purpoſes, are more curious and critical 


than thoſe which he gave to the world ten years 


before. Several important circumſtances, relative - 
to 


the mercy of his Father, is always God alone, who is the object 
of our adorations ; and there is nothing that ſhocks us in con- 
ceiving, that He can communicate himſelf to a man as fully, 


and as intimately, as he judges it neceſſary for his own glory, and 


for the ſalvation of mankind. | 

This is the explication of that intimate union of divinity with 
humanity in Jeſus Chriſt, which, perfectly ſimple as it is, has fo 
much divided all Chriſtendom. From a willingneſs to find, in 
this intimate union of divinity with humanity in Jeſus Chriſt, all 
that we experience in the union of the body and the ſoul, we 
have been thrown into embarraſſments and contradictions, which 
it is impoſſible either to explain or to conciliate. We talk of 
hypoſtaſes, of perſonalities, of idioms, and of every thing that a 
dark philoſophy could imagine, to render things credible, of 
which it was unable to give us any notion. Some have made a 
ridiculous mixture of the divinity with the humanity. Others, 


in diſcriminating too nicely the difference, have ſeemed to place 


Jefus Chriſt only in the rank of ordinary prophets. Hence the 
Neſtorianiſm, the Eutycheiſm, the Apollinariſm, and the Mono- 


theliſme, which have excited ſuch fatal ſchifms in the church, 


and which have, perhaps, as much favoured the progreſs of Ma- 
hometaniſm in the Eaſt, as the ignorance of theſe nations, and the 
victorious arms of the Saracens. 

To avoid thefe exceſſes, we muſt abide in the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel, and content ourſelves with acknowledging, that God, to 
bring the world back to his knowledge, and to his worſhip, gave 
birth to Jeſus Chriſt in a miraculous manner, and united Him- 
ſelf to him in a way the moſt cloſe and intimate, fo that it might 
be ſaid, that Jeſus Chriſt was in God i, and God in him; that 
all that appertained to the Father * was in the diſpoſition of the 


i John x, 38. k John xvii. 7. 10. 
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to the hiſtory of our Saviour, and the doctrines of 
the goſpel, are conſidered and explained ; and it 
would not be eaſy to find, in the ſame compaſs, a 
greater treaſure of Chriſtian knowledge. This 
year 


Son, by the communication which the Father had given him of 
His power; that he had reſigned all judgment to him ; that, 
as the Father could raiſe the dead to life, the Son could do fo 
alſo n; that the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt was not his own, but 
that of his Father who ſent him“; that he was only the ſame 
thing with him e; that it was the Father who abode in him, 
and who did all his works? ; in one word, that he was the Son 
of God a, becauſe that God, on ſending him into the world, had 
ſanctified him to ſuch a degree, that he who ſaw him *, ſaw his 


Father, and that he who believed in him, believed alſo in God. 
f When one has once acknowledged the truth and the holineſs 
—— of the goſpel, all this doctrine concerning the perſon of Jeſus 
f 8 Chriſt appears to me ſo ſimple, that I cannot conceive how it 
K 5 was poſſible to corrupt it by ſo many explications, which are 
„good for nothing, but to make Chriſtianity appear leſs reaſon- 
wy 5 able, and full of contradictions. In conſequence of a continual 
1 deſire to find new myſteries, an infinitude of imaginations have 
deen conſecrated ; and it is ſill more lamentable, that theſe ima- 
„ ginations are become a part of religion, by the authority of ſome, 
and by the acquieſcence of others; ſo that a man paſſes for an 
* 5 unbeliever, or an irreligious perſon, if he does not ſubſcribe to 
A the predominant ſyſtem, and if he happens to have too much 

* 5 underſtanding to ſubmit to received prejudices, or too much for- 
wo 5 titude to be overawed by violence. 
'C lt is not fo much the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, as his N 
8 = that is the object of the Chriſtian religion; and though we 
ht ougght to honour the Son as we honour the Father, becauſe he 
* I had his miſſion, and was cloathed with his authority, it is, how- 
he 

ena. = Jomv.21: e Johnvi. 46. . John. 30. 

r John xiv. 10. 4 John x. 36, * John xi. 44, 45 
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year a ſecond edition was demanded of the eleventh 
volume of the Credibility, and of the two firſt vo- 
lumes of the Supplement. The fifth volume had 
been reprinted in 1756, and the fourth and ſixth 
in 1758. 


* Deeply engaged as Dr. Lardner was, in prepar- 


ing his own works for the preſs, he could not re- 
fiſt the ſolicitations which were made to him to 
reviſe occaſionally the productions of other per- 
ſons. About this time, at the requeſt of his 
friend, Mr. Caleb Fleming, he corrected the ma- 


nuſcript of A Criticiſm upon modern notions. of 


« Sacrifices ; being an Examination of Dr. Tay- 


« lor's Scripture Doctrine of the Atonement exa- MW 
e mined.” The author of the tract here men- 
tioned, was a Dr. Richie, a phyſician, and a diſ- 
ſenting miniſter, ſomewhere in the north of Eng- | 


land. By the ſame gentleman was afterwards pub- 
liſhed, in two volumes, quarto, an elaborate work, 
concerning the peculiar doctrines of revelation, re- 
lating to piacular ſacrifices, redemption by Chriſt, 


and the treatment of moral characters by the Deity. 


It was the production of a man who had applied 
himſelf diligently to the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, 


ever, to God only that Jeſus Chriſt reclaims our attention; and he 


aſſumes no other conſequence to recommend himſelf to the Jews, 
than as having been ſanctified by his Father, to come and an- 
nounce his doctrine, and to inſtruct us in truths unknown to 
the Gentiles, and very much altered by the Jews.—Le Cou- 
rayer's „ Declaration of his laſt Sentiments on the different 1 


Doctrines of Religion.“ The Engliſh tranſlation, p. 14—26. 
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and who has taken immenſe pains to aſcertain his 
own views of things; notwithſtanding which, it is 
now little known, and ſtill leſs read. The diffe- 
rent fate of books would furniſh matter for a curi- 
ous and a copious diſquiſition. 

Another work, the manuſcript of which Dr. 
Lardner reviſed, at the deſire of the writer, for 
whom he had a particular eſteem, was a Treatiſe 
on the true Doctrine of the New Teſtament con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt. This treatiſe, which has 
come to a ſecond impreſſion, was the compoſition 


of the Rev. Mr. Paul Cardale, a diſſenting mini- 


ſter at Eveſham, in Worceſterſhire. It is intro- 
duced by a long diſcourſe on free enquiry in mat- 
ters of religion, and contains a full defence of what 


is called the Socinian ſcheme. I believe that it 


has been of ſame conſiderable influence in drawing 
over perſons to the author's opinion. Mr. Cardale, 
I remember, is very large in endeavouring to ſhew, 
that the great bleſſings of the goſpel do not depend 
upon the queſtion concerning our Lord's pre-exiſt- 
ence; and that no ſtreſs is laid upon it, in the account 
which is given in the New Teſtament of the be- 
nefits we derive from our divine maſter. A ſenti- 
ment which I ſhould earneſtly wiſh to be gene- 


| rally impreſſed, is, that the glory of our holy reli- 


gion ſtands firm on every ſcheme. Writers are apt 
to expreſs themſelves, as if the Chriſtian revelation 


would be of little value, unleſs their particular 


ſyſtems are adopted: but this is a kind of language 
f 2 which 
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which 1s extremely injudicious, and which ought 
to be avoided and diſcouraged. The apoſtle St. 
Paul, ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, faith : ** Who of 
* God is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
* and ſanctification, and redemption *. To this 
account of things every Chriſtian, of every deno- 
mination, gives a moſt ready and cordial aſſent. 
But can any man be ſaid to think meanly of the 
evangelical diſpenſation, or to detract from its ex- 
cellence and dignity, who believes that God is the 


author of it, that it was communicated by Jeſus 


Chriſt, and that he conveys to us knowledge, par- 
don, holineſs, and eternal life? Theſe are bleſ- 
ſings of unſpeakable importance; bleſſings which 
render the goſpel a pearl of invaluable price : and 
as ſuch it will be eſteemed by all who aſſent to its 
truth and divine authority, whatever ſentiments 
they may embrace concerning matters of more 
doubtful diſputation. 

In 1761, and 1762, Dr. Lardner condeſcended 
to make ſome communications to a periodical work, 
then carrying on, intitled, The Library,” which 
conſiſted entirely of original pieces, and was con- 


ducted by ſome of the younger difſenting miniſters W 


of the city of London. His papers, which were 


four in number, are inſerted at the end of the vo- 
lume of tracts, in the preſent collection. A new | 
edition of the tenth volume of the ſecond part of 


* x1 Corinth, i. 30. 
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the Credibility came out in 1761, and of the 
twelfth volume in 1762. Not again to reſume the 
ſubject, it may here be mentioned, that the eighth 
volume was reprinted in 1766. 

It was in 1762 that our author publiſhed his 
= < Remarks. on the late Dr. Ward's Diſſertations 
Wo eon ſeveral Paſſages of the ſacred Sciptures; where- 
ein are ſhewn, beſide other Things, that St. John 
XZ © computed the Hours of the Day after the Jewiſh 
Manner; who are the Greeks, John xii ; who 
= < the Grecians, Acts vi; the Deſign of the apoſ- 
c tolic Decree, Acts xv; that there was but one 
E Fort of Jewiſh Proſelytes ; wherein lay the Fault 
3X © of St. Peter; and how St. Paul may be vindi- 
X < cated.” Of theſe Remarks it is ſufficient to ſay, 
7 that they diſplay Dr. Lardner's uſual ſkill in what- 
ever relates to the critical Knowledge of the New 
*® Teſtament. He has particularly confuted the no- 
tion of two kinds of proſelytes, which had not 
only been adopted by Dr. Ward, but which, for 

by time before, had been a favourite opinion 
with Lord Barrington, Dr. Benſon, and other 
4: writers, ſo as to lead them into various miſtakes. 
ers WA long intimacy had ſubſiſted between Dr. Ward 
and our author; and accordingly, throughout the 
| whole of his Remarks, he has treated the me- 
1ew | mory of his friend with the greateſt regard and 
tof 2 | reſpect. 
= Dr. Lardner, in 1764, communicated to the 
von. without his name, ſome ſtrictures on an- 
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other eminent New Teſtament critic, Dr. James 
Macknight, who had recently publiſhed his Har- 


mony of the Four Goſpels. The arrangement of 


the circumſtances relative to our Lord's reſurrec- 
tion, had for ſeveral years engaged the attention of 
Chriſtian writers. Mr. Gilbert Weſt had treated 
the ſubject very much at large, and was ſuppoſed 
to have thrown great light upon it, by having re- 
courſe to a different interpretation of ſome of our 
Saviour's appearances, recorded by the Evangeliſts, 
from what had hitherto been given. A new vein 
of criticiſm was opened by him, which was purſued 
by other perſons. Dr. Macknight, in particular, 
beſtowed extraordinary labour upon the matter, in 
the concluſion of his Harmony. The efforts of his 
ingenuity and diligence had not the good fortune 
to ſatisfy Dr. Lardner. It appeared to him, that 
certain ſuppoſitions, which had been made by Dr. 
Macknight, were altogether without foundation. 
He thought proper, therefore, to publiſh, in a let- 
ter to the author, Obſervations upon his Harmony, 
ſo far as related to the Hiſtory of our Saviour's 
Reſurrection. It cannot be denied that this tract 
is a piece of maſterly criticiſm. The account 
which is given in it, of the various appearances of 
our Lord, after his reſurrection, comes recom- 
mended by ſuch a fimplicity of truth, as calls for 
the warmeſt approbation. I have reaſon to be- 
lieve, that there were other points in which Dr. 
Lardner did. not agree with Dr. Macknight. In 

x matters 
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; matters liable to difficulty, and involved in ſome: 
; bra of obſcurity, a diverſity of ſentiments will 

take place between the moſt upright, able, and ſe- 

W rious enquirers after truth. 

= Amidſt theſe various productions of a ſmaller 
W nature, Dr. Lardner continued the proſecution of his 

i grand object. Accordingly, ſoon after the publica- 


9 tion of his Obſervations on Dr. Macknight's Har- 
monpy, and in the fame year, he gave to the world, in 
vs quarto, the firſt volume of © A large Collection of 
ancient Jewiſh and Heathen Teſtimonies to the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion.” This volume 
contained the Jewiſh eme and the teſtimo- 
$7 nies of heathen authors of the firſt century. In 


the preface, Dr. Lardner has given an account of 


# thoſe who had gone before him in the ſame deſign ; 


from which account it will appear, that the ſub- 
Wee, comparatively ſpeaking, had hitherto been 
but imperfectly conſidered. As he was apprehen- 
4 ſive that his work might be charged with pro- 
© lixity, he has made an apology for it, which muſt 


P: aal filence every objector. I aim, ſays he, 


F * to be diſtinct and particular. Theſe things have 
© © already been flightly touched upon by many. I 
* propoſe to enlarge, and ſet them in a fuller light. 
LU allege paſſages of ancient authors at length: I 
1 * ſettle their time: I diſtinguiſh their works, and 
; * endeavour to ſhew the value of their teſtimonies. 
I intend likewiſe to allege the judgments of di- 
vers learned moderns, who have gone before me 
f 4 a 


\ 
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* in this ſervice. All the perſecutions of this 
* time are a part of my ſubject, as they were ap- 
pointed by edicts of heathen emperors, and were 
carried on by heathen governors of provinces, 
* and officers under them, I ſhall have an op- 
* portunity to ſhew the patience and fortitude 
ce of the primitive Chriſtians, and the ſtate of 
* Judaiſm, Gentiliſm, and Chriſtianity, in the 
* firſt four centuries. As moſt of the authors to 
* be quoted by me are men of great diſtinction in 
* the republic of letters, ſome occaſions will of- 
« fer for critical obſervations, which cannot be all 
* declined : but nice and intricate queſtions will 
* be carefully avoided, that the whole may be 
* upon the level with the capacities of all who 
* are inquiſitive, and diſpoſed to read with atten-- 
te tion.” Such is our author's repreſentation of his 
purpoſes ; and it will be almoſt deemed ſuperflu- 
ous to add, that they are executed with the greateſt 
accuracy, learning, candour, and judgment. 

The heathen teſtimonies, conſidered in the firſt 
volume, were, the pretended Epiſtle of Abgarus 
king of Edeſſa to Jeſus, and the Reſcript of Jeſus 
to Abgarus; the knowledge which the Emperor 
Tiberius had of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; a mo- 
numental inſcription concerning the Chriſtians in 
the time of Nero ; Pliny the elder ; Tacitus ; Mar- 
tial; Juvenal; and Suetonius. But this volume 
began with, and was chiefly employed upon, the 
Jewiſh teſtimonies; among which the famous hiſ- 
torian Joſephus is the principal object. The third 
chapter, 
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chapter, relative to the fulfilment of our Saviour's 


predictions concerning the deſtruction of the tem- 


ple and the city of Jeruſalem, and the miſeries of 
the Jewiſh people, is of peculiar importance ; and 
accordingly, it has juſtly obtained a place in Biſhop 


Watſon's collection. It was a neceſlary part of Dr. 


Lardner's plan, to examine the celebrated paſſage 
with regard to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is now 
found in all the copies of Joſephus. This paſſage, 
therefore, our author has diſcuſſed with his uſual 
ſagacity and diligence ; and he has pronounced it 
to be an interpolation. Dr. Samuel Chandler, who 
was not convinced by what he had advanced upon 
the ſubject, wrote to him a letter on the occaſion, 
to which he returned a ſhort anſwer. The letter 
and the reply may be ſeen in the Appendix *. Se- 
veral learned writers among us were diſpoſed, 
about this time, to maintain the authenticity of 
the paſſage in queſtion. Dr. Chapman had done 
it in his Euſebius. The ſame cauſe had been de- 
fended by Dr, Nathaniel Foſter, in a diſſertation 
publiſhed at Oxford, in 1749. Nor is it without 
very eminent ſupport in the preſent day. Mr. Bry- 
ant has exerted all the efforts, in vindication of 
the paſſage, which ingenuity and literature could 
ſupply : he has done every thing but producing 
conviction. I have been favoured with a letter 


from the Rev. Mr. Henley, of Rendleſham in 


o Appendix, Ne IX, 
Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, containin g a communication from the 
Abbe de Voiſin, and ſome obſervations by the late 
Abbe Bullet, relative to the teſtimony of Joſephus, 
which I inſert with great pleafure in the Ap- 
pendix *. | 

Without taking it upon me to decide concern- 
ing the authenticity of this famous paſſage, I muſt 
be permitted to remark, that it can never be of 
any real advantage in a controverſy with the ene- 
mies of our holy religion. Of what avail can it 
be, to produce a teſtimony ſo doubtful in itſelf, 
and which ſome of the ableſt advocates for the 
truth of the goſpel reject as an interpolation ? An 
Infidel muſt revolt at ſuch an argument. It ought, 
therefore, to be for ever diſcarded from any place 
among the evidences of Chriſtianity, though it may 
continue to exerciſe the ingenuity and critical {kill 
of ſcholars and divines. 

The ſecond volume of the Collection of Jewiſh 
and Heathen Teſtimonies appeared in 1765 ; con- 
taining the heathen teſtimonies of the ſecond cen- 
tury. In the preface to this volume, ſome farther 
obſervations were made upon the paragraph in the 
works of Joſephus, concerning our bleſſed Saviour. 
Dr. Foſter's diſſertation, and Dr. Chandler's pri- 
vate letter, furniſhed the occaſion for theſe addi- 
tional obſervations ; in which our author ſtrenuouſſy 
defends his former opinion. The perſons treated of in 


? Appendix, No X. 
this 
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this volume are, Pliny the younger, and Trajan; 

Epictetus the ſtoic philoſopher, and Arrian; the Em- 

peror Adrian; Bruttius Præſens; Phlegon, Thallus, 

and Dionyſius the Areopagite; the Emperor Titus 

Antoninus the pious; the Emperor Marcus Antoni- 

nus the philoſopher; Apuleius; the early adverſaries 

of Chriſtianity, and particularly Celſus; Lucian of 
Samoſata ; Ariſtides the ſophiſt; Dion Chryſoſtom; 

and Galen. Of the chapters relative to theſe per- 

ſons, the longeſt, and the moſt important, are 
thoſe concerning Pliny, Marcus Antoninus, and 
Celſus. Whoever peruſes them, will find in 
them a noble treaſure of curious and valuable in- 
formation. I cannot forbear tranſcribing a ſhort 
paſſage, from the article on Pliny and Trajan, 
which beautifully diſplays the candid mind of 
Dr. Lardner. The evidence before him had obliged 
him to ſay ſome things that are unfavourable to Tra- 
Jan's character; after which he adds: It ought 
* not to be thought by any that I take pleaſure in 
* detracting from the merit of thoſe who have 
* been diſtinguiſhed by their high ſtations, or their 
% eminent abilities, or their uſcful ſervices to man- 
* kind of any fort. For indeed, the diſadvan- 
* tageous part of this detail has been made, and 
* carried on, not without great reluctance, much 
* diftidence, and tenderneſs ; whilſt commendable 
** things have been cheerfully acknowledged. And 
* if we now think, and judge, and act, better than 
** many in former times, it is owing to our ſuperior 
* ET advantages; 
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* advantages; ſuch eſpecially as we have received 
from the Chriſtian Revelation, by which our 
minds have been enlightened and enlarged: for 
* which we ought to be ever thankful, till 
4 thinking modeſtly of ourſelves, and giving God 
« the glory of all“. 

The third volume of the Collection of Teſtimo- 
nies was publiſhed in 1766, containing an account 
of the Heathen writers and writings of the third 
century, whence arguments may be deduced in 
ſupport of the truth of the Chriſtian religion. 
This volume, which extended to the converſion of 
Conſtantine the great, abounded, like the two for- 
mer ones, with much valuable information. The 
perſecutions to which the profeſſors of the ' goſpel 
were expoſed, and particularly that under the em- 
peror Diocleſian, are here amply conſidered. A 
peculiar attention 1s, likewiſe, paid to Porphyry, and 
to his objections againſt the authenticity of the book 
of Daniel. In the chapter that relates to Diogenes 
Laertius, our author has introduced a very curious 
Criticiſm on the Altar to the Unknown God, at 
Athens, which is mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles. 

The fourth volume of the Teſtimonies appeared 
in 1767. In this volume were contained the 
teſtimonies of Heathen writers of the fourth, 
fifth, and ſixth centuries; to which was added, 
the ſtate of Gentiliſm under Chriſtian emperors. 


See the preſent edition of Dr, Lardner's works, vol. vii, 


p. 337> 338. 
Among 
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Among the perſons who here paſſed in review be- 
fore Dr. Lardner, Julian, Ammianus Marcellinus, 
and Libanius are particularly diſtinguiſhed. The 
accounts of theſe, and of contemporary authors, 
are very entertaining; though, as witneſſes in fa- 
vour of our holy religion, they are not ſo important 
as Celſus, and other writers of an earlier period. 
Nevertheleſs, they deſerved to be collected, and to 
be put together in their proper order. Hence our 
author had an opportunity of diſplaying the laſt 
ſtruggles of expiring Gentiliſm, and of relating 
ſome attempts to reſtore it, after it had been for a 
while exploded with ſcorn and diſdain. He has, 
likewiſe, introduced to the acquaintance of his 
readers, not a few men of great learning, and fine 
abilities, who were ſtill tenacious of the ancient 
rites, and fond of all the fables upon which they 
were founded, and by which they had long been 
upheld and encouraged. 

In the copious article concerning Julian, a very 
important point came under Dr. Lardner's conſide- 
ration, which was, the account of that emperor's- 
attempt to rebuild the Temple at Jeruſalem, and of 
the defeat of the attempt, by a divine and miracu- 
lous interpoſition. This account has been given not 
only by three contemporary Chriſtian writers, Gre- 
gory Nazianzen, Chryſoſtom, and Ambroſe, but 
alſo by the Heathen hiſtorian Ammianus Marcel- 
linus. It is mentioned, likewiſe, by Rufinus, So- 
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crates, Sozomen, Theodoret, and other ancient 
authors. Accordingly, the ſtory has obtained an 
almoſt univerſal credit; and ſcarcely any learned 
man had dared to ſuggeſt a doubt concerning it, 
excepting Baſnage, in his Hiſtory of the Jews. It 
is well known that Biſhop Warburton wrote a 
very elaborate treatiſe in defence of the miracle; 
and that this treatiſe has been eſteemed one of his 
capital productions, in point of judgment, as well 
as of literature. Dr. Lardner, however, after the 
fulleſt examination, was obliged to heſitate upon 
the ſubject. His difficulties he has ſtated with his 
uſual ſimplicity and candour; and it muſt be ac- 
knowledged that the conſiderations propoſed by 
him have great weight. Perhaps many who read 
them will be induced, for the future, to lay but 
little ſtreſs upon. a narration, which has here- 
tofore been ſo generally admitted. I need not ſay 
that our author had no intention to weaken the 
evidences of Revelation. He was influenced by 
nothing but that ſacred and impartial regard to 
truth which he maintained in all his enquiries. 
Some of the refletions which occur in his criticiſm 
will probably here be read with pleaſure, as they 
finely diſplay the temper of his mind. Let not 
„ any be offended,” fays he, © that I heſitate 
* about this point. I think we ought not too 
* eaſily to receive accounts of miraculous interpo- 
© fitions, which are not becoming the Divine 
„Being. There are many things ſaid of Julian, 

* which 
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** which all wiſe and good men do not believe. 
The truth of hiſtory is not at all affected by re- 
« jecting improbable relations. Nor is the cauſe 
« of Chriſtianity at all hurt by our refuſing to 
« aſſent to ſome things, which Chriſtian writers 
te have ſaid of Julian. That he pretended favour 
for the Jews, and ſometimes talked of rebuilding 
te their city and their temple, is allowed. But 
* that he actually attempted it, and ordered money 
* for the work out of the public treaſury, when he 


was ſetting out upon the Perſian expedition, and 


that his attempt was fruſtrated by many miracu- 
lous interpoſitions, is not ſo certain. Though 


„ theſe things ſhould be conteſted or denied, it 


* can be of no bad conſequence. Other hiſtories, 
* which are void of the like improbabilities, are 
* not affected by it. And the Evangelical hiſtory 
<« remains firm and inviolate, havin g in it all poſſible 
* marks of truth and credibility. 

Finally, to put an end to theſe critical obſerva- 
* tions. Julian's favourable regards for the Jewith 
people, and his intention (or deſire at leaſt) to re- 
* build the city of Jeruſalem, and the temple there, 
* are manifeſt, and fully atteſted by contemporary 
*« witneſſes, and by his own writings. It is as 
% manifeſt, that his deſign to rebuild Jeruſalem and 
* the Jewiſh temple, was never accompliſhed, 
* but was fruſtrated and defeated. Whether it 
* was owing to miraculous interpoſitions, or to his 


0 expenſive preparations for the Perſian war, and 
e other 
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* other circumſtances of his affairs, and to his 
« death and defeat in that war; the over-ruling 
* providence of God ought to be acknowledged in 
cc the event. And the argument for the truth of 
« the Chriſtian religion, taken from the fulfilment 
& of our Saviour's predictions in the deſtruction of 
« Jeruſalem, and the overthrow of the Jewiſh 
* people by Veſpaſian and Titus, and their con- 
te tinued diſperſion, remains in all its force. It is 
© an argument which I never intended to weaken : 
ce it is, I think, a demonſtrative argument for the 
te truth of the Chriſtian religion; and, as I have 
* often hinted in this work, deſerving the atten- 
« tive regard and ſerious conſideration of all man- 
« Kind. | 

The fourth volume of the collection of Jewiſh 
and Heathen Teſtimonies completed another capi- 
tal part of our author's original deſign. It was 
publiſhed ten years after he had finiſhed his Credi- 
bility ; ſo that this grand object, with the inter- 
ruption ariſing from ſome ſmaller productions, oc- 
cupied him during the ſpace of forty-three years. A 
reflection preſents itſelf on this occaſion ; which is, 
that works of great conſequence are not of ſpeedy 
execution. Although Dr. Lardner led a very re- 
tired life ; though he entered but little into public 
buſineſs; though he was a ſtated preacher only 
twenty-one years, .and that but once a day; yet 
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we ſee how long a time he was employed, and dili- 
gently employed, in accompliſhing the end he had 
in view. Thoſe who are not themſelves engaged 
in important and extenſive literary undertakings, 
can have but an imperfe& conception of the diffi- 
culties to be ſurmounted, the diſappointments to be 
incurred, the books to be procured and waited for, 
the dates to be ſettled, the facts to be aſcertained, 
and the various other cauſes. which often occaſion 
delays, that muſt be far more unpleaſant to the 
writer than they can poſſibly be to any reader what- 
ever. 

Though our author's life and pen were ſo ar- 
dently devoted to the public good, he never rex 
ceived any thing that could deſerve to be regarded 
as a recompence for his labours, The falary he 
had, whilſt he continued to be a preacher, way 
very inconſiderable; and his works were often 
publiſhed by him to his loſs, inſtead of his gain. 
This was particularly the caſe with reſpect to the 
latter volumes of the Credibility. At length he 
parted with the copy-right of that performance, to- 
gether with all the remaining printed copies of it, 
for the trifling ſum of a hundred and fifty pounds. 
Such a ſum was by no means an equivalent for the 
expences he had incurred: but he conſented to the 
agreement, in the hope that the work would be 
rendered more extenſively uſeful, when it became 
the immediate intereſt of the bookſellers to promote 

Vox. I, P10 COTE its 
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its fale*. From the ſcarcity of the ſeparate volumes, 
and the immenſe price to which complete ſets of 
the Credibility have ſince ariſen, it is to be pre- 
ſumed that theſe gentlemen have had no reaſon to 
repent of their bargain. As to Dr. Lardner, his 
work is with the Lord, and his reward with his 
God. 

Whilſt our author ſubmitted patiently to various 
diſadvantages, in order to ſerve the intereſts of 
truth and virtue, and to maintain the honour of 
the Chriſtian religion, he was not inſenſible that he 
had not met with the ſupport and encouragement 
to which he was entitled. He particularly com- 
plained of the neglect of the rich diſſenting laity, 
in purchaſing his volumes. This I remember 
his having once mentioned to me in a letter ; in 
which he took notice, that he had never received 
any mark of fayour from the diſſenters ; “not, 
faid he, © fo much as a truſt.” He here referred 


* Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 129. 

That excellent and munificent citizen, Thomas Hollis, Eſq; 
muſt be exempted from this charge. In 1764, Dr. Lardner re- 
queſted him, by letter, to ſubſcribe to his Collection of Jewiſh and 
Heathen Teſtimonies. Upon this application, Mr, Hollis ſent 
the good man a bank-note of twenty pounds, which the Doctor 
told to a friend, was the greateſt ſum he had ever received from 
any of his benefaQtors®*. ' There can be no doubt but that ſeveral 
of the wealthy diſſenters purchaſed our author's writings, though 
this was not done by them ſo generally as might have been 
expected, and as the merit of the works deſerved. 


n Memoi rs of 7 Thomas Hollis, Eſq; vol. i. p. 2 53. 
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to Dr. Daniel Williams's charities and library, the 
truſtees of which conſiſt of thirteen miniſters and 
ten lay gentlemen. It was not to the honour of 
that body, that Dr. Lardner was never choſen to 
be one of their number. His deafneſs, I believe, 
was conſidered as an objection, but ſurely without 
ſufficient reaſon; for no perſon could have been 
better qualified to give advice on moſt occaſions, 
and eſpecially with reference to books. If I 
had not believed that his nephew, Mr. Nathaniel 
Neal, was influenced by a principle of extreme 
delicacy, I ſhould have thought him ſomewhat 
to blame in the affair. That gentleman was not 
only a truſtee, but agent for the truſt, and had a 
great ſway in all its concerns. If, therefore, he 
had intimated, that the elction of his uncle would 
be a deſirable meaſure, it could ſcarcely have met 
with an objection. I ſhould be unwilling to ſup- 
poſe that any little bigotries, with regard to Dr. 
Lardner's theological ſentiments, contributed to 
his being neglected. It is certain that no ſuch nar- 
rowneſs of ſpirit is found in the preſent truſtees. 
The laſt work of our author, that was publiſhed 
during his life-time, was the fourth volume of his 
Teſtimonies. As, however, ſome poſthumous pieces 
of his have ſince made their appearance, I ſhall 
mention them in this place, There came out, 
in 1769, Memoirs of the Life and Writings of 
Dr. Lardner, to which were annexed, eight ſer- 


mons upon various ſubjects. The four firſt of 


them had by himſelf been tranſcribed for the preſs. 
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On the!fifth and ſixth, though not fairly tranſerib= 
ed, he had written as follows: . Peruſed, and, ſo 
« far as I am able to perceive, all is right; and IL 
te humbly conceive ought to be publiſhed.” Theſe 
two Diſcourſes are on the internal marks of Cre- 
dibility in the New Teſtament, and are admirably 
worthy of peruſal, They are the ſermons which 
he had preached in 1723 and 1724, at the Tueſday 
evening lecture. and contain, in ſome degree, the 
outlines of his great work, and eſpecially of that 
part of it which relates to the facts occaſionally 
mentioned in the Evangelical and Apoſtolical 
writings. 

In 1776 was publiſhed, a ſhort Letter, which 
our author had ſent, in 1762, to Mr. Caleb Fle- 
ming, upon the Perſonality of the Spirit. It was 
printed at the end of Mr. Cardale's Enquiry whe- 
ther we have any Scripture warrant for a dire& 
Addreſs either to the Son or to the Holy Ghoſt. 

It was a part of Dr, Lardner's original deſign, 
with regard to the Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory, 
to give an account of the heretics of the two firſt 
centuries. To the arrangement, therefore, of his 
collections upon this ſubject he applied himſelf, 
after he had finiſhed his Jewiſh and Heathen Teſti- 
monies; but he did not live to complete his inten- 


tions, Some parts, indeed, of the work were fitted 


for the preſs, having received his laſt corrections; 
whilſt in other parts only a few hints were written. 


It was doubted, for a time, whether the progreſs 


he had made in his undertaking was ſufficient for 
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it to be laid before the public. However, upon 
mature deliberation, his papers were put into the 
hands of the Rev. Mr. Hogg, a worthy, learned, 
and judicious difſenting miniſter at Exeter, who, 
in the additions which he made to Dr. Lardner's 
materials, did not introduce a relation of any perſon, 
excepting where the Doctor himſelf had drawn up 
a part of it, or had left ſome hints or references. 
In conſequence of Mr. Hogg's reviſal and aſſiſtance, 
there appeared, in 1780, in one volume, quarto, 
« The Hiſtory of the Heretics of the two firſt 
* centuries after Chriſt: containing an account of 
their time, opinions, and teſtimonies to the 
* books of the New Teſtament. To which are 


* prefixed, general obſervations concerning Here- 


* tics.” Though this volume is not, upon 
the whole, ſo valuable and important as ſome 
of the former dnes, it is poſſeſſed, nevertheleſs, of 
very conſiderable merit. It recites the teſtimonies 
of heretics, rectifies a variety of miſtakes concern- 
ing them, and refutes many groundleſs charges to 
which they were expoſed from the ignorance, falſe 
zeal, and bigotry of their adverſaries. 

The laſt poſthumous publication written by 


Dr. Lardner, appeared in 1784. It is intitled, 


* Two Schemes of a Trinity confidered, and the 
Divine Unity aſſerted.” This work conſiſts of 
four diſcourſes upon Philippians, ii. 5—11. The 
firſt repreſents the commonly received opinion of 
the Trinity, the ſecond deſcribes the Arian ſcheme; 
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the third treats on the Nazarean doctrine; 900 the 
fourth explains the text according to that doctrine. 
Our author had himſelf tranſcribed theſe ſermons 
for the preſs, with particular directions deſigned 
for the - printer. The manuſcript having come 
Into the poſſeſſion of Mr. Wiche, a very re- 
ſpectable diſſenting miniſter, of the Baptiſt per- 
ſuaſion, at Maidſtone, in Kent, he gave it to the 
public. Even thoſe who are far from agreeing in 
ſentiment with Dr. Lardner, have applauded the 
candour, the ſimplicity, and the love of truth, 
which theſe diſcourſes evidently diſcover. Indeed, 
they are chiefly eſtimable for the temper and ſpirit 
with which they are compoſed. It was not to be 
expected that they could contain much new matter, 
on points which, of late years, have been ſo fre- 
quently and copiouſly diſcuſſed. 

Providence ſpared the life of Dr. Lardner. to a 
long term ; and, his hearing excepted, he retained, 
to the laſt, the uſe of his faculties, in a remarkably 
perfect degree. At length, in the ſummer of 1768, 


he was ſeized with a decline, which carried him off - 


in a few weeks, at Hawkherſt, the place of his na- 
tivity, and where he had a ſmall parental eſtate. 
He had been removed thither, in the hope that he 
might recruit his ſtrength by a change of air, and 
relaxation from ſtudy. 'The day of. his deceaſe was 
the twenty-fourth of July, in the eighty-fifth year 
of his age. His remains were conveyed to town, 


and 1 : in Tindal's burying-ground, com- 
monly 
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monly called Bunhill F ields. At his particular 


requeſt, no ſermon was preached on occaſion of 
his death". Thus did his modeſty and humility 
accompany him to the laſt moment of his earthly 
exiſtence. Some time after his deceaſe, a ſtone 
was erected to his memory, with an Engliſh in- 
ſcription. 

In looking back upon the life and character of 
Dr. Lardner, and comparing them with thoſe of 
other men, we ſhall find few names that are more 
truly entitled to be remembered with veneration 
and applauſe. The ſincerity of his piety has been 
ſeen in a variety of circumſtances which I have 
had occaſion to mention, Indeed, a regard to God 
appears to have been ever the governing principle 
of his actions. His piety, too, was of the moſt 
rational kind, being founded on juſt and enlarged 
views concerning the nature of religion. What his 
ideas were in this reſpect will be found in many 
parts of his writings, and may be diſcerned in two 
extracts from letters of his to Lord Barrington, 
which are inſerted below“. 


Correſpondent 


* Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 136. 

*The Extracts are as follows: | 

« T have ever had a good deal of curioſity, which, I apprehend, 
uſually accompanies a love of truth. But I have learnt a neceſſity 
of reſtraining, or at leaſt of regulating and governing that curioſi- 
ty. The capacities of men are limited, and even ſmall in com- 
pariſon of the whole compaſs of things. The moſt important 
matters ought to be firſt preferred. A few certain principles 
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Correſpondent to our author's piety was his love 
of truth, as is manifeſt from the whole of his 


works. 


are better than a great many, if only obſcure and uncertain. 
When evidence is not full and clear, it is beſt to ſuſpend and 
doubt. Religion is the concern of all men; it ought therefore be 
clear and plain. And obſcure religion is of little or no value: 
indeed, it ſeems to be one of the greateſt abſurdities that can be 
conceived. If God make a revelation, intended for the general 
benefit of mankind, one would expect it ſhould be clear. We 
find in the Old Teſtament predictions of a diſpenſation, under 
which men ſhould not need to teach one another, ſaying, Know 
the Lord: for all ſhould know him, from the leaſt to the greateſt. 
I have a ſtrong perſuaſion that the Goſpel was plain at firſt. It is 
contained in the four Goſpels and Acts, which are plain books. 
If Chriſtianity is not plain now, I apprehend it muſt be our own 
fault, ſome way or other. A doctrine that contains plain direc- 
tions of duty, and plain promiſes of a reward, ſufficient to en- 
courage to duty in all circumſtances, to ſtrengthen againſt temp- 
tations, to give comfort under afflictions, to calm the affections, 
and can be eaſily proved to be certain, is indeed an excellent 
doctrine. This is true religion. This is a pearl of great price, 
a treaſute indeed, for which a man may reaſonably part with all 
that he has to buy it. I ſay, eaſily proved to be certain. But it 
requires a ſincere and honeſt diſpoſition. Such a mind, with 
good inſtruction, will learn more in a few hours, than the pre- 
Judiced and ſelfiſh, in an age. Indeed, ſuch as theſe can never 
receive the truth, unleſs mixed with other matters that ſub. 
vert it. 

I am the more diſcouraged in the purſuit of ſpeculations in 
matters of religion, becauſe I obſerve our bleſſed Saviour (wh6 
knew all things) and his Apoſtles enter not into many-particulars 
of the future life, and deliver no abſtract notions about any thing, 
nor ſay any thing whatever to gratify mere curioſity, but only 
matters of the utmoſt conſequence to the happineſs of men. I 
have alſo obſerved, that the obſcure and difficult principles of the 

| philoſophers, 
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works. No one ſeems ever to have preſerved a 
greater impartiality in his enquiries, or to have been 


philoſophers, the great variety of opinions they had, and the 
uncertainty of them, were great defects in their philoſophy, and 
objections againſt it. And I have been not a little concerned to 
ſee the ſtate of Chriſtianity among us reſemble ſo much the ſtate 
philoſophy was in at the time the Chriſtian religion firſt appeared 
in the world. There is ſtill the more reaſon for thoſe who 
| ſincerely deſire the intereſt of religion, to keep to plain, certain 
truths, if poſſible ; becauſe of the prodigious, the almoſt univerſal 
indolence of mankind, who continually catch at every thing, 
that may countenance their neglect of enquiry and examination; 
who ſeek nothing but this world, how they and their families 
may enjoy eaſe, riches, and grandeur. For all which reaſons, it 
may be beſt not to advance any obſcure and uncertain matters in 
religion; or, if for ſome ſpecial reaſons they are advanced, that 
they be propoſed as uncertain and doubtful, and that little ſtreſs be 
laid upon them.” 

In a ſubſequent letter, he thus writes: 

« A principal occaſion of my writing as I did about curioſity, 
was (as far as I remember) the ſubje& matter of debate or enquiry, 
the future reward of good men. I apprehend ſome ill conſe- 
quences from . too nice and curious enquiries about that, ſince 
God has not plainly revealed to us, as I ſuppoſed, the place of 
that happineſs. But whatever I ſaid about curioſity, I never in- 
tended to diſcourage a diligent and careful ſearch after truth, 
There is ſcarce any thing more diſagreeable and offenſive to 
me, than the common indolence of mankind about religion, and 
truth in general. And therefore another reaſon, why I ſpake 
againſt needleſs enquiries, was, becauſe I feared that the render- 
ing religion abſtruſe and difficult, and multiplying queſtions in 
divinity (eſpecially in thoſe things which are of importance), 
might be improved by mankind, as a pretence to countenance 
their lazy and indolent diſpoſition®,” 


Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Dr, Lardner, p. 1301 34+ 
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more free from any undue bias. He followed 
truth wherever it led him; and for the attainment 
of truth he was admirably qualified, both by the 


turn of his diſpoſition and his underſtanding. 


With a mind ſo calm and unprejudiced, with a 
judgment ſo clear and diſtinct, he could ſcarcely 
fail of forming right apprehenſions concerning 
moſt of the ſubjects which the courſe of his ſtudies 
enabled him to inveſtigate. 

The candour and moderation with which 
Dr. Lardner maintained his own ſentiments, con- 
ſtituted a prominent feature in his character. 
Thoſe he differed from in opinion, he always 
treated with gentleneſs and reſpect; and in the 
controverſies he carries on with them, there is 
no ſeverity of cenſure, no harſhneſs of language. 
This circumſtance is the more worthy to be men- 
tioned and applauded, as it is ſo different from what 


wie often meet with in the preſent day. Many of 


our writers ſeem to be reverting to that abuſe of 
each other, which was common among ſcholars 
ſome time after the revival of literature. They are 
not ſatisfied without caſting illiberal reflections on 


the perſons of the men whoſe tenets they oppoſe, 


and arraigning the motives of their conduct, What 
renders this diſpoſition the more ridiculous is, that 


it is frequently exerted on the moſt trivial occa- 


fions. Apprehended miſtakes in philology, or di- 
verſities of judgment in matters of, mere taſte, are 
treated 
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treated with as great a bitterneſs as if they were 
crimes of the deepeſt dye. How much more beau- 
tiful, and more worthy of imitation, was the man- 


ner of conducting diſputable queſtions which was 
purſued by Dr. Lardner! Such a method will be 
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found, in the end, more favourable to the diffuſion 
5 of truth, and more conducive to a laſting reputa- 
tion. Circumſtances, indeed, may ariſe, in which 
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| a ſharpneſs of chaſtiſement may appear to be juſti- 
* fiable. Uncommon inſolence and uncommon bi- 
gotry may deſerve to be ſtrongly expoſed : and yet, 
even here, a manly negle& and contempt of un- 
merited cenſure may be the moſt honourable and 
the moſt uſeful mode of behaviour. 

Benevolence, as well as piety, entered deeply into 
Dr. Lardner's character. Though his retired life 
prevented him from taking a very active part in 
public defigns, he was ready to promote every good 
work. To perſons in diſtreſs he was ever willing 
to contribute, to the higheſt degree which his for- 
tune would admit. On ſome occaſions, he exerted 
himſelf with great vigour and ſucceſs. When a 
gentleman came to London, in 1756, to ſolicit 
contributions towards building a church for the 
Proteſtants of Thorn, in Poland, our author was 
particularly ſerviceable to him, both by his advice 
and recommendation. He, in a great meaſure, 
took upon himſelf the management of the affair; 
on which account he afterwards received the thanks 
of the preſident and fellows of the college of 

| 85 Thorn, 
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Thorn, in an elegant Latin letter. Near the time 
of his deceaſe, he was engaged in aſſiſting and re- 
commending the Rev. Mr. Finman, miniſter of 
the reformed congregation at Rutzow, in the dutchy 
of Mecklenburg Schwerin, who had come over to 
England for a like purpoſe. Upon this occaſion, 
a letter was written to Dr. Lardner, by Dr. Secker, 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, which was the conclu- 
ſion of a very long correſpondence between two 
eminent perſons, who were now each of them on 
the verge of diflolution”. As this letter diſplays 
the archbiſhop's ſtate of mind at that time, and 
the continuance of his regard for our author, it 
will be inſerted below *. x 

In his private deportment, Dr. Lardner was very 
amiable. His manners were - polite, gentle, and 
obliging ; and he was attentive, in every "Wo to 


? Memoirs, * ſupra, p. 127, 128. 
z « Good Dr. Lardner, 

« ] would have ſeen Mr. Finman, and anſwered your firſt let- 
ce ter, if I had been able. But it hath pleaſed God to affli me, 
« for many months paſt, with ſo conſtant, and ſo ſevere a pain in 
© one of my hips, that I am almoſt incapable of any attention to 
ce any thing elſe. Become quite uſeleſs, and nearly worn out, I beg 
« you will pray God to give me patience, and ſuch degree of 
« eaſe as he ſhall think fit: and can only add, that as I hope my 
« ſpirit is truly Chriſtian towards all who love the Lord Jeſus 
&« in ſincerity, ſo I am, with particular eſteem and thankfulneſs 
“ for the whole of your obliging behaviour to me through life, 

“ Your faithful friend and ſervant, 
« Lambeth, July 13, 1768. THOMAS CANT. *” 


2 Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 128, 129. 
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the laws of decorum. It has been juſtly remarked, 
that he ſeemed carefully to obſerve the rules laid 
« down in his Counſels of Prudence *.” Perhaps 
it may not be diſagreeable to my readers, to be in- 
formed of the mode in which he carried on con- 
verſation. Paper, pens, and ink, being immedi- 
ately brought in when viſiters came to his houſe, 
they wrote down fuch intelligence as they had to 
communicate, or the obſervations and queſtions 
which they wiſhed to propoſe. To theſe, as they 
were ſeverally written, he replied with great free- 
dom and chearfulneſs, and in a way that was both 
inſtructive and entertaining. As the paper con- 
tained the unconnected anſwers and remarks of the 


different gueſts, upon different ſubjects, it formed 


what would have appeared to a ſtranger to be a 
very heterogeneous mixture. It was, however, 
carefully preſerved by the Doctor, to be peruſed by 
him when his viſitors were gone; and the peruſal 
of it often led him to objects of farther conſidera- 
tion and enquiry. 

Our author was not one of thoſe ſcholars who 
are unacquainted with mankind. He had ſeen 
much of life during his reſidence with Lady Treby; 
he was continually viſited by perſons of various 
profeſſions and countries; and he poſſeſſed that ſa- 
gacity of obſervation, which is the principal requi- 
ſite towards obtaining a knowledge of the world. 


Memoirs, p. 1 30. | 
Nor 
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Nor is it uncommon for eminent men, who live in 
retirement, to have ſome people near them, who 
are fond of conveying to them every kind of in- 
formation which it is in their power to collect. 
Whether ſuch information may not occaſionally 
derive a tincture from. the miſtakes and prejudices 
of the communicators, I ſtay not to examine. 

On the learning of Dr. Lardner it is not neceſ- 
fary to enlarge, ſince his character in this reſpec is 
known to all the world. With regard to that 
ſpecies of literature which was cultivated by him, 


he was accurate and profound in the greateſt de- 


gree. Some branches of knowledge there were to 
which he did not apply his attention ; for who is 
adequate to every object? But as a divine, and 
eſpecially with relation to his acquaintance with 
the New Teſtament, and with Chriſtian antiquity, 
perhaps he never had his equal. The works of 
our author being thus valuable, and relating to 
objects of the higheſt importance, it is not ſur- 
priſing that they ſhould be held in great eſteem, not 
only at home, but abroad. I have already mentioned, 
that the firſt part of the Credibility was tranſlated 
into Low Dutch by the Rev. Mr. Cornelius Weſter- 
baen of Utrecht, and into Latin by the Rev. Mr. 
John Chriſtopher Wolff of Hamburgh. A Ger- 


man tranſlation of it appeared at Berlin and at 


Leipſic, in 1750, by the Rev. Mr. David Bruhn 
of Memel in Pruſſia, and Mr. John David Heil- 
man; and it was accompanied with a large Pre- 

| face, 
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face, by the Rev. Profeſſor Siegmund Jacob Baum- 
garten. The ſecond part of the Credibility was 
likewiſe tranſlated both in Holland and in Germany. 
In 1751, the German tranſlation of the fourth 
volume was printed, and the whole deſign may 
probably have ſince been compleated. The Vin- 
dication of the three Miracles was alſo tranſlated 
into German, by the Rev. Mr. Meyenberg, and 
publiſhed at Zell, in 17 50, together with a Pre- 
face, written by the Rev. Dr. Pleſken. A tranſ- 
lation of the Diſcourſes on the Circumſtances of 
the Jewiſh People appeared at Halle, in 1754; and 
of the Treatiſe of the Demoniacs, at Bremen, in 
1760“. | 

The literary connections of Dr. Lardner were 
extenſive ; and he was particularly on a very friendly 
footing with his learned contemporaries among the 
diſſenters. This has already been ſufficiently ap- 
parent, in the notice which, in the courſe of the 
preſent Narrative, there has been occaſion to take 
of Lord Barrington, Dr. Hunt, Mr. Tomkins, 
Mr. Hallet, Dr. Ward, Dr. Benſon, Dr. Chandler, 
and. Dr. Doddridge. Our author had a high 
regard and eſteem for Mr. Mole, and they freely 
communicated to each other their opinions and 
remarks on ſubjects of religion and literature. 
He correſponded with Mr. Brekell of Liverpool, 
the writer of ſome valuable tracts on points of 
Biblical criticiſm. ' In the latter part of his life, 


2 Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 12 25, 126. 
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Dr. Lardner's greateſt perſonal intimacy was with 


Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Caleb Fleming. This gen- 
tleman lived within a few doors of him, and there 
was a perfect conformity betwixt them with re- 
ſpect to their theological ſentiments. Refiding ſe 
near to each other, for between twenty and thirty 
years, their intimacy grew up to the moſt unre- 
ſerved confidence, My friend Dr. Towers has fa- 
voured me with the peruſal of a ſeries of letters, 
written to Dr. Fleming by Dr. Lardner, in which 
he freely diſcloſed his thoughts concerning men 


and things. Dr. Fleming was a man of great in- 


tegrity, and of an acute and vigorous underſtand- 
ing, but in regard to learning, not by any means 
to be named with his friend. He was for a time 


miniſter to a ſmall congregation- at Bartholomew 
Cloſe, after which he ſucceeded the celebrated 


Dr. James Foſter at Pinners Hall. Few people 


have written a greater number of pamphlets, ſome 
of which, being publiſhed without his name, were 


but little noticed by the world. Others of his 
tracts were better received, and ſeveral of them are 
curious and valuable. There are inſtances in which 
he was ſingular, not to ſay whimſical, in his po- 


ſitions. His writings might have been more ge- 


nerally acceptable and uſeful, if they had been 


free from a certain quaintneſs and obſcurity of ſtyle. 


Aiming at originality and ſtrength of expreſſion, 


he often loſt perſpicuity, and never attained to ele- 


gance. He was a determined enemy to civil and 
eccleſiaſtical 
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eccleſiaſtical tyranny, and a very zealous Soci- 
nian. ; 

Dr. Lardner's connections and friendſhips were 
not confined to perſons of his own religious com- 
munion. He was converſant with ſeveral reſpec- 
table clergymen of the church of England, and 
received from them teſtimonies of their eſteem for 
his character, and approbation of his works. The 
letters which paſſed between him and biſhop Wad- 
dington, and his long and uninterrupted acquaint- 
ance with archbiſhop Secker, have already been 
mentioned. He maintained a large correſpondence 
both at home and abroad; and particularly in 
America and Germany. In conſequence of the 
reputation he had acquired by his publications, he 
was viſited by moſt of the learned foreigners who 
came over to England ; and, after their return to 
their own countries, many grateful acknowledg- 
ments were tranſmitted to him of the friendly re- 
ception he had given them, and the aſſiſtance they, 
had derived from him in their literary deſigns and 
purſuits ©. 

Such being the excellencies which Dr. Lardner 
poſſeſſed, both as a writer and a man, it was natu- 
ral that he ſhould often be ſpoken of in terms of 
reſpect and applauſe. Lord Barrington concluded 
his correſpondence with him, concerning Jairus's 


daughter, in the following language: Thus I 


= « Ibid, 
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cc think our controverſy ends. But our friendſhip 


e and correſpondence I hope never will, but with 


* our lives: and our friendſhip, I hope, then, but 
* for a ſeaſon. I have had fo much ſatisfaction 
and inſtruction from your great learning and 
judgment, and from your patience, candour, 
* openneſs, and obliging manners, that, whenever I 
* have difficulties to put, in the future courſe of 
* my enquiries, or want to ſee what difficulties my 


« ſentiments are liable to, I ſhall take the liberty 


cc to trouble you, unleſs you forbid me 5 OT (if 


your great civility will not allow you to do that) 


« forbear, from the ſenſe I have, of how much I 
* rob the world, in the reſult of the learned pur- 
<« ſuits they juſtly expect from you, by ſach kind 
« of interruptions as thoſe I have given you!.“ 

This was a tribute paid to Dr. Lardner's merit 
in early life; ſince which he has been juſtly ap- 
plauded by a variety of reſpectable writers. Dr. 
Benſon ſpeaks of our author as his highly eſteem- 
« ed friend; and refers his readers to the Credi- 
bility, as a fair, full, and impartial account of the 
teſtimonies of the ancient Fathers“. 

© With reſpect to the external evidence of Chriſ- 
te tianity,” ſays Dr. Jebb, it may be obſerved, 


* that the works of the very learned and ingenious. 


„Dr. Lardner, are calculated to produce a firm 


Memoirs, ubi ſupra, p. 41, 42. 


* Benſon's Paraphraſes, vol. i. p. 326. and vol. ii. p. 376, | 


ſecond edition. 
. «« perſuaſion 
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e perſuaſion of the truth of thoſe hiſtorical facts 
* which form the foundation of the Chriſtian in- 
e ſtitution '.” 
The biſhop of Carliſle (Dr. Law) has prefaced 
a quotation from our -author, in the following 
terms: © I ſhall only beg leave to introduce the 
* teſtimony of a candid and judicious writer, who 
appears to entertain right notions both of the 
© nature of the Chriſtian inſtitution, and of the beſt 
* means for the propagation and ſupport of it; 
* and who has ſupplied us with the moſt valuable 
collection of ancient evidences of its truth *.” 

In an anonymous tract, known to be written by 
Mr. Lindſey, that gentleman obſerves, *©* that the 
* publication of the letter on the Logos, in 1759, 
* ſoon made a great revolution in the opinions of 
learned men. For the piece was ſoon known 
* to be his, though without his name; and his 

numerous writings were already in the higheſt 
* requeſt; his character alſo for probity, impar- 
„ tiality, for critical ſkill, and the knowledge of 


f Short Account of Theological Lectures, quarto, 1772, p. 
17. note. | 7 

s Conſiderations on the Theory of Religion, p. 30. note, 
ſeventh edition. | | 

u I do not agree with the worthy and learned writer in this 
aſſertion, It doth not appear to me that the influence of the 
Letter on the Logos was ſpeedy, but flow and gradual, and in 
conjunction with other publications; among which may be men- 
tioned Mr. Cardale's Treatiſe on the true Doctrine of the New 
Teſtament concerning Jefus. Chriſt, | 
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* the ſcriptures, and of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, infe- 
* rior to none; and in oe of theſe reſpects, ſu- 
* perior to any of the age. 

The ſame gentleman, in the ſame publication, 
has drawn Dr. Lardner's portrait ſomewhat at 
large; and it is with particular pleaſure that I pre- 
ſent it to my readers. To praiſe the living 
* would be invidious and awkward : but of thofe 
* who have finiſhed their courſe well, we may 
* ſpeak freely, and be heard. Is there a literary 
* character, that ſtands higher upon the liſts of 
fame, as a man, a Chriſtian, and a divine, than 
« the late Dr. Lardner ? After an education in 
an univerſity abroad, at that time not inferior in 
learned tutors to either of our own, on his re- 
| © turn to his own country, he became early ac- 
* quainted with the worthy and learned in the 
* church eſtabliſhed, and out of it. Archbiſhop 
_ «© Secker, bred a diſſenter, like himſelf, cultivated 
* and courted his friendſhip through life. His 
«« Vindication of ſome of our Lord's miracles againſt 
Mr. Woolſton's attacks, is among the firſt upon 
t that occaſion, and the moſt candid. But his 
*« Credibility of the Goſpel, in ſeventeen volumes, 
* oftavo, and Jewiſh and Heathen Teſtimonies to 
| its Truth, in four volumes, quarto, have exhi- 
| % bited ſuch a maſs of evidence for it, and eſta- 
{| „ bliſhed it on ſo broad a foundation, as nothing 
| * can ſhake, In this he gives, continually, curious 
| 50 and uſeful inſtances of critical ſkill and judg- 

ment: 
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te ment: but his love of truth and impartiality 
are without example, in fairly repreſenting every 
* argument and objection, without the leaſt diſ- 
«« cernible bias to any opinion or party. His piety 
and humility are conſpicuous in all his writings, 
* and particularly in his ſermons, ſome of which 
* are among the beſt models for pulpit-diſcourſes 
in our language, in explaining important paſ- 
*« ſages of the goſpel, and pointing out the eaſy and 
© natural inſtruction to be deduced from it!.“ 
Biſhop Watſon, in his Catalogue of Books of 
Divinity, having mentioned Dr. Lardner's Letter 
on the Logos, immediately ſubjoins ſome reflec- 
flections, which are ſo admirable, that they cannot 
be omitted. Newton and Locke,” ſays his Lord- 
ſhip, were eſteemed Socinians, Lardner was an 
«© avowed one; Clarke and Whiſton were declared 
* Arians; Bull and Waterland were profeſſed 
*« Athanaſians. Who will take upon him to ſay 
* that theſe men were not equal to each other in 
* probity and ſcriptural knowledge? And if that 
* be admitted, ſurely we ought to learn no other 
leſſon, from the diverſity of their opinions, ex- 
«« cept that of perfect moderation and good-will 
„ towards all thoſe who happen to differ from 
* ourſelves. We ought to entertain no other with, 
but that every man may be allowed, without loſs 
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Examination of Mr. Robinſon's Plea for the Divinity of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Preface, p. xviii. xxvi. xxvii. 
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« of fame or fortune, et ſentire que velit, et que 
* ſentiat dicere. This abſolute freedom of en- 
_ «« quiry, it is apprehended, is the beſt way of in- 
« veſtigating the ſenſe of ſcripture, the moſt pro- 
<« bable mean of producing an uniformity of opi- 
* nion, and of rendering the goſpel diſpenſation as 
& intelligible to us in the eighteenth century, as, 
ve preſume, it was to Chriſtians in the firſt.” 

The ingenious writer of the Memoirs of Thomas 
Hollis, Eſq; has mentioned a ſhort, but beautiful 
encomium, which was paſſed on Dr. Lardner and 
one of his eminent contemporaries, by a very learned 
perſon, who has often ſaid, that if he were ſen- 
tenced to impriſonment for ſeven years, he would 
not defire to take any books with him into his 
b beſides the works of Jortin and Lard- 
ner *. 

As ſeveral of our author's publications were of 
courſe ſubjected to the examination of the different 
literary journals which this country produces, the 
conducters of them were neceſſarily led to give, on 
various occaſions, their ſentiments concerning him; 
which, I believe, has uniformly been done in terms 
of approbation and reſpect. In one place, the 
Monthly Review thus ſpeaks : Before we preſent 
* our readers with a view of what is contained in 
* this volume (the firſt volume of the ancient Jewiſh 


* Memoirs of T. Hollis, Eſq; vol. i. p. 254.—T am indebted 
to my excellent friend, Dr. Diſney, far collecting and preſenting 
me with the preceding teſtimonies, 

«© and 
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and Heathen Teſtimonies), we cannot, as friends 


to the religion of our country, forbear expreſſing 
the grateful ſenſe we have of the eminent ſervice 
our learned and worthy author has done to the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, by his excellent writings in 
defence of it. Of the many able writers that have 
appeared in the preſent age, as advocates for the 
truth of the Chriſtian religion, there are none, in 
our opinion, that deſerve to be preferred to Dr. 
Lardner; few, indeed, that can be compared 
with him. In point of learning, his merit is very 
conſiderable: but what is much more valuable 
than mere learning, there is a pleaſing ſimplicity 
in his manner of writing, and a very uncommon 
degree of candour and impartiality. He ſeems 
to have nothing in view but the diſcovery of 
truth ; ſcorns the mean and contemptible arts of 
miſrepreſentation, or concealing objections and 
difficulties, and gives his readers a clear and full 
view of the ſubject. How amiable is ſuch a 
character] how worthy of imitation ! 

In another place, the Monthly Reviewers have 


expreſſed themſelves in the following language : 
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From the great ſervice rendered to Chriſtianity 
by the laborious purſuits and learned compila- 
tions of Dr. Lardner, his name will ever be diſ- 
tinguiſhedly honoured in the hiſtory of the 
Chriſtian church. Dr. Prieſtley, when he ſpeaks 


! Monthly Review, vol. xxxii. p. I. 
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* of this moſt learned and excellent man, gene- 
* rally calls him, the prince of modern divines; 
and we think this tribute to his illuſtrious merit 
*© not improperly paid. To the moſt elaborate and 
*« extenſive inveſtigations of eccleſiaſtical antiquity, 
* he added all that knowledge of Greek and Ro- 
man literature, which enabled him ſo thoroughly 
* to diſcriminate the comparative worth and ex- 
e cellence of the ſacred and profane writers. To 
* the learning of the ſcholar he added alſo the 
* veracity of the hiſtorian ; while the amiable can- 

* dour and humility of the Chriſtian gave a pleaſ- 
* ing luſtre and embelliſhment to his more emi- 
nent accompliſnments“.“ 

Language to a like purpoſe occurs in different 
parts of the Critical Review ; but I ſhall content 
myſelf with referring to one place, in which Dr. 
Lardner is deſcribed as maſter of a great extent of 
reading; as poſſeſſing a clear head to collect and 
ſtate facts and evidences, and a ſound judgment to 
determine concerning the weight of them; and as 
having ſpared no time or pains in his laborious 
taſk *, 

In conſequence of the recent original of the 
Engliſh Review, it hath had but one opportunity 
of characterizing our author; but that opportunity 
it hath embraced with ee zeal and 


F 


* Monthly Review, vol. Ixiv. p. 33. 
u Critical Review, vol. iv. p. 517. 
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energy. The name of Lardner,” ſays the re- 
viewer, is well known in the literary world. No 
« writer, from the very exiſtence of Chriſtianity, 
« ever conferred ſo eſſential ſervice upon true re- 
e ligion, or contributed more to clear up its evi- 
« dence and elucidate its antiquities. According- 
* ly, there is no country, where the Chriſtian re- 
“ ligion is profeſſed, in which his name is not held 
* in the greateſt eſteem. Every church would 
have been proud to boaſt of him as their mem- 
ce ber, and his voluminous productions have been 
* tranſlated into almoſt all the languages of 
Europe. ö 

Dr. Lardner certainly poſſeſſed a very clear 
* and ſound underſtanding, and great ſhrewdneſs 
« of judgment. His induſtry in the purſuit, and 
„ perſeverance in the inveſtigation, of truth, are 
% without example. But the quality by which he 
* was chiefly diſtinguiſhed, and which was per- 
* haps of more ſervice to him than all the reſt, 
was the candour and ingenuity of his mind. He 
*« examined every thing without prejudice. Seated, 
* as it were, in a more elevated ſphere than other 
* men, he was not ſubject to have his underſtand- 
ing darkened by the clouds, and jaundiced by the 
*© noxious mediums, of partiality, bigotry, and en- 
e thuſiaſm. He has, therefore, been as ſucceſsful 
*in refuting the falſe and ſuborned evidences of 
*« Chriſtianity, as in aſſerting and illuſtrating the - 
* true. Thus he has contributed, more than all 
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* the miſtaken zeal and the pious frauds of a 
* thouſand faints and pontiffs could have done, to 
* the rendering it that ſimple, venerable, attractive, 
and engaging ſtructure which God and Jeſus in- 
* tended it. It is no longer obſcured by im- 
e poſtures, and disfigured by the falſe props and 
* buttreſſes that were brought to ſupport it*.” 

A manuſcript elogium on Dr. Lardner has been 
put into my hands by a friend, Ebenezer Radcliff, 
Eſq; the principal part of which is inferted at the 
end of this narrative. 

I have only recited the teſtimonies given to our 


author by writers of our own country; but foreign- 


ers have not been deficient in ſpreading forth his 
praiſo. Thoſe who have tranſlated his works have 


introduced them with proper encomiums on their 


merit; and different learned men have taken occa- 
ſion to expreſs their ſenſe of the excellence and 
value of his productions. Walchius, in his Bibli- 
otheca Theologica ſelecta, calls the Credibility ” 
inſigne opus; and it is highly ſpoken of in the Bibli- 
otheca Germanica, and the Bibliotheque, ancient 
and modern, of Le Clerc?.“ 

Every well-difpoſed reader muſt contemplate 
with pleaſure, on a life which was ſo admirably 
and uſefully ſpent as was that of Dr. Lardner. 
Such a life preſents us with a beautiful proof of 
the dignity to which the human mind is capable 


* Engliſh Review, for December, 1785. p. 423. 
From the obliging information of the Rev. Dr. Goſſet. 
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of aſcending, when it is formed on right views of 
the Supreme Being, and on the true principles and 
ſpirit of the Goſpel, Nor may a character like 
this be reflected upon with pleaſure only, but with 
the greateſt advantage. The private virtues of 
Dr. Lardner may juſtly be recommended to uni- 
verſal imitation. His love to God and benevolence 
to man, his regard to truth, his integrity, His 
purity, his moderation, his candour, his meekneſs, 
and his humility, it would be the honour and 
happineſs of Chriſtians in general to ſelect as the 
models of their temper and conduct. 
Dr. Lardner may be held out, in particular, as 
a fine example to thoſe of his own profeſſion. It is 
not, indeed, in the power of every one to attain to 
the ſame extent of learning, or to perform the ſame 
ſervices to Chriſtianity ; but it ſhould be the am- 
bition of ſuch as are engaged in the work of the 
miniſtry, to follow after him with diligence and 
zeal, though they may not be able to do it with 
equal ſteps. As the diſſenters had the honour 
of producing Dr. Lardner, he will naturally be 
the object of emulation to the diſſenting clergy. 
They will ſo far look up to him as their pattern, 
as to endeayour to quality themſelves for appear- 
ing, when occaſions call for it, in the great depart- 
ments of literature, and eſpecially in the cauſe of 
religious truth and liberty, and in the defence and 
explication of the facred writings. Some among 
them, at leaſt, will, it is hoped, always be inſpired 
with 
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with this diſpoſition; in conſequence of which 
they will not only gain reputation -to themſelves, 
and reflect credit on the body to which they be- 
long; but, what is of infinitely greater importance, 
will unite with the wiſe, the learned, and the good 
of every denomination, and of every country, in 
promoting ſuch a knowledge of religion in general, 
and of the Chriſtian religion in particular, as will 
be found eminently conducive to the trueſt im- 
provement and comfort of the preſent life, and to 
the everlaſting felicity of human beings. 


EXTRACT 
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BY EBENEZER RADCLIFF, ESQ, 


Trex Chriſtian religion being founded on facts, 
to eſtabliſh them, and the credit of their relaters, is 
of the utmoſt conſequence. Our author, therefore, 
thought the higheſt reſpect he could pay to it was, 
to bring it to the teſt of hiſtory ; and the reſult of 
his enquiries was, that, ſo far from depending upon 
the forged miracles, pious frauds, and ſpurious teſti- 
monies of the ancient fathers, or the metaphyſical 
caſuiſtry of modern defenders, he found it to be 
the weaker for their alliance; and, like a ſkilful 
engineer, he demoliſhed the buttreſſes, which an 
officious or timorous zeal erected, that the Goſpel, 
having nothing to defend but its own fortreſs, 
might be the more firm and impregnable. 
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So delicate were his ſentiments reſpecting reli. 
gion, and fo jealous was he of its honour and 
purity, that, ſo far from conniving at any flaws in 
its character, he could not .bear it ſhould be 
ſuſpected; and, I am perſuaded, he would not, even 
for the immortality it propoſes, have conſented to 
admit one unfair or unſound argument in its de- 
fence. 

While his extenſive learning qualified him to 
try the merits of every evidence, his unbiaſſed inte- 
grity, and ſacred veneration for truth, enabled him 
to paſs an impartial ſentence. 

As his teſtimony was honeſt, fo it was diſinter- 
eſted. He had none of that literary pride and ambi- 
tion which are a diſgrace to the purſuit of truth, 
and leſſen the credit of its champions. His pro- 
feſſion debarred him from worldly emoluments and 
honours, and he aſpired to no recompence, but that 
which flows from the nature of true religion, and 
the approbation of its divine author. So that, if 
I were diſpoſed to reſt my faith on any human 
authority, it ſhould be is. 

I ſhould regard the ſanction of his decifion as 
the next in credibility to inſpiration itſelf, and al- 
moſt entitled to implicit veneration. But this was 
what he never wanted; and he has ſo clearly and 
candidly repreſented the grounds of his own belief, 
that every perſon has an opportunity of judging for 
himſelf: and if there are any who, after ſuch a 


diſcuſſion, can remain enemies or neuters, we 
muſt 
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muſt leave them to God and their own con- 
ſciences, without entering into their hearts or deter- 
mining the motives by which they have been go- 
verned. 

It muſt be acknowledged, that revelation has 
met with many able and learned advocates, who 
have ſet the various evidence of it in the moſt 
ſtriking points of view. Its internal excellence, and 
conſiſtency with the divine perfections, have been 
clearly illuſtrated. The expediency of divine in- 
terpoſition has been fairly deduced from the errors 
and imperfections of philoſophy. The propriety 
of the time of Chriſt's appearance has been proved 
from a concurrence of a multitude of circum- 
ſtances; and the agreement betwixt reaſon and 
ſcripture has been fully aſcertained: and many 
other arguments ſtrongly preſumptuous, though 
not deciſive, in its favour, have furniſhed occaſion 
for the diſplay of much ingenious but unneceſſary 
reaſoning. 

Let but the faithfulneſs of the ſacred records be 
eſtabliſhed, and the truth of thoſe extraordinary 
facts which atteſted the divine miſſion of Chriſt be 
confirmed, and we may challenge the world to 
diſpute the concluſions which are deducible from 
them. 

The goſpel he taught muſt be the oracle of 
truth, the rule of our faith and conduct, and the 
ground of our immortal hopes and expectations. 

This important taſk was reſerved for this learned 

8 author, 
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author, and Providence ſeems to have bleſſed him 
not only with talents and fidelity, but with an ex- 
tent of life equal to the execution of it. 

To vindicate the evangelical hiſtorians from ig- 
norance, incapacity, and colluſion; to fix the credit 
of the ſacred records by the concurrent teſtimony 
of Jews and Gentiles, ſcoffers and apoſtates; to 
trace the progreſs of the church through ſeveral 
ſucceſſive ages; and to ſhew the regular and faithful 
tranſmiſſion of the ſcriptures without innovation or 
corruption, were the great objects of his ſtudies for 
many years: and ſuch is the perſpicuity with which 
he deſcribes and illuſtrates the tranſactions of 
Chriſt's miniſtry, that he appears more like a con- 
temporary with the apoſtles than an inhabitant of 


later ages. 
If to this we add, that cloud of witneſſes which 


he collected from all quarters, to give their ſanction 


to the miracles, doctrine, moral ſublimity, and 
wonderful effects of the Chriſtian religion, it muſt 
be allowed, that he has erected a monument to his 
great Maſter and himſelf, which ſhall laſt as * 


as the world endures. 


As his writings juſtified and explained the lead- 


ing facts of the New Teſtament, his character was 
a living pattern of its rules and precepts. His 
heart was full of the generous warmth of its bene- 
volent ſpirit; but his ſentiments were cool and 
diſpaſſionate, the reſult of calm enquiry and * 
conviction. | 

When 
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When he thought it his duty, and for the ho- 


nour of revelation, to call in queſtion common opi- 
nions, he did it with unaffected candour and mo- 
deſty, and, at the ſame time, with that integrity 
and ſimplicity, which, if it did not bring over his 
adverſary, never offended him. He was refpectful 
without ceremony, friendly without officiouſneſs, 
and obliging without mean compliances. He pre- 
ſerved a dignity of character without reſerve, and 
united the acuteneſs of the critic with the manners 
of a gentleman and the ſpirit of a Chriſtian. 

The goodneſs of his temper excited a prejudice 
in favour of his principles ; and as his writings were 
free from acrimony, his life was clear of reproach. 

On the whole, when I conſider his ardour for 
truth, yet tenderneſs for error, his learning mixed 
with ſo much diffidence and humility, his zeal 
tempered with ſo much prudence, and his faith ac- 
companied with ſo much benevolence ; when I ob- 
ſerve the ſimplicity of his deportment, his uniform 
and unaffected piety, his attachment to his divine 
Maſter, and good-will to mankjnd, I cannot help 
ſaying, This was the diſciple whom Jeſus loved.” 
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LETTERS between Dr. WappinGToON, Biſhop of Chicheſter, 
and Mr, LaRDNER. 


| Eaton, near Windſor, Nov, 14, 1729. 
Reverend Sir, 

HAVE received at this place your moſt agreeable preſent 

of a Vindication, &c. againſt Mr. Woolſton, and do beg 
leave to return you my moſt ſincere and hearty thanks for it; 
you have certainly took a very proper and Chriſtian way with 
him, and I wiſh it may have the deſigned effect upon him: I 
have no manner of objection to make againſt any one line in 
the book: you have purſued both him and his Jew very cloſely ; 
and if they are capable of conviction, you ſeem to be the man 
whom God has raiſed up for that great ſervice: I cannot ſay leſs 
of your excellent performance; and what I have ſaid comes, I 
aſſure you, from the ſincerity of my heart. 

Will you then, dear Sir, give me leave as ſincerely to take no- 
tice of a paſſage or two in your preface which as yet I cannot ſo 
well digeſt, if I take you right in them, and I am ſure I have 
no intention to miſtake you wilfully. 

Page 4, you have theſe words, “If by way of ſuch a reply he 
te means a reply without abuſive railing terms, or invoking the 
aid of the civil magiſtrate 3”? and a line or two after you op- 
poſe © ſolid reaſons and arguments” to “ pains and penalties :” 
Now theſe are paſſages that I own I cannot perfectly approve 
of: you ſeem in the firſt to put abuſive railing terms, upon the 
ſame foot with invoking the aid of the civil magiſtrate ; and in 
the latter, to intimate as if pains and penalties had been de- 
manded by ſomebody or other to be inflicted upon Mr. Wool- 
ſton, to ſupply the place of ſolid reaſons and arguments. If I 
am right in putting this interpretation upon your words, I muſt 
beg leave to ſay, that, in my poor opinion, there is no occaſion 
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for them; I don't know any one perſon of character who, in 
writing againſt Mr. Woolſton, has invoked the aids of the civil 
magiſtrate to inflict pains and penalties upon Mr. Woolſton, 
for being an Infidel, or writing againſt the Chriſtian religion ; but 
only for writing againſt it in ſuch a blaſphemous, abuſive, ſcan- 
dalous manner, zs I think may very juſtly raiſe the indignation 
and reſentment of every honeſt man, whether Chriſtian or not. 
The two biſhops of London and St. David have expreſsly de- 
clared this in print ; and I believe it is the ſentiment of many 
more of that order in the church, if not of all, that (as you very 
well expreſs it in the 11th page of your preface) «it is the plea- 
« ſure of Chriſt that men ſhould not be compelled to receive 
« his law by the puniſhments of this life, or the fear of them; 
< but that they ſhould be left to propoſe their doubts and ob- 
« jections - provided it be done in a grave, ſerious manner.“ 
But give me leave, dear Sir, to aſk you, with ſome concern, 
whether Mr. Wooliton has propoſed his doubts. and difficulties 
in a grave, ſerious manner ? and if you fay he has not done it, 
as I believe you will, do not you ſeem to intimate yourſelf, by 
putting in that reſerve, as if you thought the civil magiſtrate 
might puniſh him for not obſerving it; or at leaſt, that there is 
nothing, in puniſhing him for the breach of all the laws of Chriſ- 
tian charity and common decency, contrary to the will and 
pleaſure of Jeſus Chriſt? This then is the difficulty that ſticks 
with me in reſpect to theſe paſſages in your preface: and as 1 
have very freely, and yet, I hope, in a very friendly manner, 
mentioned them to you, fo I doubt not hut you will, in the 
{ame free and kind way, endeavour to remove them ; which will 
make me perfectly eaſy ; for I am ſorry to meet with any thing 
in your writings (fo truly ſerviceable to the Chriſtian religion) 
that may give the leaſt occaſion of offence to the ſincere lovers 
of Jeſus Chriſt and his goſpel. I am, with the utmoſt reſpect, 
eſteem, and gratitude, f 
| Reverend Sir, 
fi Your affectionate 
faithful friend, 
EDwaRD CHICHESTER. 


To 
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To this Mr. Lardner anſwered as follows: 


My Lord, 


I HAVE received the favour of your very kind and friendly 
letter, for which I am greatly indebted to your Lordſhip. As 
your approbation of what I have written in the defence of Chriſ- 
tianity affords me the higheſt ſatisfaction, ſo it is no ſmall eon- 
cern to me that there has been any thing ſaid in the preface 
which is offenſive to a perſon of your Lordſhip's known judg- 
ment and integrity; who have alſo expreſſed ſo much kindneſs 
to me, beyond my deſert or expectation. 

I believe (and think I may be poſitive), that when I wrote 
thoſe expreſſions (preface, page 4), I had no regard to a de- 
mand made by any one, of a puniſhment on Mr. Woolſton for 
his writings. I only intended to diſown, in plain terms, which 
might not be miſtaken, the principles of perſecution, which he 
had charged upon ſo many of his adverſaries. As when I men- 
tioned a reply without abuſive terms, I had no reference to any 
reply written in that way (for I have ſeen no ſuch, nor has he 
complained of any thing of that nature that I know of, beſides 
his being called an Infidel, whereas, he ſays, he is a Chriſtian), 
ſo when I wiſhed his conviction without pains and penalties, I 
had no reference to any demand made of them. But I do own, 
that, in the firſt paragraph of page 11, I had a reference to a 
demand, which I thought had been made for puniſhing him far 
his writings. And, I ſuppoſe, if he ſhould be puniſhed, it 
will be for writing againſt Chriſtianity, and not for his manner 
of doing ic, 

I am far from thinking that Mr. Woolſton has written in a 
grave and ſerious manner: and I have ſtrongly expreſſed my 
diſlike of his manner in the latter end of page 11, and 
page 12, 

Your Lordſhip freely declares, he ought not to be pu- 
niſhed for being an Infidel, nor for writing at all againſt the 
_ Chriſtian religion; which appears to me a noble declaration. If 
the governors of the church and civil magiſtrates had all along 
* UP to this-principle, I think, the Chriſtian religion had been 
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before now well-nigh univerſal. But I have ſuppoſed it to 


be a conſequence from this ſentiment, that if men have an 
allowance to write againſt the Chriſtian religion, there muſt be 
alſo conſiderable indulgence as to the manner likewiſe. This 
has appeared to me a part of that meekneſs and forbearance, 
which the Chriſtian religion obliges us to; who are to reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort with all long- ſuffering. The proper puniſh- 
ment of a low, mean, indecent, ſcurrilous way of writing, ſeems 
to be neglect, contempt, ſcorn, and general indignation. 


Your Lordſhip has obſerved (in my opinion) extremely well, 


that this way of writing is ſuch as may juſtly raiſe the indigna- 
tion and reſentment of every honeſt man, whether Chriſtian 
or not. This puniſhment he has already had in part, and will 
probably have more and more, if he ſhould go on in his rude 
and brutal way of writing. And if we leave all further puniſh- 
ment to him, to whom vengeance belongs, I have thought it 
might be much for the honour of ourſelves, and of our religion. 
But if he ſhould be puniſhed farther, the ſtream of reſentment 


and indignation will turn; eſpecially if the puniſhment ſhould 


be ſevere; and it is likely, that a ſmall puniſhment will not 
ſuffice to engage to ſilence, nor to an alteration of the manner 
of writing. 

I truly think, that the Chriſtians of this nation are at preſent 
under a great trial; and I heartily wiſh we may behave ſo under 
it, as may be moſt for the laſting honour of our religion. It 
ſeems to me much better for us as Chriſtians, to err ſomewhat 
(if it be an error) on the ſide of tenderneſs and meekneſs, rather 
than on the fide of ſeverity ; nothing having done the Chriſtian 
cauſe greater prejudice, than the ſeverities practiſed by ſome who 
have bore the name of Chriſtian. It has ſeemed to me (as have 
ſaid) to be a conſequence of permitting men to write againſt 
Chriſtianity, that we muſt alſo ſhew indulgence toward the 


manner, in ſome meaſure. But no one is to be allowed to fay 


any thing injurious to men's characters: this is properly a 
breach of the peace. I am perſuaded, that no man has been 
more ſenſibly grieved and offended than myſelf, at the abuſive 
treatment that has been given to men of the higheſt order and 
greateſt 
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greateſt merit in the church. And if any thing of this kind has 
been ſaid, cognizable by the laws, no man can complain of a juſt 
puniſhment. 

I have, my Lord, freely repreſented my ſentiments, which 
are ſubmitted to your Lordſhip's conſideration with the greateſt 
humility and deference. I hope, I have nothing more at heart, 
than the general intereſt of the Chriſtian religion. And if 
have declared in favour of too great lenity, it has been purely 
becauſe I have ſuppoſed it would be, in the end, moſt for the ad- 
vantage of that good cauſe. 

J have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obliged, moſt "I Pg 
and obedient Servant, 
Nov. 22. 1729. N. LARDNER, 
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To which his Lordſhip anſwered. 


Eaton College, Nov. 25, 1729. 
Reverend Sir, 


I HAVE received your's of the 22d, and am very well ſatiſ- 
fied with the explication you have been pleaſed to give me of your 
meaning in thoſe paſſages in the 4th page of your preface, 
which, upon the firſt reading, ſeemed to me to have a more par-. 
ticular view than you now declare they had, and I can very readi- 
ly believe what you now aſſert to be true, and ſhould indeed 
beg your pzrdon for my miſtake (though it was by no means 
a wilful one) if the candour that appears in every part of your 
letter did not tempt me to think you have granted it without 
my aſking. | 

I don't ſee that you and I are likely to differ much, as to any 
other points touched upon in your letter ; our general principles, 
with reſpect to the true method of propagating and defending: 
our holy religion, are, I believe, the ſame; and I wiſh as heartily 
as you can do, that no other had ever been followed by eccleſia- 
ſtical or civil governors; but ſtill I am at a loſs how to under- 
ſtand what you are pleaſed to fay, « That there muſt be likewiſe 

14 « conſiderable, 
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te conſiderable indulgence allowed as to the manner of writing 
« again the Chriſtian religion.” I am not ſure whether, if 
Mr. Woolſton heard this, he would not ſay it is all the in- 
dulgence he deſires; for he has declared, “ that he cannot 
<« write otherwiſe than he has done already;” and if for that 
reaſon, becauſe he cannot write otherwiſe, he muſt be indulged 
in writing in his own way, there is no doubt but that he will 
go on in writing after ſuch a manner, as you ſeem to think may 
juſtly raiſe the indignation and reſentment of every honeſt man, 
whether Chriſtian or not; and for which I cannot, I own, 
think that bare contempt is a ſufficient puniſhment; conſider- 
ing the great miſchief ſuch a way of writing mult do, and daily 
does in the world: I am willing to indulge ſuch writers as far 
as ever Chriſtian meekneſs and charity require me to go; but 
I would juſt beg leave to aſk, what opinion you think St. Paul, 
or any other truly primitive Chriſtian, would have had, of any 
perſon writing in theſe days (and that while he till profeſſed 
himſelf a Chriſtian) in ſuch a manner as Mr. Woolſton does in 
theſe? what you imagine their conduct would have been? 
whether they would have carried the Chriſtian principles of 
meekneſs and tenderneſs ſo far as to haye indulged him in ſuch 
a manner of writing, in hopes of working his conviction in that 
way? [t does not appear, by thoſe inſtances we have in the 
epiſtles of the exerciſe cf Chriſtian diſcipline in thoſe days, that 
they were then indolent in matters of ſuch conſequence to the 
Chriſtian religion! nor do I think we are under any obligation 
to do ſo now, and therefore I ſhould be unwilling to give any 
indulgence at all to © ſuch a manner of writing, much leſs a 
« conſiderable one, as your words (conſidering the occaſion 
on which they are uſed, and to which they muſt refer) ſeem to 
imply that we ſhould. You, indeed, add afterwards, *“ That 
« no man is to be allowed to ſay any thing injurious to men's 
c characters, and that if any thing of this kind has been ſaid, no 
man can complain of a juſt puniſhment, for this is properly a 
« breach of the peace.” Now no one who has read Mr, Wool- 
ſton's books or prefaces, can ſurely have the leaſt doubt upon 
his mind, but that he is in this reſpect guilty to the higheſt de- 

gree; 
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gree; and therefore, in your opinion, deſerves a juſt puniſh- 
ment; but beſides this, I think a ſincere Chriſtian may, and 
ought to go farther; he may very juſtly be concerned for the 
honour of his bleſſed Saviour, and have ſome real ſtirrings in his 
breaſt for preventing ſuch abuſes of that holy name as have no 
ſort of argument in them to perſuade and convince; cannot 
be the reſult of any fair reaſoning againſt the Chriſtian religion, 
but muſt neceſſarily proceed from a fpirit fit to be abhorred by 
all mankind, and can never be a humane way of © propagating 
« truth,” whether for or againſt Chriſtianity, Theſe, dear Sir, 
are my free and impartial thoughts upon that particular paſſage 
in your letter which mentions the © conſiderable indulgence” 
that ought to be made as to the © manner” of writing againſt 
Chriſtianity. And I hope, upo: the whole, that you and I don't 
differ ſo much, even on this point, as we may ſeem to do. What 
puniſhments are proper for ſuch a manner of writing, or whether 
it may be looked upon as a breach of the peace in a © Chriſtian 


« ſociety,” and ſo by your own allowance puniſhable by the 


civil magiſtrate, are points I ſhall not enter into now, any far- 
ther than to declare freely my opinion, that ſuch a writer ought 
to be puniſhed by the eccleſiaſtical cenſure of the church, and 
declared excommunicate by a proper authority; and if he could 
be farther reſtrained from writing on in the ſame © outrageous 
manner“ by the civil magiſtrate (with a liberty {till to uſe 
reaſon inſtead of railing), I don't ſee how this could be any 
prejudice to the Chriſtian religion, any contradiction to the true 
forbearing ſpirit of it, any injury to the juſt liberties of mankind, 
or any injuſtice to the writer himſelf, but in my poor opinion 
the greateſt kindneſs that could poſſibly be done him. I heartily 
thank you, good Sir, for the preſent you have made me of your 
additions to your former excellent book, which, I am ſure, I 
{hall read with a great deal of profit, as well as pleaſure, as ſoon 
as they come to hand. You will be fo good as to excuſe me in 
not tranſcribing this long letter, which indeed (conſidering the 
many corrections in it), I ſhould do, but ſuch compliments 
between ends will, I hope, not be expected, nor am ] ſure if 

I ſhould 
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1 ſhould attempt it, not to commit again as many faults as T 


mend. I am, therefore, without any more ceremony, and with 
the greateſt lincerity and reſpect, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your very faithful Friend, 
and humble Servant, 
EDwARD CHICHESTER, 


Mr. Lardner anſwered: 


h Pecember 2, 1729. 
My Lord, 


I HAVE the favour of your letter of the 25th of Novem- 
ber, which, I hope, your Lordſhip will permit me to ſay, is a 
pattern of condeſcenſion and goodneſs ; nor can I help eſteem- 
ing it an honour to me, that my ſentiments are ſo agreeable 
to that truly Chriſtian ſpirit expreſſed in your letter, 

The reaſons of my ſaying that it was a conſequence of per. 
mitting men to write againſt the Chriſtian religion, © that 
« there muſt be likewiſe conſiderable indulgence as to the 
„ manner of writing,” were chiefly theſe : that the permiſſion 
of writing againſt the Chriſtian religion contained in it fo 
much, that the manner“ of it alſo ſhould be bore with, in a 
conſiderable degree; and ſecondly, the cauſe of thoſe who 
oppoſe Chriſtianity is ſo bad and deſperate, that they who 
argue againſt it are naturally, and almoſt neceſſarily, led into 
an unfair way of arguing. If men are ſo weak, or fo wicked, 
as to write againſt Chriſtianity, I expect to ſee them make uſe 
of ſome bad arts to ſupport their cauſe. The fact has been 
agreeable to this ſuppoſition. The writers in the defence of 
Chriſtianity have actually exceeded their adverſaries, not only 


in their arguments and reaſons, but alſo in the manner of arguing 


and reaſoning. 
If what Mr. Woolſton ſays, that he © cannot write other- 
«© wile,” be true, it farther confirms this ſuppoſition, and is a 


ſhameful truth for him and his cauſe, publicly acknowledged by 
himſelf. 


To 
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To your Lordſhip's queſtion, What I think would have been 
the conduct of St. Pau}, and other primitive Chriſtians, in a 
like caſe ? I readily anſwer, my Lord, that, I believe, they would 
have pronounced a ſentence of excommunication, and it would, 
in my opinion, be juſtly pronounced upon Mr. Woolſton. 
The ſentiments advanced by him, and his manner of defend. 
ing them, do both together, and each of them ſingly, deſerve 
that ſentence. 

Mr. Woolſton has writ in a moſt abuſive and injurious 
manner to men's characters, but I did not know that he 
had been proſecuted for it, though I — he well de- 
ſerved it. 

I have alſo the honour to agree with your Lordſhip, that we 
ought to have a very great zeal and concern for the honour of 
our bleſſed Saviour, and an abhorrence of all ways, © not 
„humane, of propagating truth, whether for or againſt” 
Chriſtianity; or that have a plain tendency to deſtroy a ſenſe of 
religion and virtue in men's minds. 

I conclude with humbly acknowledging your Lordſhip's 
goodneſs | in communicating to me your ſentiments upon theſe 
matters in ſo kind and friendly a manner. 

I am, My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obliged, moſt humble, 
and obedient Servant, 
N. LARDNER. 
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LETTER of Mr. LARDNER to Lord BARRINOG rox, 
My Lord, March 7, 1729-30. 
AM very ſenſible of the honour done me by your Lord- 
ſhip's approbation of the Vindication of three Mira- 
“cles, &c.“ and have a great deal of reaſon to rejoice, that the 

| manner 
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manner in which the argument for free writing is managed in 
the preface is not unacceptable to your Lordſhip ; for, as to the 
principles themſelves, I had no doubt but they would be agree- 
able to your judgment, however they may be ſuſpected or 
diſliked by others, who have leſs ſtudied the Chriſtian doctrine ; 
a true Chriſtian may ſuffer on account of his religion, but he 
can never make others ſuffer on account of theirs. Whatever 
may be the conſequence of it, we are not to ſupport Chriſtia- 
nity by force, Our bleſſed Saviour, rather than make ufe 
of compulſion, would chuſe to be without a follower. John 
vi. 67. | | | 

I will briefly go over all your Lordſhip's difficulties relating 
to the death of Jairus's daughter, and then offer ſome confidera- 
tions in favour of the common opinion. 

I. There is not the concluſive evidence that Jairus's daugh- 
cc ter was dead, &c.” The evidence is concluſive and ſatisfac- 
tory here. If they might be miſtaken in her caſe, fo they 
might in Lazarus, when buried: and if buried, while in a deli- 
quium or ſleep, he might have continued in it ſeveral days. 

II. E»05ceras in the text is a general word. It does not 
directly expreſs healing barely, but that ſhe ſhould do well, let 
the cafe be never ſo deſperate; and this was as much as it became 
our Saviour to ſay at that time. 

III. Our Saviour, your Lordſhip knows very well, did not 
ſpeak in Greek, but in Syriac. Probably he uſed one and the 
ſame word, when he ſaid “ Lazarus ſleeps,” and the «© Maid 
« ſleeps.” That the Evangeliſts have uſed a e in one place, 
and x, in another, is of no manner of importance; ſince 
the diſciples underſtood him to ſpeak of natural fleep, when he 
ſaid, © Lazarus ſleepeth.“ 

IV. The faying, ſhe was & not dead,” as well as ſhe 
« ſleeps,” does not appear to ſtrengthen the aſſertion. It is 
all one and the ſame thing. I think we ought to make no 
ſcruples here, now we have the ſtory of Lazarus, in which it is 
related, firſt, that Chriſt ſaid, this ſickneſs is not & unto death,” 
and yet he did die: and then, © our friend Lazarus fleeps :” 
meaning at the ſame time, that Lazarus was dead, and he would 
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raiſe him up. As when he ſaid Lazarus's ſickneſs “ was 
©« not unto death,” he muſt be underſtood of a final death; 
ſo when he faid, the maid “ is not dead,“ he muſt be un- 
derſtood alſo of a final death, ſince all her friends knew ſhe 
was dead, 

V. The matter of the fifth objection ſerves, in my opinion, 
to ſhew the propriety of the common interpretation. Be 
4 gone,” for there is no occaſion for you; the maid is not to 
be buried, ſhe is not finally dead, but will be raiſed up, 
as out of a ſleep; therefore your lamentations are not ſea- 
ſonable. | 

VI. The laſt objeCtion is taken from the circumſtances, 
I perceive no impropriety at all in the action of taking her by 
the hand, ſuppoſing her to be dead; nor in the ordering “ meat 
© to be ſet before her.” This laſt indeed would have been 
very improper in the caſe of the two other perſons raiſed to life, 
who were abroad, but ſhe was at home. Their life, health, and 
ſtrength, would alſo appear ſufficiently in walking home before 
the company preſent, with all the vigour and agility becoming 
men. But as this other caſe was in awoman, who cannot with de- 
cency ſhow ſtrength and vigour by leaping, or agility in walk- 
ing, and as ſhe was at home, eating was a very proper ſign to 
be giyen of her health and ſtrength. Moreover, as her reſur- 
rection was performed before ſo few witneſſes, it was very 
proper to have ſome more near, cloſe witneſſes of her life 
and health; and ſuch the. ſervants and friends of the family 
would be, when they immediately ſaw her eat. 

The conſiderations whereby I would ſupport the common 
opinion, are theſe : 
fs Jairus's daughter was not dead, Matthew and Mark 
have given no inſtance of a reſurrection to life by our Saviour; 
which would be very ſtrange, ſince there were ſeveral, and 
they appear to know there were. Another conſequence is this: 
If it be ſuppoſed, that Jairus's daughter was not dead, *tis ime 
poſſible to prove to an infidel, that the other two perſons were 
dead. Her friends ſuppoſed her dead; Mat. ix. 24. When 
2 ſaid, the maid was not dead, they laughed him to ſcorn: 


Mark 
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Mark v. 40; and they laughed him to ſcorn: Luke viii. 533 
they laughed him to ſcorn, knowing ſhe was dead. We muſt 
take the caſes of thoſe Chriſt healed or raiſed as they are brought 
to him, or repreſented to him by thoſe who may be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed to know what their caſes are; or we overthrow all 
evidence, and weaken the credit, not of this only, but of all the 
other miracles of our Saviour. | 

II. Matthew and Mark thought ſhe was dead, and that this 
miracle was a reſurrection to life, or elſe they would have re- 
lated ſome other miracle of this ſort. 

III. All the three Evangeliſts repreſent her dead. Matt. ix. 
18. 24. Mark v. 35. 40. Luke viii. 49. 53. 

IV. The common paraphraſe of, the maid is not dend, &c.“ 
that is, ſhe is not finally dead, ſo dead as to be buried, but ſhall 
be raiſed, as out of a ſleep, is very agreeable to our Saviour's 
way of ſpeaking upon ſome other occaſions ; and is extremely 
ſuitable to ſilence thoſe weepers and lamenters to whom he 
fpoke. 

I intended to have concluded here; but, upon a review, I 
fear your Lordſhip may think I have not paid a ſufficient 
regard to the firſt circumſtance of the ſixth objection, viz. & that 
* our Saviour takes her by the hand, before he ſays, Ariſe / 
« which is not an action ſuited to raiſe one abſolutely un- 
« capable to help herſelf.” There is no more aſſiſtance given 
to.a lame man than to a dead man by taking him by the hand 
to enable him to wall: alone. No action or word is uſed in 
working a miracle, becauſe there is any virtue .in the word 
ſpoken, or the action uſed, of taking hold by the hand, or in 
any other action aſſignable. All the virtue is owing to the in- 
finite, almighty power of God alone, who graciouſly performs 
the work, when thoſe words are ſpoken, or thoſe actions are 
done by his ſervants, by his orders. 

Again, „That our Saviour takes her by the hand, before he 
fays, Ariſe]!“ Perhaps, the taking by the hand, and the word 
ariſe, were ſimultaneous, or the word ariſe was ſpoken imme- 
diately after Chriſt took her by the hand, as ſoon after as could = 
be. But I ſhall ſhew preſently (as I apprehend) the propriety 
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e the different method taken by Chriſt and Peter; though it 

is by no means neceſſary, that we ſhould be able to aſſign the 
preciſe propriety of every word or action recorded in the hiſ- 
tory of theſe matters. It ſeems to me, not becoming Peter to 
make uſe of any action, that looked like helping a man perfectly 
impotent (ſuch as taking him by the hand) before he firſt pro- 
nounced theſe, or the like words: In the name of Feſus Chriſt of 
Nazareth, ariſe and walk : but after that it was proper enough 
for him to uſe an action, which is a fort of token of kindneſs, 
and take him by the hand. 

When Peter raiſed Dorcas, he firſt went to prayer, and did 
not take her by the hand till after ſhe had opened her eyes, 
and fat up; that is, was perfectly reſtored to health and life by 
the Divine Being. It is too arrogant for an apoſtle, in the caſe 
eſpecially of a dead perſon, to uſe an action that has an appear- 
ance of giving help, before he has been at prayer, or made 
ſome other addreſs to God. But in our bleſſed Saviour it was 
highly proper and becoming, to take by the hand, in a kind 
and friendly manner, even a dead perſon, as if ſhe were alive, 
Though no one would reaſonably ſay there was any impropriety 
in Chriſt's ſaying Ariſe! to Jairus's daughter, before he took 
her by the hand, yet there does appear to me a peculiar pro- 
priety in our bleſſed Saviour's taking by the hand this dead 
young woman, before, or at the very inſtant, that he faid, 
Ariſe l 

I hope there is no reaſon for me to add a caution, that it 
ought not to be objected to me, that there was no ſuch action uſed. 
in the caſe of Lazarus, or the young man at Naim ; becauſe 
the circumſtances of theſe caſes are perfectly different. It would 
have been the higheſt impropriety for Chriſt to take Lazarus by 
the hand, whether he had himſelf gone into Lazarus's ſepul- 
chre, or Lazarus had been firſt brought up to him : it would 
alſo have been highly improper for our Saviour to have gone fo 
near the young man at Naim, as to be able to touch him. He 
did as much as was proper before he raiſed him, in ordering 
the bier to ſtop. But as the young woman was laid in her 
chamber, and. Jeſus was brought thither, near to her, his taking 

her 
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her by the hand is highly proper; it is one of the beauties and 
proprieties of our Lord's actions in this ſtory, which ought not 
to have been omitted, and with which I am now much de- 
lighted, and heartily thank your Lordſhip for helping me to it. 
It demonſtrates the plenitude of divine power, and divine good- 
neſs, that were and are in him. It is an affecting, endearing 
ſpecimen of the love and friendſhip of the Son of God, and in 
him of God himſelf, to poor mortal men. 

But whether I am in the right or not in thoſe thoughts juſt 
mentioned, with which I now pleaſe myſelf (but, however, do 
not think them of any great importance), I apprehend I may 
except againſt an interpretation of a ſingle phraſe or expreſſion, 
which is inconſiſtent with the reſt of the narration. And I 
own, that I think this way of interpreting ſcriptures, would 
lead us into innumerable miſtakes. I am, my Lord, 

| Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 
| N. LaRDNER, 
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LETTER ſent by Mr. LARDNER to Mr. La Rochx. 
SIR, 
HE exact care with which you read the books of the 
New Teſtament, appears not only in the judicious re- 


marks and obſervations, which I have received from you, but 


alſo in the difficulties which you ſometimes propoſe to me, As 
for the difficulty mentioned in your laſt, concerning the omiſ- 
fion of the hiſtory of our Saviour's aſcenſion, in the goſpels of 
St. Matthew and St. John, though related by St. Mark, xvi. 19, 
and St. Luke, xxiii. 51, I might ſay, in behalf of St. John, 
that he had read St. Mark's and St. Luke's goſpels: and that 
one main view he had in writing was, to put down thoſe things 
which the other Evangeliſts had not mentioned: but I do = 
inſi 
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inſiſt upon this. This omiſſion may be accounted for by other 
conſiderations, which will juſtify St. Matthew as well as him. 

« I. The deſign of all the Evangeliſts in their goſpels, was 
© to write ſuch a hiſtory of Jeſus, as would prove him to be 
e the Chriſt.” That this was their deſign appears from the 
goſpels themſelves. And St. Luke has expreſsly ſaid, that it 
was his, chap. xx. 31, Theſe things are written, that ye might 
believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, the Son of Gad, 

« II. That Jeſus is the Chriſt, is ſufficiently ſhewn by his 
<« miracles, the extraordinary appearances from heaven in his 
« favour during the courſe of his miniſtry, and by his reſurrec- 
< tion from the dead, recorded by all the Evangeliſts.” Out 
Saviour had himſelf put the truth of his miſſion upon his 
reſurrection, as a deciſive proof of his claim; Matt. xvi. 4, 
compared with Luke xi. 29, 30; John ii. 18—22, And St. 
Paul fays, Rom. i. 4, that Jeſus was declared to be the Son of Gd 
by the reſurrection from the dead. See alſo Acts xvii. 3. 

III. By our Saviour's reſurrection is always intended a 
< reſurreCtion to an endleſs life, without dying any more; and 
<« his aſcenſion to the Father follows thereupon :** unleſs this 
had been the caſe, his reſurrection, without any mention of his 
aſcenſion, could not have been made (as it often is) the prin- 
cipal article of the Chriſtian doctrine. To be a witneſs with us 


of his reſurrection. Acts i. 21,—With great power gave the apoſtles 


witneſs of the reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus. Chap. iv. 33.—if 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth, and believe in thine heart, that 
God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Rom. x. 9. 
See alſo Acts xxvi. 23. 2 Tim. ii. 8. | 
But I will detain you a little longer upon this head, to ſhew 
both theſe things particularly. | 
« J. By our Saviour's reſurrection is always intended a 
cc reſurreion to an endleſs life, without dying any more.” This 
is ſometimes expreſſed ; when not expreſſed, it is implied. 
I hom God has raiſed up (faith St. Peter), having looſed the pains 
of death, becauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden of it. 
Acts ii. 24.—St. Paul at Antioch, in Piſidia: And as concern- 
ing that he raiſed him from the dead, now no more to return to 
Vol. I. K corruption. 
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corruption. Acts xiii. 34. — Knowing that Chriſt, being raiſed from 
the dead, dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 
Rom. vi. 9. f 

When not expreſſed, it is implied. St. Peter, in his diſcourſes 
to Cornelius, makes no expreſs mention of Chriſt's aſcenſion, 
but preaches only his reſurrection, as a proof that he was made 
Lord of all. Acts x. 40, 42. And the ſame apoſtle ſaith, that 
God has begotten us again to à lively hope, by the reſurrection of 
Chriſt from the dead, c. 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. St. Paul often ar- 
gues in the ſame manner. At Athens he proves a ſuture judg- 
ment by Chriſt, from his reſurrection. Acts xvii. 31. And, 
Rom. xiv. 9. To this end Chriſt both died, and roſe, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the quick and dead, And 1 Cor. 
XV. 12. and 20. Once more, 2 Cor. iv. 14. 

1 might likewiſe ſhew this to be agreeable to the ſtyle of the 
Evangeliſts, in their goſpels. When our Lord, in St. Matt. 
xii. 40, publicly foretells his reſurrection, ſaying, As Fenas, &c. 
it is implied that he ſhould be no longer in the ſtate of the 
dead. This is implied alſo in what he ſaid to the diſciples, 
Matt. xxvi. 32. It would be tedious to refer you to all the 
paſſages to this purpoſe in our Saviour's laſt diſcourſes with 
his d:ſciples, recorded by St. John: 1 go to prepare a place for 
yon, John xiv. 2. Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. ver. 19. 

« II. Our Lord's aſcenſion to heaven was alſo ſuppoſed to 
« follow upon his reſurrection.“”“ This is evident from John 
XX. 17, When he ſays to Mary Magdalen, Touch me not ! for 
I am not yet aſcended to my Father, or, I do not immediately 
aſcend to my Father. It ſeems, ſhe ſuppoſed that being riſen, he 
would preſently aſcend to heaven: he therefore aſſures her, 
that there would be other opportunities for her to converſe with 
him, and to examine whether it was really he himſelf, or not; 
and for him to communicate to her, or others, what was necd- 
ful they ſhould be further informed of by him : But go to my 
brethren, and ſay unto them, that I aſcend to my Father, &c. ; 
which words ſhew, that, I am about to aſcend to God, or, I am 
riſen, are in a manner equivalent terms. This is alſo evident 
from Acts ii. 23—35, particularly ver, 32, 33. God's raiſing 
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him up, was an aſſurance that he was alſo exalted, or very ſoon 
to be exalted. | 

« III. There was no abſolute neceſſity, that the diſciples, or 
cc any other perſons, ſhould ſee Chriſt aſcend, or leave this 
cc earth.” For his exaltation to power was fully aſcertained to 
the diſciples by his reſurrection (of which they had diſtinct 
proof), and by the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them: to 
others, by the teſtimony of the'diſciples, concerning his reſurrec- 
_ tion; by the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt beſtowed upon them, and 
by the miracles they performed. 

« IV. But though there was no neceſlity of it, yet there 
© was great wiſdom and goodneſs in our Saviour's granting 
© the diſciples a ſight of his aſcenſion from this earth; as hinted 
by St. Mark and St. Luke in their goſpels, and ſomewhat 
more particularly related, Acts i. 9q—11 ;—becauſe it was of 
uſe to confirm them, and to encourage them in the difficult 
work they were ſoon to enter upon. It is alſo of uſe the more 
to ſatisfy us, and all in after times, of the truth of his reſur- 
reCtion, and exaltation, though there are other things ſufficient 
without it. | | 

Upon the whole, it ſeems to me, that the Evangeliſts have 
ated wiſely, and as the caſe required, in inſiſting chiefly on 
more important matters, than tne fight the diſciples had of 
Chriſt's aſcenſion from this earth. And the concluſion of St. 
Matthew's goſpel (to ſay nothing more of St. John's) after the 
evidences of our Saviour's reſurrection, is a very proper con- 
cluſion of a hiſtory of Jeſus, written to prove that he was the 
Chriſt. And Jeſus came, and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft : teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you : and lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. 

I am, 
Your's, &c. 
N. LARDNER. 
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LzTTER from Dr. Mok Ax to Mr. LaRDNER, with his 
ANSWER, 
Reverend Sir, | 
HAVE lately read your Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory 

with a great deal of pleaſure, and profit: I obſerve in it a 
ſpirit of candour and impartiality, not very common in works 
of this kind; and I think you have deſerved very well of the 
learned world, by removing ſeveral conſiderable difficulties, 
which might ſeem to affect the evangelical hiſtory. It is a 
great unhappineſs to your friends in general, and to me as much 
as any man, that by the nature of your diſorder, we are de- 
prived of the advantages we might otherwiſe reap from your 
converſation. 

From what I had heard of your work, and of your known 
character, I had a curioſity to fee what you had offered towards 
removing the difficulties concerning the hiſtorical and chrono- 
logical account of Chriſt's birth and baptiſm, as related by the 
two Evangeliſts Matthew and Luke, or rather of St. Luke 
himſelf; for, as the matter now ſtands, the whole difficulty reſts 
upon him, who places the birth of our Saviour in the days of 
Herod the Great, and at the time of the firſt taxation of the 
whole country of Judea by Cyrenius, and this by a decree iſ- 
ſued out under the ſole authority of Auguſtus, without the leaſt 
mention of Herod's name ; and with this farther chronological 
character, that Jeſus was full thirty in the fifteenth of Tiberius. 
I muſt own that this has always appeared an unſurmountable 
difficulty to me, and that I am not yet able to get rid of it, after 
a careful conſideration of all that you have obſerved and offered 
concerning it. | 

That any taxation, enrolment, or cenſus ſhould be laid upon 
the whole country by the ſole authority of Auguſtus, while 
Herod was ſtill king of Judea, and in high favour with the 
emperor, ſeems to me incredible; and I think no ſuch inſtance 

9 can 
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can be given, or any thing parallel to it, with reſpect to any 
country where the Romans owned a king. 

The thing here ſpeaks itſelf, and no man could doubt of it 
if he had not ſome prejudice or prepoſſeſſion to the contrary. 
But our chronologers, in this point, have been forced to offer 
violence to Joſephus, and to give up all his hiſtorical and chro- 
nological characters relating to the death of Herod the Great, 
and the nativity of Chriſt, though they are infinitely fond, at the 
ſame time, of maintaining the authority of Joſephus in moſt 
other caſes. . 

But what I lay the main ſtreſs on here is, the authority of 
Euſebius, towards the middle of the fourth century; who main- 
tains that the taxation recorded by Luke, was the very fame 
which was laid by Auguſtus upon the whole country of Judea 
after the baniſhment of Archelaus. And this is a deciſive point, 
and even a demonſtration with me, ſo far as hiſtory can be re- 
duced to any thing of certainty, that Luke, Joſephus, and Eu- 
ſebius were in the right; and that there was no goſpel extant 
in the time of Euſebius, and owned as authentic by the Ca- 
tholics, which placed the birth of our Saviour in the days of 
Herod, For it is not to be imagined that Euſebius ſhould 
contradict the genuine, authentic, and recognized goſpels of 
his own times, or that he ſhould make the Roman cenſus laid 
upon Judea, as mentioned by Joſephus and Luke, to have been 
the ſame, if this had been repugnant to the ſcriptures of that 
age. ä 

The firſt chapter of Luke, from verſe 4 to the end, is 
plainly a parentheſis, as it interrupts the courſe of the ſtory in 
order of time, and beſides, contains, as I think, ſeveral plain marks 
of ignorance, ſuperſtition, and forgery : for this parentheſis 
ſeems to have been taken from the pſeudo Matthew, with ſome 
farther additions and improvements, which made the matter 
look ſtill worſe, 

In Luke 1. ver. 28—33, the angel Gabriel is introduced as 
appearing to the Virgin Mary, to aflure her, by a revelation 
from God, that ſhe ſhould conceive, without the knowledge of 
man, in a miraculous way; and that the child born of her, 
k 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be that great Prince or temporal Deliverer who had been 
foretold by the prophets. Fe ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the 
Son of the Moſt High and the Lord God ſhall give unto him the 
throne of fs father David. And he ſhall reign over the houſe of 
Jaceb for ever; and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end, ver. 
32, 33. | 

This, one would think, ſhould have been a ſufficient de- 


claration from God, to put Joſeph and Mary out of doubt, 


that the child was to reſtore the kingdom ta Iſrael, and ſettle 
an everlaſting dominion in the houſe of David, as God had de- 
clared by the mouths of all the prophets ; and as the whole na- 
tion had ever underſtood them, and founded their expectations 
upon them. And yet, afterwards, when Zacharias the father 
of John, Simeon, and Anna the propheteſs, came to propheſy 


the ſame thing, Mary was very much aftonifned, ſhe kept 


all theſe ſayings, and pondered them in her heart, but knew 
not what it would come to, or what ſuch predictions ſhould 
mean, though ſhe had been let into the ſecret by a revelation 
from God before-her conception. Matthew mentions nothing 


of this revelation from God to Mary by the angel, but places 


the whole credit of the ſtory upon Joſeph's dream, that which 


his ſpouſe had declared to him, or ſhould have declared, wag 


true. 

There is another remarkable difference between the pſeudo 
Matthew, and Luke's annotator, which ſeems to diſcredit the 
whole ſtory of Chriſt's being born under Herod, Matthew 
tells us, that ſoon after the nativity of our Saviour, Joſeph, be- 
ing warned of God in a dream, took the young child and his 
mother, and fled into Egypt tiil the death of Herod. But his 
emendator in Luke aſtures us, that after the parents had been 
at Jeruſalem, and performed the ceremony of purification in 
the temple, they returned again to Galilee to their own city Na- 
zareth, Luke, chap. ii. 39, without the leaſt mention of Herod, 
or any apprehenſions they were under from him. 

The genealogy of Chriſt in Matthew and Luke, ſuppoſes 


. plainly that he had ſome natural deſcent, and that he was, as 


St. Paul affirms, according to the fleſh, of the ſeed of Abraham, 
| and 
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and deſcended from the fathers of the Jewiſh nation. But the 
ſtory of our pſeudo Matthew cannot poſſibly be reconciled 
with this. 

Our modern chronologers, in attempting to juſtify this piece 
of falſe hiſtory, have been obliged to offer violence to Joſephus, 
and give up all his hiſtorical and chronological characters with re- 
ſpect to the reign and death of Herod. And had it not been 
for ſuch a prejudice; they could have found no difficulty at all 
in Joſephus, as to this matter. That he was made or declared 
king of Judea in the 5th Julian year, or in the year of the 
Julian period 4673, and that he died in the 42d Julian year, 
or the year of the Julian period 4710, would have been thought 
very plain from Joſephus, had there been nothing elſe in the 
caſe. In the Julian year 42, March 13, about three in the 
morning, there happened a great and remarkable eclipſe of the 
moon, which is mentioned by Joſephus as falling out a little 
before the paſcha, when Herod's life was deſpaired of; and he 
died that year before the feaſt. This eclipſe happened on the 
full moon before the paſcha ; and beſides this, there is no other 
eclipſe of the moon which can ſtand in competition with it, 
within the time that Herod's death may be diſputed ; I mean no 
eclipſe viſible in Judea, or within the obſervation of that coun- 
try. ö 
Von may here obſerve, that this ſuppoſed revelation from 
God to Mary by the angel Gabriel, was the declaration of a 
thing falſe in fact, though ſuch hope or expectation had been 
deeply rooted and confirmed in the whole Jewiſh nation for 
near one thouſand years, or from the time of the revolt of the 
ten tribes. For after this, all their prophets had promiſed and 


foretold the reſtoration of the kingdom to the houſe of David, 
and the perpetual duration of it in that family after ſuch a re- 


ſtoration. h | 
But Chriſt himſelf always diſclaimed this Mefliabſhip, and 
declined all the overtures made to him about it; and he would 
not be received and owned as that branch from the root of 
Fe, who was to reſtore the nation to their ancient liber- 
| k 4 ties 
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ties and independency, as had been declared to them from the 
mouths of all the prophets. 

When our Saviour came upon his trial before Pilate, he re- 
nounced this Jewiſh character of the Meſſias, and declared 
that he had never ſet up any ſuch pretenſions, that he had made 
no ſuch claim among the Jews, and that though this was what 
they charged him with, and he muſt die for it, yet they could 
bring no proof of it. 

But ſurely, had the revelation of the angel to Mary, and the 
prophecies of Zacharias, Simeon, and Anna, been now pro- 
duced and proved, the evidence muſt have been very ſtrong 


againſt him, and he had been juſtly put to death as an impoſtor 
and falſe prophet. 


I know not what you may think of me, Sir, for the freedom 
of theſe obſervations ; but I can aſſure you, that I am not at 
all intereſted in the matter, and therefore ſhould not be ſorry if 
the quite contrary ſhould happen to be true. 

You may keep this correſpondence as deep a ſecret as you 
pleaſe, for I ſhall diſcover the ſubject of it to nobody without 
your leave, 

I thought I could not talk to any man of greater impartiality 
and integrity, or who might be more likely to remove my 
ſcruples ; 3 and therefore I ſhall beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
| S I R, 

Your moſt ſincere Bend 
5 | and humble ſervant, 
May 10, 1935. T. Moxcax. 


Mr. LARDNER anſwered : 


Hoxton Square, June 17, 1735. 


SIR), 

I AM honoured with your letter of the 1oth of May. It 
is a great ſatisfaction to me, that the Credibility, &c. has been 
ſo far approved by a perſon of your learning and acuteneſs. 1 
know, that I did not willingly diſſemble, or leſſen any objec- 
tions againſt the Evangelical "REY ; and was in hopes, I had 
removed 
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removed them to the ſatisfaction of the attentive and candid, 
who will make but juſt allowances for the loſs of ancient 
writings. | 


I ſhall offer a few things in anſwer to your letter, with | 


a deſign of giving farther * or receiving farther light 
myſelf. 

You ſay, © that any taxation, enrolment, or cenſus, ſhould 
<« be laid upon the whole country by the ſole authority of 
© Auguſtus, while Herod was king of Judea, and in high 
« favour with the emperor, ſeems incredible.” I apprehend 
that this ought not be thought incredible, conſidering the few 
remaining accounts of the treatment of dependent princes, or 
provinces, You indeed put it, “ in high favour;” but I have 
plainly ſhewn, that Herod was for ſome time under the 
diſpleaſure . of Auguſtus. And it is evident from Joſephus 
himſelf, that there was an oath exacted, and an enrolment made, 
at the latter end of the reign of Herod ; an aftair that anſwers 
very well to that mentioned by St. Luke. 

But you ſay, the “ main thing is the authority of Euſebius. 25 
This ought not to be ſo. For it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that Euſebius was fully maſter of the ſtate of every province of 
the Roman empire, almoſt three hundred years before his own 
birth, ſcarce of any one. A learned Engliſhman might be 
miſtaken about the time of ſome governor of Jamaica, or 
even of Ireland, who had lived two or three hundred years ago. 
And it is likewiſe poſſible, that Euſebius, though honeſt in the 
main, might have ſome partiality for the Evangelical hiſtory, 
Therefore he applied that paſſage, which relates to the taxation 
after the removal of Archelaus, to the enrolment in St. Luke 
that is, he was willing to have St, Luke's hiſtory confirmed by 
a paſſage of Joſephus, which makes expreſs mention of Cyre- 
nius: and therefore he took that, relating to Archelaus, or the 
time after his removal; but very injudiciouſly, to ſay nothing 
worſe. For Euſebius, in that very chapter, places the birth of 
Chriſt in the 28th year of Auguſtus, after the conqueſt of 
Egypt, and the death of Antony. And according to all our 
Goſpels, Jeſus muſt haye been born in the time of Herod, or 

at 
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at leaſt before the removal of Archelaus ; how otherwiſe could 
he have been crucified under Pontius Pilate, after a miniſtry of 
ſome years, which. miniſtry could not begin till he was thirty 
years compleat, or in his thirtieth year ? 

Vou think it incredible, that there ſhould be a taxing in all 
Judea, in the time of Herod the Great. But how ſhould there 
be ſuch a one afterwards? when the land of Iſrael was divided, 
part made a province, part remaining under the government of 
Herod the tetrarch, and his brother Philip. And if the taxa- 
tion, after the removal of Archelaus, affected the territories of 
Herod the tetrarch, you allow taxations of dependent princes. 
But indeed that cenſus made by Cyrenius after the removal of 
Archelaus, was not univerſal (for all the land of Iſrael), 
nor would it have brought Joſeph and Mary from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. 

I ſee no good reaſon to call all the latter part of the firſt 
chapter of Luke a parentheſis : .it is a part of his hiſtory, and is 
quoted by Juſtin Martyr, and other writers of the ſecond cen- 
tury. Mary might keep ſome things and ponder them, and be 
ſurpriſed, though ſhe had before had general intimations of 
them, Luke 1i. 19, is one of theſe places, where ſhe is faid 
to ponder, and with good reaſon. The ſong of the angels, which 
breathes nothing but peace and good-will, the mean circum- 
ſtances of herſelf and her fon at that time, might well lead her 
to ſerious meditation. Again, ver. 33, Joſeph and Mary had 
reaſon to marvel, when Simeon ſpoke of the nature and extent 
of this benefit, and went on alſo to hint the diſgraces and ſuffer- 
ings of Jeſus. Nor are theſe things contrary to thoſe related 
in the firſt chapter, but only ſome farther explications of things 
there ſpoken by the ſame ſpirit, for the inſtruction of Joſeph 
and Mary, and the forming them to a becoming temper and 
conduct. For, chap. i. ver. 75, the deſign of this bleſſing now 
vouchſafed, is faid to be, that we might ſerve God in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs. | 

In all the Goſpels Jeſus is the king of Iſrael, and the ſon of 
David. He no where diſclaims theſe characters, though he 
was not ſuch a prince as ſome fondly expected and imagined, 
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and others maliciouſly charged him to be. Matt. xxi. 15. 
There were many at the temple, who ſaid Hoſanna to the Son 
of David; whom he juſtifies, though the Phariſees were dif. 
pleaſed, Mat. xxii. 42. c. he ſpeaks of the Meſſiah as 
David's Son and Lord, ſo as to cn thoſe characters to 
himſelf. 

Though Luke ſays nothing of the journey into Egypt, it 
may have been performed according to the account in Matthew. 
The words of Luke amount to no more than an omiſſion of 
that affair, without denying it to have been done. Such 
omiſions are common in the Evangeliſts. Don't you, Sir, 
plainly perceive many things related in St. John's Goſpel, 
between the baptiſm of Jeſus, and the time when the other 
Evangeliſts begin their hiſtory of our Lord's public mi- 
niſtry? 

In my appendix it is largely ſhewn that Herod died in the 
Julian year 42, or 43: I have not determined which; though 
I ſuppoſe the arguments there propoſed, appear ſtrongeſt for 
the year 42, But the matter is of no great conſequence, which 
of thoſe two years be right. 

St. Luke's words concerning Cyrenius, ought, by no means, 
to incline us to think, that he meant the cenſus made in Judea 
after the removal of Archelaus, but rather the contrary, Theſe 
words are a parentheſis, and you know, Sir, that they admit of 
various ſenſes, Whatever is the ſenſe of that parentheſis, 
it is probable that the deſign of it is, to diſtinguiſh the 
enrolment there mentioned, from that made after the removal 
of Archelaus. | 

Theſe things I ſubmit to your conſideration. I enlarge 
no farther upon them to a perſon of your learning: 5 and Judg- 
ment. I am, 

$1-R; 
Your humble Servant, 
N. LARDNER, 
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APPENDIX, N' v. 


REMAREs upon ſome DIFFICULTIES concerning the CHRIS 
'TIAN DOCTRINE. 


S to the excellence and uſefulneſs of the rules of Chriſtia- 
nity, ſeveral ſtrong objections have been made. The 
ſubſtance of them is as followeth. 

O. In the Goſpel there are many excellent precepts ; but 
fince they are the effect of heavenly inſpiration, ſhould not they 
have been rather ſupported with ſhort and clear reaſons, than 
delivered in the way of authority. x 

Anſ. T. It cannot be improper for a perſon who has a heavenly 
inſpiration, or divine commiſſion, to ſpeak ſometimes, or even 
often, in the way of authority. 

II. When our Saviour delivers precepts in the way of 
authority, the fitneſs of ſo doing may be perceived. Particu- 
larly, this is obſervable in the 5th chapter of St. Matthew's 
Goſpel, where he repreſents the deſign of his commiſſion, and 
the nature of his doctrine. The Jews expected not a reforma- 
tion under the Meſſiah, but great earthly advantages and great 
ſenſual indulgences. He therefore ſays, Matt. v. 17, Think 
not, that I am come to deſtroy the law or the prophets, 1 
am not come to defiroy, but to fulfil, The delign of my 
commiſſion is not to abrogate or weaken, but rather to con- 
firm, ſtrengthen, and enlarge the moral precepts and obligations 
contained in, or taught by the law and the prophets, Then, at 
ver. 21, Ye have heard that it has been ſaid by them of old 
time, (it ſhould be rendered to the ancients, iji0n roi; &exdo:;) 
Thou ſhalt not kill, This is the ſixth commandment, deli- 
vered by divine authority in the law of Moſes, forbidding in ex- 


| preſs words actual murder only. And it is likely, that many 


of the Phariſees taught, that forbearing the ſin expreſsly for- 
bidden in the law was ſufficient, When, therefore, Chrift 
taught the reſtraint or moderation of anger, as a neceſſary duty, 
and as a compleating, fulfilling, or enlarging that law; was it 
not fit to ſpeak in the way of authority? as a divine teacher, 
furniſhed with a commiſſion from heayen, as he does ver, 22 ; 
But I ſay unto you, wheſoever is angry with his brother without a 


cauſe, 
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cauſe, and what follows, This obſervation ought to be applied 
to the other precept of the law of Moſes, afterwards inſiſted on, 
and ina like manner fulfilled by our Saviour, 

III. The laws or precepts of Chriſt being in themſelves al 
reaſonable, need not to be demonſtrated. When once they 
are propoſed with authority, the mind aſſents to them imme- 
diately; they having an internal and manifeſt reaſonableneſs 
and equity. Is not this evident in that rule, Matt. vi. 12, 
I hatfoever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo to 


them? The reaſonableneſs of all Chriſt's other precepts is alike 


evident. 

IV. Nevertheleſs Chriſt does reaſon ſometimes, and gives 
ſuch ſhort and clear reaſons as the objecter requires. He heaps 
up reaſons in a conciſe manner againſt ſolicitude or anxiety, 
Matt. vi. 25-34 ; and, Luke xii. 15, he forbids coyetouſneſs in 
theſe words; Take heed, and beware of covetouſneſs: and then 
adds that excellent reaſon, For a man's life conſiſteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he poſſeſſeth : and proceeds likewiſe 
to confirm and illuſtrate his doctrine by a parable. And in a 
like manner often. Thus when, Matt. v. 33, he improves or 
fulfils the precept or prohibition of the law, which ſays, Thou 
ſhalt not forfwear thyſelf, and forbids ſwearing at all, that is 
in common converſation, he argues, and by reaſons ſhews, 
the folly and wickedneſs of thoſe mincing oaths which were 
uſed by the Jews, who ſcrupled uſing the name of God ex- 
preſsly. ver 33—37. Ver. 34. But I ſay unto you, Swear not at 
all, neither by heaven, FOR it is God's throne, nor by the earth, 
FOR it is his foot-ſlool; and what follows: giving a reaſon 
againſt every one of thoſe oaths, and ſhewing that they were 
each one of them equivalent to ſwearing by the name of God: 
and then, laſtly, ſhews the wickedneſs of all common ſwearing 
in ordinary converſation, ver. 37, But let: your communication 
be yea, yea; nay, nay: FOR whatſoever is more than theſe cometh 
of evil. This is the deſign of all the context. 

Ohj. It is farther urged, that many things are forbidden in 
the moſt ſtrict and ſevere manner, which are innocent, in- 


different, or however not directly criminal. Thus, calling 
Fool, 
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Fool, and Raca, are offences againſt which the judgment of 
hell-fire are denounced. Looking on a woman and luſting after 
her are equally culpable with commiting adultery. Is the 
vericteal act more criminal than any other? is it not equally 
natural and neceflary? Can we forbear liking an — 
object? 

Ai ſ. In the particulars firſt mentioned, Chriſt only forbids 
that anger, which is really evil and unreaſonable z and thoſe in- 
jurious and contemptuous expreiJions or names, which are 
really improper and unbecoming, and which we ought not to give 
each other at all, or not without very good and ſufficient reaſon. 
And then theſe, or ſomewhat like them, may be uſed without 
contracting guilt. So St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. xv: 36, T hou fool - 
and Chriſt fays, Luke xiii. 32, Tell that fox. However, it may 


be obſerved, that the two words forbid by Chriſt, are reckoned 


by commentators to be expreſſive of the utmoſt contempt; and 
therefore are not to be indulged by us. 

As to what concerns the thing next mentioned, the objector 
proceeds toofaſt, The original word uſed by Chriſt for wou Ax, 
and the context, and every expreſſion there made uſe of, news 
that our Lord is ſpeaking of a married woman; -and the 
obvious literal ſenſe of the words is this: «© That whoſoever 
« caſts an eye upon a married woman, ſo as to deſireꝰ to have 


venereal commerce with her, © has committed adultery with 


c her already in his heart.” And is not this ſelf-evident ? 
Have not all mankind, that have been civilized, eſteemed adul- 
tery a fin, or injurious? and if any action be criminal, the in- 
tention to do it 1s alſo crimina]; and men who indulge criminal 
deſigns and intentions, muſt be guilty in the ſight of God; for 
God, who is the governor of the world, and particularly of ra- 
tional and intelligent agents, is judge of thoughts as well as 
actions. Civil magiſtrates can judge only of words and 
actions; but God can and does judge thoughts. All theſe 
things are evident beyond diſpute; And no wiſe and good man, 
but, when he knows a woman is married, caſts off his eye from 
her, or ſuffers not concupiſcence to ariſe, and if it does, checks 


and condemns it: and every man ought to do fo, 


Oi. 
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O. How impraQticable and intolerable are ſome. other pre- 
cepts? ſuch as theſe, J/hoſoever ſhall ſmite the on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other alſo. ¶ any man take away thy coat, 
let him have thy cloak alſo. 

Anſ. I. Theſe precepts relate to ſmall matters. 

II. They are hyperbolical and proverbial expreſſions, and not 
to be explained or underſtood literally. That they are ſo, is evi- 
dent. Tis ſaid, John xvili. 22, And when he had thus ſpoken, one 
of the officers which ſtood by, ſtrucit Feſus with the palm of his hand, 
But our Lord does not offer himſelf to receive another blow. 
On the contrary, he remonſtrates againſt the injury done him z 
ver. 23, Jeſus anſwered him, If I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs 
ef the evil; but if well, why ſmiteſt thou me? And St. Paul 
directs, 2 Theſſ. iii. 10, We command you, that if any would not 
work, neither ſhould he eat: which ſufficiently ſhews, that 
Chriſtians need not be impoſed upon, though Chriſt has ſaid, 
Give to every one that aſketh thee; and St. Paul has earneſt- 
ly taught diligence in the two epiſtles to the Theſſalonians, 
as well as in other places, 


OH. And are we not forbidden to take thought for the 
morrow ? 

Anſ. The precept is, Mn wegywl:;3 be not anxious or ſolici- 
tous; or, be not anxiouſly thoughtful, or careful ;—which is a 
reaſonable precept. 

Obj. In order to perſuade to an unreſiſting ſubmiſſion and 
ſubjection to governments of the moſt cruel and abſolute _ 
kind, is not the doctrine of the New Teſtament urges and 
pleaded ? 

Anſ. St. Paul's directions, Rom. xiii, and St. Peter? s, Iſt ep. 
ii. 13, are very reaſonable. There were ſome Jews at that 
time, whom Chriſtians were in danger of following, who re- 
fuſed obedience to heathen magiſtrates, eſpecially to their in- 
ferior governors and officers. The Apoſtles therefore charge 
their converts to be obedient to magiſtrates of every,rank. 
And, as magiſtracy is neceſſary, and very uſeful, obedience 
thereto is very reaſonable, and ſubmiſſion muſt be earneſtly re- 
commended, The Ar inſtructions upon this head 


afford 
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afford no ſupport to arguments for unreſiſting ſubmiſſion to 
cruel and abſolute governments, for their exhortations are 
founded in the benefit of government. St. Paul ſays, Let every 
foul be ſubject to the higher powers—for rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil—for he is the miniſter of God to thee 
for good—for he is the miniſter of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doth evil, St, Peter: Submit yourſelves to 
tvery ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake; whether it be to the 
ting, as ſupreme ; or unto governors, as unto them that dre ſent by 
bim, for the puniſhment of evil-deers, and the praiſe of them that 
da well, And it appears from the hiſtory in the New Teſta- 
ment, that the Chriſtians had a benefit from the Roman ma- 
giſtracy at that time; otherwiſe they would have been deſtroyed 
by the rudeneſs of the common people, and the Jewiſh malice. 
But yet, that ſome Chriſtians were in danger of pernicious 
| notions of liberty, like the Jews of that time, is evident from 
what follows in the fore-cited context of St. Peter: As free, and 
not uſing your liberty ſor a cloak of maliciouſneſs. ver. 16.—St. Paul 
writes, 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2, that prayers ſhould be made for kings, 
and for all that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable hfe in all godlineſs and honeſty ; or that we may, with- 
out diſturbance, profeſs the principles of true religion, and 
practiſe the ſeveral branches of piety and virtue. And certainly, 
if Chriſtians deſire peace and tranquillity, and the protection of 
magiſtrates, they ought to be peaceable, and behave as good 
ſubjects. Nor has the Chriſtian religion been prejudicial to 
Civil liberty. Look abroad in the world: Have the people 
more rights and privileges in Mahometan and heathen govern- 
ments and conſtitutions than in Chriſtian ? 

Obj. Hath Chriſtianity had a more real and extenſive in- 
Auence than philoſophy? The beſt precepts cannot command 
attention and regard, A plain uſeful rule is wanted, that may 
be ſuited to the multitude, 

Anſ. I. Since the publication of the Chriſtian religion, all 
immoralities have appeared more glaring and odious than in 
former times, which occaſions complaints of miſconduct and 
miſcarriages, 
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miſcatriages, that gave none, or little offence among Heathen 
people, though they were very common. 

II. Men are always apt to complain of their own times, 
and make unfair compariſons between the ancient and 
preſent or later times. They take the bright ſide of the 
former, and the dark ſide of the later, and ſo compare them 
together. | | 

III. Chriſtianity has had a real and extenſive influence (far 
beyond philoſophy) for reforming the manners and promoting 
the happineſs of mankind, What miſeries did the people ſuffer 
in the Roman republic ! How terrible were their triumvirates 
and their proſcriptions, and ſome other things at times, in an 
age as philoſophical and polite as any before it ! How barba- 
Tous and ſhameful the Roman diverſions in the amphitheatre ! 
"Tis to Chriſtianity, which has abolithed ancient Heatheniſm, 
that Mahometans owe their better ſentiments. Chriſtianity 
has aboliſhed human ſacrifices, and obliged parents to bring up 
their children, which were formerly expoſed in Greece and 
Rome without mercy, and are ſo ſtill in Heathen countries. In 
the city of Pekin, ſeveral thouſand infants periſh this way 
annually. There is no ſuch thing among Chriſtians, If that 
number periſh in one city, how many through all the Chineſe 
empire, and this number counting on from year to year! 
Chriſtianity took with the common people, or the multitude, in 
the firſt and purer ages, and in a ſhort time, without the aid of 
civil power, made a progreſs, gained ground againſt ſuperſtition, 
which philoſophy did not; had advantages of ſuperſtition, which 
philoſophy never had. 

I have anſwered particular objections, I hope to ſatisfac- 
tion. I deſire leave to add ſome general obſervations. 

O5/. I. It cannot be thought ſtrange, that true religion, or 
a teacher of true religion, ſhould recommend great meekneſs, 
forbearance, and a contempt of riches and honours. Many 
wiſe men and philoſophers have ſeen, that there is neceſſity 
that good men bear and forbear ; and they have ſaid great and 
fine things of the vanity of riches and honours, and ſuch like 
"Yor. I. ] advantages. 


cxlvi APPENDIX, N*V, TO THE 


advantages. Indeed all earthly things deſerve little 3 
conſidering their uncertainty, and the ſhortneſs of human life. 

II. Chriſtianity is reaſonable throughout, or, to uſe a modern 
phraſe, it is a republication of the law of nature, with the two 
poſitive appointments of Baptiſm and the Lord's- ſupper or the 
Euchariſt. Therefore all its precepts are to be taken; in a 
reaſonable ſenſe. You are required to ſhew no more meeknefs 
than is fit and reaſonable in this world of ours; you may defend 
yourſelves, reſiſt, remonſtrate againſt all injuries, when you 
have any proſpect of advantage ; you may go to law, if the 
thing you contend for be worth it, and you have a proſpect of 
ſucceſs, But to reſiſt, when you are in danger of periſhing in 
the attempt; to go to law, when the thing deſired will not repay 
the loſs of time, if gained that way; or to appeal to judges, 
when they are ignorant, or partial and corrupt, what avails it ? 
even though we have right, and the thing controverted be of 
ſome importance. The diſciples were obliged to the greateſt 
exactneſs of behaviour, and to as much generoſity and ſelf-denial 
as any men: yet our Lord teaches them to be wile as ſerpents, 
as well as harmleſs as doves. St. Paul inſiſted on his privi- 
lege of a Roman citizen, as often as it would be of any ſervice. 
He humbled the magiſtrates of Philippi, and defended himſelf 
againſt the Jews to the utmoſt. In ſhort, the Chriſtian precepts 
ought to be underſtood, as they are defined to be exactly ſuitable 
to men in the preſent ſtate of things. 

III. Though the goſpel be allowed to be only a republi- 
cation» of the law of nature, it is of great advantage, be- 
cauſe men, through indolence, love of pleaſure, or ſome other 
means, did not trace out the great truths of religion, or the obli- 
gations of virtue, by the exerciſe of reaſon; and they need- 
ed to be awakencd and excited to the practice of what they did 
know. 

IV. True religion could not be diſcovered or recommended 
to men in a wiſer and more effectual manner, than it is, or has 
been, in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: or, there are the greateſt 
advantages attending the method in which true religion has 
been taught by Jeſus Chriſt, To have publiſhed the precepts 

of 
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of religion and virtue in a plain and clear manner, ſuppoſe, and 
with ſome few plain and clear reaſons, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner conceivable, as the ten commandments at Mount Sinai; 
together with plain and expreſs promiſes of future happineſs ; 
would not have been ſo effectual as the Goſpel method. And 
all the truths of religion, and precepts of happineſs and virtue, 
are better recommended and enforced by the example of 
Chriſt's life, the patience, meekneſs, and fortitude of his death, 
and divine teſtimony to the truth, and his after reſurrection, 
than by the fore-mentioned method, or any other I can think 
of, However, to this Goſpel method belongs (beſides what 
has been already mentioned) alſo the example of Chriſt's 
Apoſtles. 

V. It was therefore fit, that the publiſher, or republiſher, of 
true religion, with a commiſſion from Heaven, ſhould publiſh it 
in ſome particular country, and, as a public preacher, be liable 
to contradictions, oppoſition, and all kinds of ſufferings, which 
paſſionate and prejudiced men might be diſpoſed to bring upon 
him; and no place or time could be more fit than the land of 
Tudea, and the time when Jeſus appeared. . 

VI. It follows, that in order to underſtand true religion as 
publiſhed in the Goſpels, or the New "Teſtament, men ſhould 
exerciſe their reaſon, and ſtudy the language, dialect, and 
cuſtoms of the times when Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached, of 
which times every one ſees plain indications in the New Teſta- 
ment itſelf, Therefore Chriſtian clergy, and people, ſhould en- 
deavour to be as knowing as they can. 

VII. I ſhall add but one thing more to the hain of the 
Chriſtian religion; that it is no enemy to learning, or any 


branch of ſcience, that I know of. All religion ſuppoſes men 


rational: the Chriſtian religion was publiſhed in a learned and a 
polite age. St. Paul often recommends to Chriſtians to have 
the underſtanding of men ; he prays to God for them, that they 
may increaſe in knowledge. Every branch of learning has 
flouriſhed among Chriſtians, More of them, I believe, have 
underſtood a variety of languages, than any had done before. 


Natural philoſophy has been cultivated by them, In the early 
1.4 age 
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age of Chriſtianity, there were ſuch men as Clement of Alex- 
andria, Pantaenus; Julius Africanus, Origen, with other 
learned men, in the third century; Euſebius of Ceſarea, and 
Jerom, in the fourth ; men acquainted with hiſtory, chrono- 
logy, criticiſm, never ſince ſuch in ſpirit; not to mention the 
many learned men of the later ages, until the revival of 
learning in Chriſtendom, about the time of the Reforma- 
tion *. 


„ 
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CHARACTER of the Rev. Mr. RICHARD LARDNER. 


HE Rev. Mr. Richard Lardner was born at Portſ- 
mouth, May 28, 1653, and educated for the miniſtry, 
by the Rev. Mr. Charles Morton, of Newington-Green. 
He entered upon his work in the year 1673, when he could 
have no other worldly proſpect, but bonds, impriſonment, and 
the loſs of all things, and which he was content to undergo, and 
accordingly had a large ſhare in the ſufferings of thoſe times for 
conſcientious nonconformity. 

Having had early impreſſions of religion on his ſpirit, he 
Joined in communion with the church, under the paſtoral care 
of the Reverend and learned Dr. Owen, whom he always 
mentioned with the profoundeſt reſpect and veneration to his 
death. 

His firſt ſettlement was at Deal in Kent; but after ſome 
years he removed to London, and ſome other places; in all 
which he was greatly beloved, and, as we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, had many ſeals to his miniſtry, being- made very uſeful for 


the converſion of ſome, and the edification of others, in the 
faith of the Goſpel, 


He 
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He was a little man, but a bold and undaunted ſoldier of 
Jefus Chriſt, being afraid of no dangers or difficulties in his 
maſter's work. 

His manner of preaching was lively, maſculine, awakening 
like a ſon of thunder, and generally acceptable to the more 
ſerious part of his hearers, many of whom, and ſome yet alive, 
have dated their firſt * of religion from his mi- 
niſtry. 
| It pleaſed God to continue him a great many years in his 
ſervice, till he might be juſtly eſteemed the father of all the 
nonconformiſt miniſters in England. He was a preacher of the 
Goſpel for near ſixty years, in all which time he was not 
only frequent, but fervent and unwearied in his work, till 
the providence of God, by a paralytic diſorder, put an end 
to his labours in the eightieth year of his age, but not to his 
life. 

He was a cloſe walker with God, throughout the whole courſe 
of his long life, and always deſirous to be uſeful. When it 
pleaſed God to raiſe him a family, he was particularly careful, 
not only for the temporal, but ſpiritual welfare of his children, 
endeavouring to ſecure and promote it by frequent inſtruc- 
tions, and importunate prayers to God for them; in all 
which we hope his labour was not in vain with regard to any 
of them. | 

In the laſt ſeven years of his life, he had the pleaſure of 
. obſerving the goodneſs of God in the growing hopes of his 
poſterity, enjoying much peace and compoſure, while he en- 
dured the conſequences of his late diſorder with an uncommon 
patience and firmneſs of mind; till at length, it pleaſed God to 
releaſe him from the infirmities of his preſent life, to a better, 
January 17, 1740; in the 87th year of his age. So that it may 
be faid, in him have been fulfilled thoſe words in the book of 
Job, chap. v. 26, Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a Full age, like 
as a ſhock of corn cometh in his of 8. 
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LETTER from Dr. SECKER, then Biſhop of Oxford, to 
Dr. LARDNER; with the Doctor's ANSWER. 


St. James's Weltminſter, December 6, 17 50. 
SIR, 


F I had not of late been more engaged in buſineſs than ordina- 

ry, I ſhould have returned you my thanks before now, for the 
kind and very acceptable preſent of your eighth volume. I have 
only been able, as yet, to take a curſory view of ſome parts of it: 
in doing which, I have been much pleaſed with your inſertion of 
that long citation, page 83, &c. with your diviſion of the ſorts 
of books, page 108, &c. and with your excellent reaſonings, 
page 124—137. As to the points, to which you occaſion- 
ally digreſs, page 19, &c. I agree with you entirely in con- 
demning all temporal puniſhments for any opinions, which are 
conſiſtent with the welfare of ſociety: all claims of ſubmiſſion 
to the judgment of church governors, whether ſeparate or 
aſlembled ; excepting ſuch deference, as any one's diſtruſt of 
his own abilities, or learning, may reaſonably incline him to 
pay to guides ſet over him, whom he believes to be faithful 
and ſkilful: and, laſtly, all terms of communion, which are 
not neceſſary articles of Chriſtianity, or indiſpenſably required 
by decency and order. What the terms, thus neceſſary and 
requiſite, are, all churches, and, ſo far as they are concerned, all 
_ perſons, muſt judge for themſelves: and there may be good and 
important reaſons to ſubmit, even without remonſtrating, to 
what we do not approve ; provided we are not obliged to do 
any thing which we apprehend to be unlawful. He who thinks 
more things neceſſary, ſhould neither treat thoſe ill who be- 
lieve fewer, nor rank them with total unbelievers, nor enter- 
tain any harſher opinion of the future ſtate of either, than 
ſerious and calm enquiry directs him to. And, on the other 
5 hand, 
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hand, he who believes fewer things to be neceſſary, ſhould not 
cenſure thoſe who believe more to be fo, as tyrannical or un- 
Charitable, merely becauſe they dare not acknowledge him 
to be what, according to the beſt judgment they can form, 
he is not. The former of theſe faults I admit to be the 
more common: but the latter is by no means without ex- 
ample, and ought to be conſcientiouſly avoided. The terms of 
admiſſion to the miniſtry may with reaſon, I think, be made 
ſtraiter than thoſe of communion, For doctrines not 
neceſſary, may be very uſeful : and doctrines not deſtructive, 
may be very hurtful. And every church, both particular and 
national, hath much reaion, both for its edification and its 
credit, to deſire and endeavour to have teachers, who hold 
and will inculcate the former ſort, and not the Jatter. Still 
a diſcreet moderation ought to be carefully preſerved in this 
matter, not only to prevent hypocriſy, but for ſeveral other 
reaſons. And yet, ſurely tke danger of tempting men to 
diflemble, is no more a ſufficient objection againſt requiring 
ſome declaration, in this caſe, than in many that civil life 
preſents ; where, however, I acknowledge, that this practice 
is carried much too far: nor perhaps is there leſs danger, 
both of diſſimulation and farther inconveniencies, in leaving 
every one to declare himſelf in his own forms, than in pro- 
poſing a form to be ſubſcribed, In either way, ſome will 
think more articles proper, ſome fewer. And thoſe of greater 
latitude ſhould be mild in their opinions of thoſe who have 
leſs, as well as the contrary: and every one ſhould labour 
to reſtrain and ſoften thoſe, with whom he has weight. 
Otherwiſe, not only at ſome times. power may be oppreflive, 
as it often hath been; but at others a ſpirit of liberty may 
degenerate into one of bitterneſs, I had almoſt ſaid of per- 
ſecution.—T have run on into a long letter without deſigning 
it. In moſt, if not all, of what I have faid, I am perſuaded 
you will agree with me. But I am ſure you will excuſe 
me, if you fee cauſe to think, as I hope you will, that the 
whole proceeds from a ſincere zeal for univerſal charity; 
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and a firm belief that you have the promotion of it deeply at 
heart: on which account, yet much more .than on that 
of your great learning, accuracy, and diligence, I am, with 
high eſteem, g 
SIR, 
Your very humble Servant, 
THOMAS OXFORD. 


To this Dr. Lardner anſwered: 


Hoxton-Square, December 18, 1750. 


My Lord, 
IAM greatly indebted to your Lordſhip for the favour of 
your letter of the 6th inſtant, and think it no ſmall honour 
done me, that amidſt your many engagements you have read 
ſo large a part of my work. I have reaſon to be well pleaſed, 
that ſo many things in it have obtained your approbation. 
It affords me ſome ſpecial ſatisfaction that the reaſonings at 
page 124—137 have not been diſliked by your Lordſhip; 
becauſe I had flattered myſelf with ſome hopes, they might 
be approved by perſons of good judgment. I am likewiſe 
obliged to your Lordſhip for your free, candid, and chari- 
table obſervations, relating to the firſt chapter of the volume. 
It is very natural to oppoſe that extreme which is moſt apt 
to prevail: there have been particular perſons, and ſome fo- 
cieties, that have advanced and maintained great extrava- 
gancies ; but oppreſſive power, on one fide or other, has 
been very common, and produced extenſive miſchief. In 
the early ages, when catholics and heretics contended 
with reaſons and arguments only, the juſter ſentiments 
uſually had the advantage; which cannot be ſaid of ſome later 

times. | | | 
I take this opportunity to congratulate your Lordſhip on 
your late preferment ; which, though it adds nothing to your 
. dignity, if it affords more leiſure, may open a new ſphere of 
uſefulneſs, And your Lordſhip, I hope, will think of making 
more 
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more public ſome of thoſe diſcourſes, which have been heard 
with ſo much attention and applauſe. If it may not be too 
preſuming, when I hear of your ſettlement at the deanery, I 
will order a volume of plain diſcourſes to be left ers by the 
bookſeller. I am, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 


N. LARDNER. 


APPENDIX, No VIII. 


LErrEz from Dr. DopDRIDGE to Dr. LARDNER. 


ä Northampton, May 23, 17 51. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 


S ſoon as ever I had the honour of receiving the valuable 
preſent you were ſo good as to ſend me, of the two vo- 
lumes you publiſhed toward the cloſe of the laſt year, fo ele- 
gantly bound, which I eſteem doubly as a memorial of the 
friendſhip of the learned, pious, and generous author ; I de- 
ſired our good friend Mr. Neal, to preſent you with my moſt 
reſpectful acknowledgments, but deferred writing to you my- 
ſelf, till J had read them. I ſet about the ſermons immediately, 
and read three or four of them every week till I had finiſhed 
them ; but having been ſomething interrupted by my journey 
to St. Alban's, and the little additional labour of publiſhing 
good Dr. Clarke's funeral ſermon ; after ſuch a delay, I waved 
writing to you, till I might have an opportunity of reading this 
laſt volume of the Credibility. But really, Sir, the labour of 
my Family Expoſitor, added to the other neceſſary buſineſs 
daily incumbent upon me, as a paſtor and tutor, with the ne- 
ceſſity I have been under of anſwering letters, of which I have 
ſince laſt Chriſtmas received between four and five hundred, 
has ſo entangled me, that it is but very lately I have been able 
to ſecure the pleaſure which that excellent volume had in ſtore 


for 
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for me. And now my journey is ſo near, that it may ſeem 
almoſt ſuperfluous to write to you ; and yet, under the load of 
ſuch obligations to ſo worthy a friend, I cannot bear to ſee his 
face till 1 have made this poor acknowledgment of his good- 
neſs: accept it, dear Sir, with your uſual candour, and be aſ- 
fured, that though I am not able to expreſs it as I would, I do 
actually feel a conſtant and deep ſenſe of your goodneſs to me, 
and, which is much more, of your continual readineſs to ſerve 
the public with thoſe diſtinguiſhed abilities, which God has 
been pleaſed to give you; and which have rendered your wri- 
tings ſo great a bleſſing to the Chriſtian world. And I heartily 


pray they may be yet more abundantly fo, for promoting the 


cauſe of virtue and piety, Chriſtian principles, and a Chriſtian 
temper. In the interpretation of particular texts, and the 


manner of ſtating particular doctrines, good men and good 


friends may have different apprehenſions; but you always pro- 
poſe your ſentiments with ſuch good-humour, modeſty, can- 
dour, and frankneſs, as is very amiable and exemplary ; and 
the grand deſire of ſpreading righteouſneſs, benevolence, pru- 
dence, the fear of God, and a heavenly temper and converſa- 
tion, ſo plainly appears, particularly in this volume of ſermons, 
that, were I a much ſtricter Calviniſt than I am, I ſhould ho- 
nour and love the author, though I did not perſonally know 
him. As to what you ſay of the council of Nice, I do not 
doubt but it will give umbrage to ſome who look on its decrees 
as the great bulwark of the orthodox faith ; but I ſee nothing ſolid 
that can be objected to your remarks, and I think, there would 
have been much leſs Arianiſm in the world, and much leſs 
miſchief done by that which there is, if it had been conducted 
in that more catholic manner you deſcribe, as what might have 
been wiſhed ; and I have never ſeen any good done by ſevere 
anathemas, and ſecular puniſhments, ſo aukwardly liſted into 
the ſervice of Chriſtianity, oppoſite as they are to its true ge- 
nius. Neither my time nor my paper will allow me to en- 


large, &c, | 
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APPENDIX, Ne IX. 
LETTER from Dr. CHanDLER to Dr. LARDNER, with the 
Doctor's ANSWER. 


Old Jury, December 4, 1764. 

Reverend and dear Sir, | 
HEN I received your propoſals, I determined to pur- 
chaſe the work immediately on its publication, but | 
am extremely obliged to you for ordering it as a token of your 
reſpe& to me, on whoſe friendſhip and eſteem I ſet, as I ought 
to do, the higheſt value. I have read the whole through with 
care, and to my great ſatisfaction and improvement. The 
only thing in which I am not fully ſatisfied, is your opinion 
about the teſtimony of Joſephus concerning our bleſſed Saviour, 
which I have always been inclined to think, as to the far 
_ greateſt part of it, genuine. I have not time to anſwer all 
the objections that are urged againſt the genuineneſs of the 
teſtimony, but you will give me leave to make two or three 
obſervations on the teſtimony itſelf, 

That it is introduced with great propriety, as what hap- 
pened under Pilate's adminiſtration, and as what was one occa- 
ſion of the diſturbances amongſt the Jews in his time. 

He teſtifies that “ he was a wiſe man.“ 

Is uncertain « whether he was not ſomething more than a 
«© common man,” which is the meaning of the words, «ys avipa 
ewrov Nye xg ; for Joſephus, upon Jewith principles, could not 
but think him a man, though he was uncertain whether he 
was not ſomewhat greater ; a more extraordinary perſon, than 
any mere man. 

And your own quotation from Joſephus, about Moſes, that 
© he was a man ſuperior to his own nature,” page 158, ac- 
counts for the character given to Jeſus. | 

He ſays he was mTagaJoguv tgywv moms, That, the Jews 
themſelves, his contemporaries and enemies, acknowledged. 
Matt, xiii. 54.——xiv. 2. &c. 


hy He 
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« He was a teacher of ſuch men as received the truth with 
« pleaſure.” You aſk, would he call the Chriſtian religion the 
truth? Yes certainly, as to the moral precepts of Chriſtianity ; 
which is all, I ſuppoſe, that Joſephus knew or regarded of it. 
Matt. xxii. 16. 

« He drew over to him many Jews and Gentiles.” This 
was true in the time when Joſephus wrote. I refer you to 
page 169 of your own excellent work, which juſtihes the ex- 
preſſion. 

« This was the Chriſt.” O Xęicog ro; w. I render the 
words, This, viz. Jeſus, was the famous, or remarkable 
Chriſt.” Jeſus was a common name, and would not have ſuf- 
ficiently pointed him out to the Greeks and Romans. The 
name by which he was known to them was, Chreſtus, or 
Chriſtus ; as in Suetonius and Tacitus ; and if Tacitus had 

read Joſephus, as you juſtly think he had, I imagine he took 
this very name from Joſephus. Joſephus did not certainly be- 
lieve him to be the Meſſiah, and therefore, when he wrote this 
hiſtory, he could never mean by Chriſtus the Jewiſh Meſſiah, of 

which the Greeks and Romans knew nothing; but that he was 
the remarkable Chrift, who was the founder of that people who 
were called Chriſtians. This appears to me to be the real 
meaning of the expreſſion, and as ſuch it was intelligible to the 
Heathens. 

In the period that follows: * When Pilate, at the inſtigation, 
&c.” to the words, „did not ceaſe to adhere to him ;” the 
whole is true, and what might be ſaid by any man, though 
not a Chriſtian, who was acquainted with his hiſtory. 

The next words, “ for on the third day, &c.” if he ſpeaks 
only of what were the common ſentiments of his followers, 
they may be allowed to be his. But, to ſpeak my mind freely, 
I think them rather an interpolation of Euſebius, or ſome other 
Chriſtian; and that the connection in Joſephus runs thus. 

They who before had conceived an affection for him, did 
ce not ceaſe to adhere to him; and the ſect of Chriſtians, fo 
& called from him (the O Xęiros) ſubſiſts to this day. Such an 
addition he could not well avoid. | 


As 
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As to the remarks on the expreſſion Tu Xpiriavuy puaov, that 
puer is here put for ſe&, or muſt neceſſarily ſignify ſect, I am 
not thoroughly clear in it. Joſephus certainly uſes the word 
gov frequently for nation, but I think alſo ſometimes with 
greater latitude. Thus in a quotation from Strabo, he tells us, 
TOTOV BY 854 paidiug eugeiv rng out ung, og & Magaltoeurou Tre T0 QUINN, 
not this nation, which is too extenſive, but as it is in the Latin 
verſion, hoc genus hominum. line 14. cap. 7. page 695. Ialſp 
find in Dion Caſſius, Tz; Czxcvrws puns yeyemuers;.. Qui ſunt ſenato- 
ria origine. Vol. ii. page 912, edit. Reimari. ®uxov. e9vo, yevoge 
Heſychius. Why then may we not render the words in Joſephus, 
Xeireavuy purer, the ſort of people called Chriſtians? And I think 
it is not unlikely that Joſephus ſhould add, © that they ſubſiſted 
« to his own time“ when he wrote this hiſtory, A. C. 93. 

Give me leave juſt to add, that this paragraph, concerning 
Jeſus, doth not ſeem to me, ſo much to interrupt the courſe 
of the narration as is complained of: it is introduced under the 
article of Pilate, and placed between two circumſtances which 
occaſioned diſturbances. And was not the putting of Jeſus to 
death, and the continuance of the apoſtles and diſciples after 
him, declaring his reſurrection, another very conſiderable cir- 
cumſtance, which created very great diſturbances ? And though 
Joſephus doth not expreſsly ſay this, and perhaps had good 
reaſons for not ſaying it, yet he intimates it, by placing it be- 
tween the two cauſes of commotion, by giving ſo honourable 
a teſtimony to Jeſus, and telling us, that he was crucified at 
the inſtigation of the chief perſons of the nation. It would 
ſcarce have been decent in him to have ſaid more on this head. 

I have ſometimes thought that this paſſage was originally in 
Joſephus, and that Joſephus himſelf omitted it afterwards in 
ſome other copies, at the deſire of ſome of his own nation, as 
containing too honourable an account of Jeſus, or that they 
falſified ſome other copies by omitting it; and I think, as you 
allow, with great reaſon, his teſtimony to the Baptiſt to be 
genuine, it is not to be accounted for, that he ſhould wholly 
omit to ſay any thing of Jeſus. 


But 


* 
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But I beg your pardon for giving you the trouble of ſo long 
a letter, eſpecially as what I have urged may appear to be of 
little weight. I own I cannot wholly give up the paſſage, and 
yet I feel the weight of your objections againſt it. Your book 
will ever remain a ſolid proof of your learning, candour, and 
good judgment ; and I pray God continue your life till you 
have finiſhed your deſign, and every other view for the ſervice 

of religion, I am, with the ſincereſt affection and eſteem, 

Reverend and dear Sir, | 

Your greatly obliged, and 
moſt humble Servant, 
SAMUEL CHANDLER, 


To this Dr. Lardner anſwered : 


Reverend and dear Sir, 


I AM much obliged to you for your friendly and valuable 
letter of December 4, and for all your arguings therein upon 
the ſubject: which you have urged with great force, and to the 
beſt advantage: and I will further conſider. In the mean 
time, you may be ſenſible, that I cannot be eaſily moved from 
an opinion, which I have long held agreeable to the ſentiments 
of very judicious critics. 

The teſtimony of Joſephus to the fulfilment of our Sa- 
viour's predictions in the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 1s invalua- 
ble. His accounts of the ſtate of things in Judea, before the 
commencement of the war, and during the miniſtry of our 
Saviour and his apoſtles, are alſo very valuable, indeed above 
all price, But I do not perceive, that we at all want the 
ſuſpected teſtimony to Jeſus, which was never quoted by any 
of our Chriſtian anceſtors before Euſebius. Nor do I recol- 
lect that he has any where mentioned the name, or word, 
Chriſt, or Meſſiah, in any of his works, except the teſtimony 
above-mentioned, and the paſſage concerning James the 
Lord's brother. If you recolle& any place, where Meſſiah 
is mentioned by him, let me know it, If that word is never 

x to 
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to be found in him elſewhere, he muſt have deſignedly and 
ſtudiouſly declined it; for he had many occaſions to mention 
it. It therefore is unlikely, he ſhould produce that word in 
ſpeaking of Jeſus. Explain the term as you pleaſe, it muſt be 
unaccountable, that it ſhould be brought in here. This, I now 
mention to you; but, as before ſaid, I will further weigh 
your reaſons. 

You ſeem to be well acquainted with an argument propoſed 
in a Diſſertation, &c. publiſhed at Oxford ſome years ago, and 
aſcribed to Dr. Nathaniel Foſter. I ſhall be obliged to you, 
if you have leiſure, to inform me whether that Dr. Foſter be 
ſill living, and what are his preferments : if he be dead, what 
was his ſtation, and of what other works was he author. For 
poſſibly I may be obliged publicly to make ſome remarks upon 
his diſcourſe. If I do, a farther acquaintance with the writer 
of it will be expedient. For there have been ſeveral of that 
name, Foſter. 

Wiſhing you continued ſucceſs in your ſtudies and public 
labours, I remain, with the ſincereſt regard, 

Your friend and ſervant, 
December, 31, 1764. N. LARDNER. 


APPENDIX, Ne X. 


 OnsERVATIONS on the Teſtimony of Joskrhus. 
Communicated by the Rev. Mr. HENLEY, 


To the Rev. Dr. KIPPIS. 
Rendleſham, Suffolk, Dec. 4, 1786. 


8 I R, | 

HE teſtimony of Joſephus concerning CHRIS having 

been conſidered in a new point of view, ſince the death 

of Dr. Lardner, by my learned friend the Abbe du Voiſin (who 
hath 
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hath lately quitted the divinity chair, which he had filled fot 
ſeveral years in the Sorbonne, with the higheſt reputation), I 
take the liberty of tranſmitting to you his communication upon 
that ſubject, as a valuable Supplement to Dr. Lardner's re- 
marks; and, at the ſame time, to ſubjoin the late Abbe Bul- 
let's obſervations, which I doubt not will be the more accep- 
table to the public, as Dr. Lardner was long anxious to avail 
himſelf of the book which contains them, [Hiſtoire de I'Etablifſe- 
ment du Chriſtianiſme, tirẽe des ſeuls Auteurs Juifs et __ 
&c.] but was never able to procure it. 


I am, 
S IX, 
With great reſpect, 
Your obedient ſervant, 
8. HENLEV. 


c MAN V critics ſince the time of Oſiander, Blondel, Ta- 
naquil Faber, and Le Clerc, have ſuſpected, but, in my opinion, 
unwarrantably, the authenticity of this celebrated teſtimony: 
for—1. It is extant in all the copies of Joſephus, both unpub- 
liſhed and publiſhed. Baronius, Annal. Eccleſiaſtic. ad an. 134, 
relates, that a manuſcript of this hiſtorian's Antiquities was 
found in the library of the Vatican, tranſlated into Hebrew, 
in which this paſſage was marked with an obelus; a thing 
that could have been done by none but a Jew. In an Ara- 
bic verſion preſerved by the Maronites of Mount Libanus, 
the narrative exiſts entire: ſee the new edition of the Biblio- 
theque Francoiſe de Duverdier, par M. de Brequigny.—2. This 
teſtimony of Joſephus has been applauded by Euſebius (Hiſt. 
Eccleſiaſtic. lib. i. c. 10—Demonſtrat. Evangelic. lib. iii. 


c. 5.), Jerom (Catal. Script. Eccleſiaſtic.), Rufinus (Hiſtor. 


lib. i.), Iſidorus of Peluſium, Sozomen, Caſſiodorus, Nice- 
phorus, and many more, who all indifputably had ſeen various 
manuſcripts, and of conſiderable antiquity.-3. The ſtyle of 
the paſlage ſo exactly reſembles the other writings of Joſephus, 
that, to adopt the expreſſion of Huetius, one egg is not more 
like to another. Proofs of this aſſertion may be ſeen in the 
diſſertation of. Daubuz, vines to Havercamp's edition. 

—4. Joſephus 
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. Joſephus not only mentions, with reſpect, John Baptiſt 
(Antiquit. lib. xviii. c. 1) but alſo James: © Ananus aſſem- 
<« bled the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, and brought before it James the 
« brother of Jeſus who is called Chriſt, with ſome others, 
« whom he delivered over to be ſtoned, as infractors of the 
« law.” Lib. xx. c. 8, This paſlage, the authenticity of which 
has never been ſuſpected, contains an evident reference to what 
had been already related concerning Chriſt ; for why elſe ſhould 
he defcribe James, a man of himſelf but little known, as the 
brother of Jeſus, if he had made no mention of Jeſus before? 
5. It is highly improbable that Joſephus, who hath diſcuſſed 
with ſuch minuteneſs the hiſtory of this period—mentioned 
Judas of Galilee, Theudas, and the other obſcure pretenders 
to the character of the Meſſiah—as well as John Baptiſt and 
James the brother of Chriſt—ſhould have preſerved the pro- 
foundeſt ſilence concerning Chriſt himſelf, whoſe name was at 
that time ſo celebrated both amongſt the Jews and the Romans. 
But in all the writings of Joſephus not a hint occurs on the 
ſubject, except the teſtimony in queſtion.—6. Let no one per- 
ſuade himſelf that this paſſage was forged either by Euſebius, 
who firſt cited it, or any other earlier writer; for the Chriſtian 
cauſe is not only ſo far from needing any fraud to ſupport it, 
that nothing could be more deſtructive to its intereſt, more 
eſpecially a fraud fo palpable and obtruſive. 

It has been objected by Blondel, That what is here related 
of Chriſt could not poſſibly have been recorded by Joſephus, 
who was not only a Jew, but rigidly attached to the Jewiſh 
religion: viz. © That Chrift could fcarcely be ſaid to be a 
« man,” that is, that he was God, that he was a performer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of truth, moreover, Chrift or the 
Meſſiah, whom the prophets had foretold ; and, finally, who 
appeared on the third day reftored to life, Theſe are not the 
expreſſions of a Jew, but a Chriſtian. 

To this however it may be anſwered, That Jofephus was 
not ſo addicted to his own religion, as to approve the conduct 
and opinion of the Jews concerning Chriſt and bis doctrine. 
From the moderation which pervades his whole narrative of 
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the Jewiſh war, it may be juſtly inferred, that the fanatic fury 
which the chief men of his nation exerciſed againſt Chriſt, 
could not but have been diſpleaſing to him. He has rendered 
that atteſtation to the innocence, ſanctity, and miracles of Chriſt, 
which the fidelity of hiſtory required. Nor does it follow that 
he was neceffitated to renounce, on this account, the religion 
of his fathers. Either the common prejudice of the Jews, that 
their Meſſiah would be a victorious and temporal ſovereign, or 
the indifterence ſo prevalent in many, towards controverted 
queſtions, might have been ſufficient to prevent him from re- 
nouncing the religion in which he had been brought up, and 
embracing a new one, the profeſſion of which was attend- 
ed with danger: or elſe, he might think himfelf at liberty 
to be either a Jew or a Chriſtian, as the ſame God was 
worſhipped in both ſyſtems of religion. On either of theſe 
ſuppoſitions, Joſephus might have written every thing which 
this teſtimony contains, By the expreſſion, © if it be right to 
« ſpeak of him as a man, it is not meant to imply that Chriſt 
is God, but only an extraordinary man, one whoſe wiſdom and 
works had raiſed him above the common condition of huma- 
nity. He repreſents him as © a performer of wonderful works,” 
becauſe miracles were wrought by him, as the Jews themſelves 
were obliged to confeſs. He ſtyles him © an inſtructor of thoſe 
« who gladly received the truth, both becauſe the moral pre- 
cepts of Chriſt were ſuch as Joſephus approved, and alſo becauſe 
the diſciples of Chriſt were influenced by no other motive than 
the deſire of diſcerning it. The phraſe © this man was Chriſt,” 
or rather, 5 Xe reg w, © Chriſt was this man,” by no means 
intimates that Jeſus was the Meſſiah, but only that he was the 
perſon called Chriſt both by the Chriſtians and Romans, amongſt 
whom Joſephus wrote: juſt as if we ſhould ſay, in our language, 
< this was the ſame man as he named Chriſt,” As to the re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, and the prophecies referring to him, Joſe- 
phus rather ſpeaks the language uſed by the Chriſtians, than his 
own private opinion; or elſe he thought that Chriſt had ap- 
peared after his revival, and that the prophets had foretold this 
event: a point which, if admitted, and he had been conſiſtent, 


ought 
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vught to have induced him to embrace Chriſtianity. But there 
might be many circumſtances to prevent his becoming a proſe- 
lyte, as every one will readily imagine; nor is it either new or 
wonderful, that men, eſpecially in their religious concerns, ſhould 
contradict themſelves, and withſtand the conviction of their own 
minds. It is certain that, of our own times, no one hath ſpoken in 
higher terms concerning Chriſt than the philoſopher of Geneva, 
who nevertheleſs, not only in his other writings, but alſo in the 
very work which contains this moſt eloquent eulogium, inveighs 
againſt the Chriſtian religion with acrimony and rancour. 

It has been further objected, That no perſon before Euſebius 
ever mentioned this teſtimony ; neither Juſtin in his dialogue 
with Trypho the Jew; nor Clemens Alexandrinus, who made 
ſo many extracts from ancient authors; nor Origen againſt 
Celſus: but, on the contrary, in the 35th chapter of the iſt 
book of that work, Origen openly affirms that Joſephus, who 
had mentioned John Baptiſt, did not acknowledge Chriſt ; and 
therefore it is inferred, that before the age of Euſebius this 
- teſtimony had no exiſtence in the copies of Joſephus. 

To this it may be anſwered, That there is no ſtrength in this 
negative argument againſt Euſebius, drawn from the filence of 
the ancient fathers. The fathers did not cite the teſtimony of 
Joſephus, either becauſe they had no copies of his writings 
or, becauſe his teſtimony was foreign to the ſcope of their own; 
or, becauſe it could be of little uſe, eſpecially in the earlieſt 
times, when the miracles of Chriſt were admitted by the Jews 
at large; or, becauſe that for this very teſtimony the evidence 
of Joſephus was diſregarded by the Jews themſelves. To this 
laſt conſideration Juſtin apparently alluded, when he thus ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Trypho : © Ye yourſelves know, O Jews! 
© that Jeſus is riſen again and aſcended into heaven, accord- 
« ing as the prophets foretold,” What Origen aſſerted was 
not, that Chriſt was unknown to Joſephus, but only that Jo- 
ſephus did not acknowledge him as the Chriſt or Meſſiah, 
Inowv u xoladetaue® cu Xi, and in his Commentary on 
Matthew, xa, Tot ye aniru To Inos w; Xi: by which words it is 
' manifeſt, that Jeſus was known to Joſephus, but not admitted 

m 2 by 


8.83 4 Sr - 
IX oa 4 I ig 
- — 
— > - -—_ — - — - 


4 
. 
z 
U 
4 
1 
1 
0 
77. 14 
1 
. 
91 
0 
4 
* : 
5 . 
* 
i 
4 
. 
. 
. 
I} 
4 Li 


elxiv APPENDIX, x, TO THE 


by him to be the Chriſt, er Meffiah. Thus much, however, 
Origen might fay in perfect conſiſtency with the paſſage in 
queſtion, where the name of Chrift, as hath been already ob- 


ſerved, is an appellative, without aſcribing to him who bore 
it the character of the Meſſiah, expected by the Jews.” 


A more diffuſe and minute diſcuſſion of this ſubje&t may be 
ſeen in a diſſertation by the excellent VERNErT, profeſſor of di- 
vinity at Geneva, intitled, Traits de la Verite de la Religion 
Chretienne, tom. ix. Lauſanne, 1782; and in Mr. Bryant's 
Vindiciz Flavianz, or a Vindication of the Teſtimony given by 
Joſephus concerning our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Printed for 
White, 1777. I mention the latter publication more particu- 
larly, as not only coinciding in many points with the preceding 


obſervations, but alſo as having made ſeveral converts, amongſt 


whom Dr. Prieſtley, I have underſtood, may be mentioned as 
one. If, however, the defence ſet up by theſe learned writers 
ſhall be ſtill thought inſufficient, let us take the converſe of 


the poſition, and conſider the concluſions drawn from it by the 
late Abbé BULLET. 


« I. JOSEPHUS, who was born about three or four years 
after the death of Jeſus Chriſt, could not be ignorant that there 


had appeared in Judea a charlatan, impoſtor, magician, or pro- 


phet, called Jeſus, who had either performed wonders, or found 
the ſecret of perſuading numbers to think ſo. He could not but 


know that, in his own time, there ſtill were in that province 


many who acknowledged this man as their maſter, When he was 
himſelf carried captive to Rome, it muſt have been notorious 
to him, that Nero had puniſhed, in the moſt extraordinary and 
unheard-of manner, a great number of Chriſtians in that city ; 
he muſt have been aware, that their martyrdom had been ex- 
hibited as a ſpeQacle to the Roman people, and was a ſpectacle 
of ſo uncommon a kind, as to have been recorded by Taci- 


tus and Suetonius in the annals of the empire. He muſt have 


ken that, under Domitian, the Chriſtians were proſecuted both 
in 
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in Rome and the provinces, and put to death publicly by the 
orders of the emperor. 

AH Ought not Joſephus then to have taken ſome notice of 
Jeſus and his diſciples, in his hiſtory? Or did he think the 
ſubje& too inconſiderable to occupy a place in it? That he _ 
not, may be concluded from the following reaſons. 

1. In the time of this hiſtorian, the Chriſtians were of them- 
ſelves ſo numerous a ſociety as to engage the attention of the 
Roman emperors. Theſe ſovereigns of the world enacted edits 
againſt them, devoted them to death, and cauſed the magiſ- 
trates every where to purſue them. The faith of hiſtory, 
therefore, required that they ſhould not be paſſed over in ſilence. 
Thus thought Tacitus and Suetonius, to whom the Chriſtians, 
as a ſect, were a much leſs intereſting object than to a Jew, 
like Joſephus. "Theſe two hiſtorians conſidered the riſe and 

eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity as of ſufficient magnitude to rank 
amongſt the great events tranſmitted by them to poſterity. 

2. Joſephus in his Antiquities, book xviii. c. 2, has men- 
tioned three ſets amongſt the Jews, the Efſenes, the Sadducees, 
and the Phariſees; though the two laſt had ceaſed to exiſt after 
the downfall of their nation, and at the time when he wrote. 


He ought not then to have been ſilent in reſpe& to the ſect of 


Chriſtians, which had been formed amongſt the Jews, and not 
only ſubſiſted in his own time, but had increaſed in a very diffe- 
rent manner from the others he had mentioned, and was extended 
through the various provinces of the empire, and the capital itſelf; 
whilft they had ſcarcely exceeded the confines of Judea. 

3. Joſephus has given an accurate account of all the im- 
poſtors, or heads of parties, which aroſe amongſt the Jews, from 
the empire of Auguſtus to the ruin of Jeruſalem. 

He relates, that Judas of Galilee ſtirred up the Jews to an 
inſurrection againſt the Romans; Antiq. book xvin. c. 1. And 
alſo, that the preſident Tiberius Alexander cauſed the two ſons 
of this inſurgent to be cruihed ; Book xx. c. 5. 

He recounts that an impoſtor aſſembled the Samaritans upon 
mount Gerizim, under the pretence of diſcovering to them 
the ſacred veſſels wary Moſes had there buried, | 
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He ſpeaks of the preaching of John Baptiſt, and the con- 
courſe of people which flocked t6 hear him. He bears record 
to the ſanctity of his life; and adds, that the Jews believed the 
defeat of Herod's army by Aretas king of the Arabs, to have 
been a puniſhment for the crime he had committed in putting 
this holy man to death. Book xviii. c. 7. 
He relates that an impoſtor, named Theudas, ſeduced a great 
number of the Jews, and led. them towards Jordan, under the 
promife that he would divide the river, and make them paſs 
over dry-foot. Cuſpius Fadus, preſident of Judea, having 
received notice of this expedition, diſpatched a party of ſoldiers, 
who flew Theudas, and brought back his head to the preſident, 
Book xx. c. 2. 
He mentions that Felix, preſident of the province, having 
taken by ſtratagem Eleazar the ſon of Dinæus, the leader of a 


large gang of banditti, ſent him in chains to Rome. Book xx. 


c. 6. 

He recounts that an Egyptian coming to Jeruſalem, gave 
himſelf out for a prophet, and perſuaded a mob to follow him 
to the mount of Olives, where they ſhould ſee the walls of 
Jeruſalem fall down at his command; but that Felix, on hearing 
of it, put himſelf at the head of the troops which were then in 
the city, and charging the miſguided populace, killed four 
hundred, and took two hundred priſoners. The Egyptian 
having ſaved himſelf, was heard of no more. Book xx. 
c. 6. | | 

He ſubjoins a narrative of a pretended magician, who drew 
the people into the deſert, by promiſing them that under his 


conduct they ſhould be ſafe from every kind of evil. The 


preſident Feſtus ſent troops againſt them, which defeated 
and diſperſed them. Book xx. c. 7. 

Jeſus was the founder of a party much more conſiderable, and 
which occaſioned much greater noiſe, than all thoſe whom this 
author has mentioned. Theſe impoſtors, theſe ringleaders, theſe 
men who had collected mobs, had no followers beyond the pre- 
cinCts of Judea: their partizans and adherents were ſoon diſperſed, 
and at the time when this hiſtory was written, nothing but the 

8 | | bare 
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Hare remembrance of them remained. It was far different with 
the ſect, the aſſemblies and community which Jeſus had formed; 
it not only ſubſiſted in the time of the hiſtorian, but was extend- 
ed through every province of the empire, and flouriſhed in the 
very capital. The ſovereigns of the world exerted all their 
authority to ſuppreſs it. This party or ſect, then, deſerved, far 
more than all the others together, to have been noticed by 
Joſephus in his hiſtory. 

Joſephus could not be ignorant of Jeſus, nor the ſe& which 
had been founded by him: how then, conſiſtently with the 
laws of hiſtory, and the method which he had preſcribed to 
himſelf, of recording every thing he knew, could he preſerve - 
an intire ſilence on this head? Let us try to ſolve this 
ænigma. 

Either this hiſtorian believed, that all which the diſciples of 
Jeſus had ſaid of their maſter was falſe, or elſe was true. If 
falſe, he could not have remained ſilent; every thing would 
have ſtimulated him to ſpeak out on the occaſion; the intereſt 
of virtue; zeal for his own religion, the foundations of which 
the Chriſtians had ſapped by their impoſtures ; the love of his 
own nation, whom the diſciples of Jeſus accuſed and upbraided 
with having, from a malignant and cruel jealouſy, put to 
death the Meſſiah, the Son of God. By expoſing the im- 
poſtures of the Apoſtles, Joſephus muſt have overwhelmed 
with confuſion the enemies of his own people; have ingratiated 
himſelf moſt effectually with his nation; conciliated the favour 
of thoſe emperors who perſecuted the growing cauſe of Chriſti- 
anity; attracted the applauſes of all who looked with horror 
on this new ſuperſtition ; and undeceived the Chriſtians them- 
ſelves, whom the firſt diſciples of Jeſus had ſo miſerably 
miſled. Can any perſon for a moment believe, that a man able 
to expoſe ſo groſs an impoſture, and who had ſo many powerful 
inducements to do it, ſhould, in ſpite of every incitement, 
perſevere in the moſt obſtinate ſilence ; eſpecially, when ſo na- 
tural an occaſion ſolicited him to ſpeak? If falſe miracles were 
propagated for the purpoſe of ſeducing the people of our days, 
with what zeal, with what ardour would our writers march forth 
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to detect the impoſture, and prevent the ſedution ! Should we 
net regard their ſilence, on ſuch. an occaſion, as a criminal 
prevarication? It appears then indiſputable, that if Joſephus had 
believed the relations of the Apoftles, concerning their maſter, 
to have been falſe, he would have taken care to declare his 
conviction: but, if he did not believe them to have been falſe, 
he muſt have known them to be true; and, for fear of 
diſpleaſing his nation, the Romans and their emperors, held his 
peace. In this caſe, his ſilence is of more importance than his 
teſtimony, and equally ſerves to authenticate the math of thoſe 
facts upon which Chriſtianity is founded. Fe 
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to detect the impoſture, and prevent the ſeduction ! Should we 
not regard their ſilence, on ſuch an occaſion, as a criminal 
prevarication ? It appears then indiſputable, that if Joſephus had 
believed the relations of the Apoſtles, concerning their maſter, 
to have been falſe, he would have taken care to declare his 
conviction: but, if he did not believe them to have been falſe, 
he muſt have known them to be true; and, for fear of 
diſpleaſing his nation, the Romans and their emperors, held his 
peace. In this caſe, his ſilence is of more importance than his 
teſtimony, and equally ſerves to authenticate the truth of thoſe 
facts upon which Chriſtianity is founded.” 


